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PREFACE

This volume presents, for the first time in the language
of the original, the Minutes of the General Council of the
International Working Men’s Association—the First Inter-
national—for the period between September 22, 1868 and
July 12, 1870. They continue the 1864-68 Minutes, published
in the two earlier volumes The General Council of the
First International. 1864-1866. The London Conference,
1865. Minutes, and The General Council of the First Inter-
national. 1866-1868. Minutes, Progress Publishers, Moscow.

These documents are a valuable source for a study of
the history of the International. They mirror the efforts
of the General Council to develop the workers’ class con-
sciousness and proletarian internationalism, its fight to
get the world working-class movement to accept a socialist
programme based on the ideological and organisational
principles of Marxism as opposed to sectarianism and
petty-bourgeois reformism. The Minutes also bring out the
great part played by Marx in leading the first mass inter-
national organisation of revolutionary workers.

The period between the Brussels Congress of the Inter-
national Working Men’s Association (September 1868)
and the commencement of the Franco-Prussian war (July
1870) was marked by heightened economic, social and inter-
state contradictions in Europe and America. It was also
marked by the upsurge of the Irish national liberation
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struggle, the Spanish bourgeois revolution which began in
1868, the rapidly growing revolutionary situation in France,
and other great historical events.

The workers’ economic battles had taken on unprece-
dented scope. Strikers were putting up stubborn resistance,
as evidenced by the strike of ribbon-weavers and silk-dyers
in Basle, of building workers and of compositors in Geneva,
of puddlers in Seraing and of miners in Borinage (Belgium),
the numerous miners’ strikes in the Loire, Lyons and other
areas of France, strikes in Austria-Hungary, Britain,
Germany, the United States and elsewhere. Fearing the pro-
letariat’s mounting strength, the bourgeoisie sought help
from their governments to defend their class interests, and
the governments sent police and troops to help the
employers to break up strikes (see pp. 85-86, 95, 138-39,
171, etc., of the present volume).

On several occasions the General Council of the First
International succeeded in combining the efforts of the
international proletariat in the fight against capitalists.
The documents published in this volume show that work-
ers appealed to the General Council for assistance in their
clash with the manufacturers (pp. 32, 59-60, 80, etc.). The
Council organised collections to help strikers, did much to
prevent strike-breakers being brought from foreign coun-
tries, and so on. It acted consistently in defence of the
workers’ vital interests (pp. 58, 88, 96, 302-09, 312-18, etc.).
The employers regarded the International Association as
their sworn enemy and frequently sacked workers simply
for belonging to the International (pp. 68, 185, etc.).

The various sections of the Association had to work in
difficult conditions. In France, they were banned, three
Committees of the Paris sections were one after another
brought to court by the Bonapartist police; practically
every workers’ meeting was held with police officers in
attendance and it was immediately dispersed when the
name of the International was mentioned. In Belgium, the
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police persecuted, arrested and searched those who
simply took part in meetings as well as members of the
Belgian Federal Council. In Germany and Austria-Hungary,
the workers were unable to declare open allegiance to the
Association; everywhere the International came under fire
from the bourgeois press (pp. 35, 108, 167, etc.). Despite
police persecution and malicious slander in the bourgeois
papers, the prestige and popularity of the International
steadily grew. Almost every Council meeting heard news
of affiliation to the International by more workers’ orga-
nisations and individuals from Britain, France, Belgium,
Germany, Switzerland, Holland, Spain, Italy, Austria-
Hungary, etc., and extension of the Council’s contacts in
the United States (pp. 32, 55, 77, 89, 108, etc.).

The activity of the General Council between 1868 and
1870 was overwhelmingly influenced by the decisions
taken at the Geneva and Brussels congresses of the Inter-
national, decisions which had tremendous significance for
the victory of scientific socialism over Proudhonism and
other sectarian trends. The Belgian and French workers
who had adhered to the Proudhon dogma that strikes
were harmful, the German workers who had been under
the influence of Lassalle and therefore underestimated the
economic struggle, the workers of Switzerland and other
countries—they all began to accept, in the course of their
class struggle, the Marxist viewpoint on the importance of
strikes and trade organisations in the proletariat’s general
fight for emancipation. They formed trade societies and
turned to the General Council for support in establishing
contacts with workers’ societies in other countries (pp.
40, 138, 224-25, etc.). As Eugéne Dupont said on February
9, 1869, “The discussions of the Credit question were
going out of date in France; forming trade societies was
in the ascendant” (p. 66).

Acting on the decisions taken at the Geneva and Brus-
sels congresses (pp. 289 and 293), the General Council
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helped the workers of various trades to get in touch with
one another and to gather information about production
and market conditions, the price of raw material, etc.
(pp. 80-81, 118, etc.). The General Council and local work-
ers’ societies discussed the questions of using the funds of
trade organisations for forming co-operatives and drawing
the unemployed of a given branch of industry into them
(pp. 79, 153), the prospects of using common lands by
transferring them to workers’ associations to farm them in
a co-operative way (pp. 79-80, etc.). By experience, mem-
bers of the International came to realise that the organisa-
tion of co-operatives within the framework of capitalist
society could not essentially change society and that the
complete emancipation of the working class was only
possible by the proletariat winning political power (see
The General Council. 1864-1866, pp. 285-86, and the pres-
ent volume, p. 289).

The Brussels Congress resolutions on the need for estab-
lishing common property in land, mines, collieries, rail-
ways, etc. (pp. 295-96), had tremendous importance for the
further development of the international working-class
movement. Only when the advanced workers had overcome
petty-bourgeois sectarianism and reformism was it pos-
sible to include this cardinal question into the Internation-
al's programme. The adoption of these resolutions had vast
theoretical and political importance and signified the vic-
tory of socialist principles in the programme of the Inter-
national Working Men’s Association.

Marx and Engels linked the demand to do away with
private ownership of land, endorsed by the Basle Congress
(pp. 118-23, 158), with the question of the proletariat’s ally
in the countryside, of the role of the peasants in the prole-
tarian revolution. After the Basle Congress, in connection
with the stand taken on this question by the German So-
cial-Democrats, Marx and Engels elaborated in more detail
the proletarian party’s tactics in relation to the peasants.
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They advanced the principle of grading the approach to
different sections of peasants. Big peasant proprietors ex-
ploiting day-labourers and farm-hands were to be regarded
as a purely bourgeois class, but leaseholders and middle
and small peasants were to be seen as a force which could
be won over to the workers. This principle was of immense
importance in propagating socialist ideas in the country-
side, which at that time confronted sections of the Inter-
national in different countries. Later on Lenin used it in
formulating his theory on the worker-peasant alliance.

The Congress resolutions on making the land common
property met the approval of Paris workers and helped
them to isolate the Right-wing Proudhonist leaders. Jung,
who called in Paris on his way home from Basle, had every
right to declare at the Council meeting of September 14:
“Most of the men of Paris are in favour of common prop-
erty in land. The delegates who voted against do not
represent the real opinion” (p. 158). In letters to the
General Council the workers of Switzerland, Belgium,
Britain and elsewhere showed their approval of the social-
ist programme and the change to collectivism (pp. 105,
112, 2086, etc.).

As is evident from the Minutes of the General Council,
it held several important discussions in preparation for
the Basle Congress, and these enabled the Council dele-
gates to take a united stand at the Congress. The Basle
Congress passed resolutions affecting the structure of the
Association’s organisation, the rights and duties of its
leading body—the General Council—its relations with local
federations and sections. These resolutions went a long
way to help strengthen the International and the part
played by the General Council.

The principles of building a workers’ organisation
became at this stage of development of the International
Association increasingly important in view of consolidation
of workers’ organisations on a national scale; this process
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found expression in the formation of the first mass political
party of workers in Germany and the federations of the
International in Belgium, France and other countries.

In its documents the General Council underlined the
inseparable link between economic and political struggle.
On May 3, 1870, Marx reiterated at the Council meeting
that the Association’s purpose was ‘“to aid ... all political
movements tending to ... the economical emancipation of
the working class” (pp. 231-32). When British liberal trade
unionists on the General Council attempted to reduce the
question of workers’ political action merely to workers’
representation in Parliament, Marx said: “There are differ-
ent ways of considering the political labour movement and
we must have a comprehensive form to include them [all}”
(p. 268).

After the Basle Congress a struggle began inside the
International over vital issues of theory and tactics with
the new variety of petty-bourgeois socialism, Bakunin’s
sectarian anarchism. The Minutes, and particularly the
General Council documents written by Marx, consistently
demonstrate the General Council’s fight against the theor-
etical views and disorganising, disruptive activity of Baku-
nin in the International. The question of the International
Alliance of Socialist Democracy was raised at the Council
meeting on December 15, 1868. As recorded in the Minutes,
even at that time Marx and other Council members had
already revealed the danger of Bakunin’s dissentient plans.
In reference to Bakunin’s Alliance, Dupont and Johannard
said that ‘‘this new society could only be a source of weak-
ness to the L.W.M.A.; that the very objects they sought to
attain were being worked out by the L W.M.A. in a far abler
manner than ever they could by this new one’” (pp. 53-54).
In the section “From the Manuscripts of Karl Marx”, this
book publishes, for the first time in the language of the
original, Marx’s remarks to the draft programme and rules
of the Alliance of Socialist Democracy; they are the first
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rough criticism of Bakunin’s programme. Marx exposes the
purely declarative and demagogic nature of the programme,
whose basic points—“equalisation of classes”, abolition of
the right of inheritance and abstention from political strug-
gle—could only befog the workers and bring harm to the
international proletarian movement. Marx is quite explicit
about Bakunin’s disruptive plans in relation to the Inter-
national Working Men’s Association. “They want to com-
promise us under our own patronage,” writes Marx in the
margin of the rules (p. 276).

In July and August 1869, the General Council discussed
the question of the right of inheritance. During the discus-
sion and in the report endorsed by the Council Marx
showed the theoretical untenability of the demand to abro-
gate the right of inheritance, which, it was asserted, would
lead to the abolition of private ownership of the means of
production. He provided a positive analysis of some of the
theses of historical materialism and his theory of the prole-
tarian revolution: “The laws of inheritance are not the
cause, but the effect, the juridical consequence of the
existing economical organisation of society, based upon
private property in the means of production” (p. 322).
Further he stressed that this demand was of no interest for
the workers since they had nothing to inherit, but it could
bring them colossal political harm because it would alienate
their ally, the peasants. Under no circumstances could
abolition of the right of inheritance serve as the beginning
of a social revolution: “The beginning must be to get the
means to socialise the means of labour” (p. 131).

After the General Council had refused to admit the
Alliance into the International on the conditions it proposed
(pp. 299-301), Bakunin and his supporters agreed to dissolve
the Alliance; they preserved it, however, as a secret organ-
isation and, having succeeded in getting their members
accepted into local sections of the International, they
2-597



18 PREFACE

continued the fight against Marx, the General Council and
the principles of the International.

At the Basle Congress Bakunin and his supporters
endeavoured to gain control of the International and, hav-
ing failed, declared open war on the General Council, mak-
ing L’Egalité, newspaper of the Romance Federation, their
mouthpiece. The chief slogan around which they began to
rally all sectarian groups discontent with the activity of
the General Council was the demand to forgo any
“political action which does not have as its immediate and
direct aim the triumph of the workers’ cause against Capi-
tal” (p. 275). This point in their programme lay behind
their attacks on the General Council’s attitude to the Irish
question, etc. (pp. 358-61).

The Bakuninist dogma that the working class should
abstain from political struggle, a dogma based on a failure
to understand the class nature of the state, on the idea
that the immediate abolition of the state should be the
first and last step of the proletarian revolution, could have
had irreparable harm on the working-class movement.
Thus, commencing with the circular “The General Council
to the Federal Council of Romance Switzerland”, the
Council directed its main blow against this dogma that
might disarm the proletariat before the ruling classes of
Europe.

In the fight against Bakunin, the General Council
received a good deal of assistance from the Russian section
of the First International. It was set up in Geneva in March
1870 by a group of young Russian political émigrés from
among middle-class intellectuals brought up on the ideas
of the revolutionary democrats Chernyshevsky and Dobro-
lyubov. On March 22, the Council admitted the Russian
section to the International and, at the request of the
Committee of this section, Marx became its representative
on the General Council (pp. 219, 366-67). At the congress at
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La Chaux-de-Fonds members of the Russian section op-
posed vigorously Bakunin’s dissentient policy.

In the strained international situation at the end of the
sixties the war threat was constantly the centre of atten-
tion of the General Council. The proletariat’s attitude to
wars was most eloquently formulated in the General
Council’s Address to the National Labour Union of the
United States, written by Marx. The Address stated that
war could hurl back for an indefinite period the growing
movement of the working class, that it would be advan-
tageous only to the exploiting classes which wanted to
set the workers of one country against those of another
so as to destroy their “growing international co-operation”.
Further, it stressed that “the working classes are bestriding
the scene of history no longer as servile retainers, but as
independent actors, conscious of their own responsibility,
and able to command peace where their would-be masters
shout war” (p. 321).

At its last meeting, before the outbreak of the Franco-
Prussian war, the General Council again discussed the
workers’ attitude to wars and, in particular, a proposal
concerning the practical means of doing away with stand-
ing armies. Marx included this question in the Mainz
Congress programme in the following terms: “Reconsidera-
tion by the Congress of the means to suppress war”
(p. 373).

This book also contains evidence of the successful growth
of the International’s organisations in various countries.
The many years of struggle waged by Marx and Engels,
and their followers—Bebel, Liebknecht and others—Iled at
the end of the sixties to great success for the ideas of the
International in Germany. Bebel, Liebknecht and their
supporters inspired the German workers with proletarian
internationalism and class solidarity with the workers of
all other countries. Before the congress of workers’ socie-
ties in Nuremberg, Bebel, on July 23, 1868, asked the

2
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General Council to send delegates to the congress and
wrote in this connection: “We intend to propose to the
congress to adopt the programme of the International
Association ... and to propose also to affiliate our organ-
isation to the International.” The General Council’s con-
tacts with the German working-class movement grew con-
siderably in these years: the Executive Committee of the
League of Workers’ Unions, elected in Nuremberg, was
empowered to act as the International’s Executive Com-
mittee in Germany (p. 33). At the Eisenach Congress held
in 1869 there was created, for the first time in the history
of the world working-class movement, a mass workers’
party whose programme was based on the principles of
the International; the party itself was actually a branch
of the International Association. The formation of the
Social-Democratic Party took the German working-class
movement to a new stage, making it a political force to
be reckoned with both at home and abroad. Marx and
Engels attached great importance to speeches made in the
North German Reichstag by the workers’ representatives
in defence of the workers’ interests. Marx drew the Coun-
cil's attention to the courage of Bebel who, in a country
where workers’ organisations were forbidden by law to
affiliate to any foreign societies, stood up in the Reichstag
and openly declared himself to be a defender and active
member of the International Working Men’s Association
(p. 82).

Marx and Engels constantly supported the German
Social-Democrats in their fight against the sectarian, split-
ting position taken by leaders of the Lassallean General
Association of German Workers, headed by Schweitzer.
“His artificial, sectarian organisation is opposed to the
historical and spontaneous organisation of the work-
ing class,” Marx wrote in the circular “The General
Council to the Federal Council of Romance Switzerland”
(p. 362).
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As is evident from this volume, the activity of the
General Council as a Federal Council of the International
for Britain brought considerable results; its connections
with the workers’ societies and business contacts with the
London Trades Council expanded greatly (pp. 281-83); in
1869 the Birmingham Congress of British Trade Unions
approved the activity of the International and strongly
recommended all workers’ societies to join (p. 151).

The upsurge of the Irish rebellion, the work of the
General Council, and the broadening of the British work-
ers’ contacts with their comrades on the Continent via
the General Council, enabled leading representatives of
the British workers to set up their own independent
organisation on the basis of the International’s programme.
In October 1869 the Land and Labour League came into
being. Its Executive Committee included several General
Council members and its programme, formulated by
Eccarius with Marx's participation, was influenced by
decisions taken at congresses of the International (pp. 345-
51). Marx thought the League could play an important part
in revolutionising the British workers and in preparing
the soil for the formation of a workers’ party in Britain.
As he wrote to Engels on October 30, 1869, “one of the
consequences of the Basle Congress must be the formation
of the Land and Labour League (set up, incidentally,
directly by the General Council), through which the
workers’ party is making a complete break with the bour-
geoisie, and whose starting-point is nationalisation of
land”.

However, because of the strong reformist trend in the
British working-class movement represented by the labour
aristocracy, and because of the conciliatory and chauvin-
istic attitude of trade union leaders, the League more and
more came under bourgeois influence and gradually parted
company with the International.
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Discussion of the Irish question, conducted by the
General Council at Marx’s suggestion in November and
December 1869, coupled with the extensive campaign
in defence of the condemned Fenian revolutionaries, had
a big effect in freeing many British labour leaders from
chauvinism and nationalistic prejudices and promoted
their class awareness. When the British Government’s
behaviour over the question of an Irish amnesty was
discussed, the chauvinistic trade union leaders and General
Council members, Odger and Mottershead, found them-
selves isolated. The Council unanimously passed a resolu-
tion severely condemning the behaviour of Gladstone’s
government over the amnesty question (pp. 178-84, 185-
90, 192-93).

The General Council was unable to discuss the attitude
of British workers to the Irish question (p. 177) because
of Marx’s illness, but the essence of the question is given
in a short record of Marx’s speech made on December 14,
1869: “He considered the solution of the Irish question as
the solution of the English, and the English as the solution
of the European” (p. 196). A more detailed exposition of
the proletariat’s position in relation to the national libera-
tion struggle of oppressed peoples on the Irish example
was provided by Marx in the circular “The General Council
to the Federal Council of Romance Switzerland” (pp. 358-
61), and in a number of letters to leaders of the world
working-class movement written in 1869 and 1870.

Marx emphasised that giving the Irish the right to decide
their own fate was a necessary condition for emancipating
the workers in Britain itself. “Only by putting forward
this demand was Marx really educating the English
workers in the spirit of internationalism,” Lenin was to
write later (Collected Works, Vol. 22, pp. 149-50). Lenin
held that in the interests of its own freedom the proletariat
of an exploiting nation is in duty bound to fight against the
policy of national oppression and considered this to be
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the basic principle of internationalism and socialism. From
experience of supporting the fight of the Irish people for
independence, Marx and Engels drew up a programme and
tactics of the workers’ party in relation to the national
liberation movement. They maintained that oppressed
peoples must be given the right to self-determination, thus
laying the cornerstone for the national policy of the
workers’ party.

The Minutes also contain valuable material which throws
light on the role of the General Council in strengthening
the sections of the International in France when a revolu-
tionary situation was maturing in the country on the eve
of the Franco-Prussian war. The French workers were
once again coming to the fore. Growing trade organisations
united in a federation in Paris; for the elections to the
Legislative Corps in May 1869, the French workers came
out with their own election programme, which bore the
imprint of ideas of the International (p. 95). The creation
of federations of the International in Paris, Rouen and
Lyons (pp. 218, 228, etc.), the mounting influence of the
Left-wing Proudhonists (Varlin and others), the increasingly
active participation of workers in the political struggle,
the publication of a faithful translation of the Rules of
the International Association, and other facts were
evidence of the extension of the sphere of influence of the
International’s ideas.

A great deal of work in reinforcing the French sections
of the International, ideologically and organisationally,
against petty-bourgeois sectarianism and anarchism was
done by the close associates of Marx and Engels, Eugéne
Dupont, Corresponding Secretary for France, and Paul
Lafargue who moved to Paris in 1868 and played an
important part in popularising scientific socialism in
France. Lafargue actively participated in the formation of
the Paris Federation and, after the arrest of its leaders,
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became the General Council’s special correspondent in
France (p. 240).

The General Council roundly condemned the adven-
turistic activity of the so-called French Federal branch in
London which by its calls for terrorist acts against Napo-
leon II1 provided the French police with an excuse for
repressions against leaders of the French workers (pp. 83,
236). One of the paramount principles of Marxism which
the International strictly observed is that internal forces of
social revolution must evolve in each country, not be
imposed from without, that one should rely on the maturity
and forces of the working class itself in the given country,
not on the policy of conspiracy and terror. The Interna-
tional learned this principle from historical experience and
built its tactics accordingly.

As is evident from the Minutes, these years saw a great
growth and consolidation of ties between the General
Council and the American labour movement (pp. 212, 219,
241, etc.); Cameron, delegate of the biggest American
workers’ organisation—the National Labour Union—took
part in the work of the Basle Congress and chaired one of
the Council meetings in London on his way to the United
States (p. 156).

The General Council regarded the chief aim of the
American sections of the International to be the fight for
the unity of the worker-émigrés of different nationalities
with the long-standing workers of Ametica. In a letter to
Hume, correspondent of the Association in New York,
Eccarius wrote: “One of our aims is to eliminate whatever
may yet remain of national antipathies ... from the minds
of working men.... We cannot admit that either French
or Germans have an opposite or special interest from any
other workmen, and we always urge them on to take an
active part in, and identify themselves with, the movement
of the working men of the country in which they reside,
particularly in America” (pp. 243-44).
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The Minutes contain a wealth of documentary material
depicting the role of Marx as leader of the International
Working Men’s Association. Despite his grave illness and
vast academic work he took a regular part in the activities
of the General Council. All the most important documents
of the General Council included in this volume, as earlier,
were either penned by Marx or edited by him. Marx’s
authority as an outstanding theoretician, his scientifically-
argumented and dialectical speeches on complex problems
concerning the Association’s programme and practical
work determined the outcome of discussions and the main
line of the Council’s activity. Even the brief and often
incomplete records of many of Marx’s speeches contain
important ideas on the theory and tactics of the working-
class movement. As Corresponding Secretary for Germany
and representative of the Russian section and the German-
speaking sections in the United States, Marx conducted
extensive correspondence with various cities of Europe
and America, kept contact with the Belgian working-class
movement through De Paepe and with the French through
Lafargue, participated in the fulfilment of practical tasks
connected with the British working-class movement, etc.
(pp. 35, 40, 64, 70, 161, 172-73, etc.). Relying on his ex-
perience and knowledge he helped Council members to
take correct decisions.

Uncompromising in ideological struggle, Marx taught
Council members to pay careful attention to people, and
fought against any subjective prejudices affecting the
settlement of matters of principle. In March 1870, the
Standing Committee, in connection with a conflict in the
Lyons section between the old members of the section
and Richard, a friend of Bakunin's, passed a resolution
which had great significance for the whole of the working-
class movement. In this resolution the General Council
reminded all members of the Association that before any
publication or any public action the Council should be ap-
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prised of it; if that was not done it was likely to excite
personal animosities and produce divisions in the proleta-
rian ranks, and could only be useful to the adversaries of
the working class (pp. 215-16). Marx advised not to sow
discord among the workers and their organisations, always
to seek unity of action and of opinion, emphasising that any
unprincipled discussions were only playing into the hands
of the workers’ enemies.

Engels was not on the General Council until autumn
1870, because he lived in Manchester at the time, but he
did take an active part in elaborating the tactics of the
International, helped Marx in composing many documents
(pp.- 302-09), and discussed in letters and in personal con-
versation with Marx all the more important aspects of the
International’s activity. Together with Marx, Engels elabo-
rated the tactics of the General Council concerning Bakunin
and the Alliance of Socialist Democracy, leadership of the
German working class, and all the vital problems con-
fronting the British, French and American working-class
movement.

The documents show that a firm nucleus of proletarian
revolutionaries had formed in the General Council, men
who adhered to the ideas of scientific communism and
who had acquired rich theoretical and practical experience
in guiding the world working-class movement. The numer-
ous speeches by Dupont, Eccarius, Jung, Lessner, Robert
Shaw and others demonstrate their political maturity as
workers’ leaders. Thanks to Marx, the General Council
was able to adopt an independent proletarian stand on all
the essential questions of theory and tactics for the world
working-class movement.

The section “Documents of the General Council of the
International Working Men’s Association” contains valu-
able documents of the General Council for the period from
the autumn of 1868 to July 14, 1870. Most of them were
written or edited by Marx. The volume also includes those
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of the resolutions of the Geneva and Brussels congresses
which may be considered as part of the platform of prin-
ciples of the International Working Men’s Association.
Other General Council documents of this period may
be found in the Explanatory Notes at the end of the book.

* * *

The complete text of the General Council Minutes for
the period between September 22, 1868, and July 12, 1870,
is published here, for the first time in the original, in
accordance with photo-copies of the Minute Books in the
Central Party Archives of the Institute of Marxism-Lenin-
ism of the Central Committee of the C.P.S.U. in Moscow.
The Minutes were first published by the Institute in Russian
in a book entitled The General Council of the First Inter-
national, 1868-1870. Minutes, Moscow, 1964.

The Minutes of General Council meetings between
September 22, 1868, and August 31, 1869, recorded on
94 foolscap pages, complete the second Minute Book whose
original is at the London Bishopsgate Institute. The Minutes
from September 14, 1869 to July 12, 1870 are recorded on
the first 88 pages of the third Minute Book which was
formerly kept in the archives of the German Social-Demo-
crats and is now at the International Institute for Social
History in Amsterdam. The Minutes were as a rule recorded
by Eccarius who at this time performed the duties of
General Secretary of the Council. In his absence for reasons
of illness, Jung wrote down the Minutes.

The footnotes show the condition of the manuscript,
its specific features and other textological remarks; they
also give the names of persons not mentioned in the text
itself, references to other pages in the text, etc.

The notes at the end of the book provide a more detailed
explanation of the published material. In their compila-
tion, use has largely been made of the Marx-Engels corres-
pondence, their letters to active members of the Interna-
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tional and the correspondence between other members of
the General Council and leaders of the International—all
this taken chiefly from material kept at the Central Party
Archives and the Library of the Institute of Marxism-
Leninism. Wide use has also been made of matter from
the International’s press. In particular, publication of the
General Council Minutes in The Bee-Hive and other papers
is mentioned, and a very careful reading of the newspaper
accounts has been made with the texts of the Minutes
manuscripts.

The present volume is also furnished with a name index,
an index of periodicals, an index of addresses and geo-
graphical names, and an appendix, which contains the
English translation of General Council documents written
in other languages.

The contents and arrangement of this volume correspond
to those of the above-mentioned Russian edition of 1964
prepared for publication by Valentina Smirnova and
Tatyana Vassilyeva, under the general editorship of Irene
Bach, of the Institute of Marxism-Leninism.

The originals for the English edition have been deci-
phered by Nina Nepomnyashchaya, of the Institute of
Marxism-Leninism, and the volume has been prepared for
publication by our editor, Lydia Belyakova.

No alterations have been made in the text, apart from
corrections of obvious slips of the pen, misspelt words,
and biographical and geographical names. Almost all
abbreviations have been written out, and in some places
supplementary words in square brackets have been inserted
to render the text clearer to the reader.
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[1868]
MEETING OF THE NEW COUNCIL!

September 22*

Members present: Buckley, Eccarius, Jung, Lessner,
Lucraft, [Mrs.] Law, Marx, Bernard, Lafargue, Limburg,
Johannard, Weston.

(Eccarius read a letter from the Sunday League? inviting
the Council to co-operate in a discussion of the Sunday
question).

H. Jung in the chair.

Eccarius announced that Congress had again appointed
London as the seat of the Council and the following
members had been unanimously elected as the Executive**
for the ensuing year:

R. Applegarth Lessner
Bernard Limburg
Buckley Law, Harriet
Cohn Marx
Copeland Maurice

Dell Milner
Dupont Odger
Eccarius Stepney, Cowell
Fox Shaw

Hales Walton
Howell Weston
Jung Williams
Lafargue Zabicki.3

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 159-63 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
** Of the General Council.—Ed.
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It was then agreed that the names be published and the
resolutions passed by the Congress urging the branches
to carry out § 4 of the Regulations and that § 8 of the said
Regulations shall be strictly adhered to at the next
Congress.4

Cit. Marx announced that he had received a letter from
Essen in Germany announcing a strike of 1,300 miners to
recover a reduction of wages, and applying for pecuniary
assistance.

An opinion was expressed that at present there was
very little hope of getting money and Cit. Marx was in-
structed to reply to the letter to that effect.

Cit. Marx also stated that he had received a note from
the Secretary* of the Working Men’s Institute, Boston,
U.S., that the members of that association desired to enter
into correspondence with the Council.5

Cit. Jung stated that the tin-plate workers who had
agreed to join about twelve months ago® had voted some
money and also written some letters which seemed to have
miscarried in consequence of the Council having shifted
its quarters several times in the interval.? He handed in
the name of the Secretary and the address of the place of
meeting.

Eccarius called attention to an American working men’s
election address published in the Chicago W([orkingman’s]
A[dvocate]® and read some extracts from it.

Eccarius then gave a brief account of his mission to
Nuremberg? stating that he had been exceedingly gratified
with the tact the German working men had acquired during
the short time they had been in possession of the liberty
of publicly meeting. The question of joining the Interna-
tional Association had been carried by 68 against 46, the
minority consisting of men who were afraid to meddle
with politics. As he had been obliged to leave for Brussels

* Randall.—Ed.
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the moment the question had been decided he could not
say what further steps had been taken.

Cit. Marx stated that a committee of 16 had subsequent-
ly been appointed to carry out the resolution and to act
as the Executive Committee of the International Working
Men’s Association for Germany, and they had applied for
power to act as such.

Cit. Lucraft proposed and Mrs. Law seconded that the
said Committee be empowered [to] act as the Executive
for Germany. The proposition was agreed to.

Cit. Jung then gave an account of his mission to Brus-
sels. He said: I arrived Sunday morning and went to the
Swans’ Hotel where the Brussels section was engaged with
verifying credentials. I had to help, the English delegates
had not yet arrived. A meeting had been arranged at the
National Circus Theatre to commence at two o’clock but
it was three o'clock before proceedings commenced. I
accepted the office of chairman for that day. I gave a brief
account of our doings during the past year!0 and then
called upon the delegates to do the same for their res-
pective localities. Those statements were intended for the
public. Stepney, Lucraft and Dupont who had in the
meantime put in an appearance spoke, Stepney represent-
ing himself as of the Reform Leaguell on the road to the
Peace Congress at Berne.l? Next morning at the Swans'
the Congress Committee was appointed, the proceedings
were rather tedious, most of the delegates spoke French
and everything was translated in French. It was rather
hard work as there was a great diversity of opinion.

Lucraft said there was a little confusion but if Jung
had stopped, the English delegates would have fared better.
It would be better if in future a professional translator
could be engaged, there would be a better chance of having
one’s opinion properly conveyed. 1 do not believe that the
essential points of the speeches were translated. I was
rather out of order by falling foul of standing armies, but

3-597
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I do not regret it,!3 I think it has done good. There were
many opinions expressed which I did not like, but I think
in the long run we will arrive at sound conclusions. We
are young yet. I believe we will accomplish our end.

Eccarius said the great difficulty is the great infusion
of young men at every Congress. There was a remarkable
absence of those who were present at former Congresses.
Belgium was only represented by one delegate at the Con-
gress of Lausanne, but the rapid progress the Association
has made since then in Belgium has introduced a pro-
digious number of young men, who formed almost a
predominating party at the Congress.t4 It is only natural
that they should treat some questions, about which our
minds were made up years ago, as something new and
argue them with all the fervour of youth and novelty. It
is tedious to the old ones but it cannot be avoided. Trades
Unionism for instance which to English workmen has
assumed the form of an ordinary business necessity has
only been lately taken up in Belgium; the workmen there
treat it as [a] new idea, it pervades all their resolutions,
all their speeches, they are going to cure everything by
trades unions.

Cit. Milner asked whether Eccarius had not confounded
someone’s scheme with the doings of the late Bronterre
O’Brien in his speech on the credit question. Bronterre
O’Brien had never instituted anything.

Eccarius said he had not stated anything of the kind
in his speech but that he had alluded to Bronterre O’Brien
as one who had devoted a good deal of his time to the
question, but his writings and speeches had not tended to
any practical results, and that the proposition then before
the Congress would in his opinion share the same fate.

Cit. Lessner said: when I arrived at the station I found
no one to receive me, I found no one at the Swans’ Hotel.
De Paepe came at last and took me away as I was to the
big meeting and I was called upon to speak and spoke
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several times. Next morning everything seemed to have
been arranged by the Brussels section. There was a great
deal of misunderstanding. The French-speaking delegates
are generally noisy when English or German speeches are
delivered. Much time was lost by the resolutions having
to be brought on in the morning’s meetings. We carried
our points because some of the Belgians forsook their
leaders. A professional translator is required. In future the
Council must make different arrangements, the Brussels
arrangements were deficient.

Jung had not availed himself of the preparations made
for the reception of delegates but he thought the arrange-
ments had been deficient. He did not endorse the opinion
of engaging a professional translator.

Cit. Marx said: we have heard nothing but censure of
the French but we must bear in mind that it was an act
of courage on their part to be present at the Congress at
all and that any shortcoming in their tact in deliberative
assemblies is owing to the circumstances by which they
are surrounded.

Mrs. Law read a leading article from the Morning
Advertiser refuting the assertions of the Times respecting
the question of strikes and machinery.13

The Council adjourned at 11 o’clock.

H. JUNG, Chairman

COUNCIL MEETING*

September 2916

Members present: Buckley, Bernard, Cohn, Dupont,
Eccarius, Jung, Applegarth, Lessner, Lucraft, Lafargue,
Marx, Weston, Mrs. Law, Milner.

Cit. Jung in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting read and confirmed.

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 163-64 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.

3
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Cit. Marx stated that the strike at Essen* was at an
end, the men having succeeded.

Letter from Pelletier, New York, acknowledged the
receipt of the Lausanne Congress reports.1” About Cit. Isard
he stated that he was an active worker and an honest man,
and that what has been said about him is untrue.

A German, Dr. Hirsch, has declared that all the principal
trades unions of England had withdrawn from the Inter-
national Association.**

Cit. Applegarth stated there was no truth in the state-
ment as far as he knew. He wished to know what position
he held on the Council, if he was elected by the Congress
he would take his seat and do his duty.

The Chairman informed him that he was elected by the
Congress.

Cit. Marx proposed and Dupont seconded that 24 copies
of the proceedings of the Congress be ordered.1®

Lucraft proposed, Dupont seconded, that Eccarius be
General Secretary. Carried on.

Marx proposed Cowell Stepney as Treasurer.

Lessner seconded. Carried on.

Cit. Applegarth proposed, Cohn seconded, that the
secretaries for the various countries be reappointed.
Carried on.

Cit. Dupont proposed, Lessner seconded, that Bernard
be appointed Secretary for Belgium. Carried on.

Cit. Weston proposed, Lucraft seconded, that the
General Secretary take the correspondence with the Na-
tional Labour Union?? and other English-speaking associa-
tions of America. Carried on.

Cit. Marx proposed, Dupont seconded, that Siegfried
Meyer and Pelletier at New York be nominated corres-
ponding members for America for the French and German
languages. Carried unanimously.20

* See p. 32 of the present volume.—Ed.
** See pp. 281-83 of the present volume.—Ed.
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Mr. Dodson, Secretary of the Amalgamated Cordwain-
ers, presented a letter from the Liverpool Shoemakers
complaining against some Prussians working against the
Union men and asking the assistance of the Council by
communicating the fact to Germany.

Eccarius was instructed to write a letter to be com-
municated to the Germans at Liverpool.

Cit. Cohn reported that he had succeeded in inducing
the Cigar-Makers of Brussels to form a trades union and
to join the International Association. He had also entered
into communication with the Cigar-Makers of Antwerp.
About the Congress he was of Lessner’s opinion that a
professional translator was required. The questions had
not been sufficiently discussed by the Council before the
delegates went to the Congress and therefore they could
not state the opinion of the Council. His employer had done
differently to Eccarius’s; he had had a long conversation
with him and expressed his readiness to enter into indus-
trial partnership upon certain condition.2t

Cit. Weston thought that the best thing that could be
done was to commence the discussion at once upon the
best means of establishing co-operation.

The question of answering the letter of the Sunday
League was then raised. After some conversation it was
proposed to appoint a deputation of three to give informa-
tion, and to inform them that if the League calls a
meeting,* delegates will be appointed to take part in the
discussion. Unanimously carried.

Lafargue proposed that Jung, Lessner, Sahlman and
Dupont be appointed. Unanimously carried.

B. LUCRAFT, Chairman
H. JUNG, Secretary pro tem.**
* See p. 38 of the present volume.—Ed.

** Lucraft and Jung carried out the duties of acting chairman
and secretary at the following General Council meeting.—Ed.
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COUNCIL MEETING*

6 October 1868

Members present: Bernard, Marx, Dupont, Mrs. Law,
Johannard, Lafargue, Milner, Lucraft, Jung.

Cit. Lucraft in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read, when
Lafargue observed that he was sorry to see** that the
Secretary had omitted the remarks that he made, at the
previous meeting, concerning Cit. Eccarius. Cit. Lafargue
then repeated his remarks and insisted that they should
be inserted in that evening’s Minutes. Cit. Lafargue asked
Eccarius for what reason he attributed to himself at the
Brussels Congress and in the Times the resolution of the
General Council on machinery.22 Eccarius said that it was
by mistake because he was so much confused. But Lafargue
answered him that he could not believe that assertion
because the reports of Eccarius in the Times were too
well written and his suppressions too arbitrary and cleverly
done.2

Marx then proposed, Dupont seconded, the adoption and
the Minutes were confirmed.

A letter was read from Cit. Dell wherein he stated that
he could not devote any time at present for the Interna-
tional as his time was taken up by the Reform League;
Cit. Marx proposed and Mrs. Law seconded that the
Secretary should answer his letter; adopted unanim-
ously.

A letter was read from the Sunday League fixing
Thursday, 22 October, for the meeting of the members of
the joint committee on the Continental Sunday.

* The Minutes are in Jung's hand on pp. 164-66 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.

** Further the words “that Eccarius” are crossed out in the
MS.—Ed.
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A letter was read from Cit. Eccarius stating that he was
unable to attend, being too ill to go out and asking to
be informed whether the printing of the Congress
reports had been completed by the editor of the Peuple
Belge.

Proposed by Lafargue and seconded by Dupont that the
instructions of the General Council given at Geneva be
printed with the Brussels resolutions*; adopted unani-
mously.

Cit. Jung thought that we ought to send an address to
Cit. Odger with a view of furthering his election to Parlia-
ment,2 if we could do so without sacrificing our dignity;
Cit. Milner was in favour but on the condition that we
remind him that he is there to discuss the labour questions;
Marx thought that a simple working man was not much
use in the House, but thought that it might be useful for
this Association.

Lucraft made some remarks in favour of the address
being sent; Jung then proposed and Marx seconded that
an address be sent; adopted unanimously.

Marx was appointed to make a draft of said address;
adopted unanimously.

Dupont made a notice of motion that a librarian be
appointed.

Cit. Weston remarked that a discussion had been opened
“on the employment of the unemployed poor” at the
Adelphi Club on Saturday evenings; he desired the working
classes to be informed of it so that they should attend.

The meeting then adjourned.

Council meeting, October the 6th.

J. COHN, Chairman
H. JUNG, Secretary pro tem.

* See pp. 284-98 of the present volume.—Ed.
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COUNCIL MEETING*
October 13th

Members present: Marx, Johannard, Jung, Dupont, La-
fargue, Lucraft, Limburg, Lessner, Milner and Odger.

Cit. Milner in the chair.

Cit. Marx announced that trades unions on the model
of the English trades unions were being formed throughout
Germany.

Cit. Marx then read the address to Odger.

Cit. Lucraft read a statement from The Star where it
appeared Odger had stated, at a meeting of the electors
and non-electors of Chelsea, that if he were returned to
the House he would not simply go there as a representative
of labour but that he would give his unflinching support
to the great Liberal Party; Cit. Lucraft hoped Odger’s
speech was wrongly reported, else he would be compelled
to withdraw his support from the address, for he would
never support a man who was pledged to any government
or any party.

Cit. Odger replied that he was most improperly reported,
he had said he would support Mr. Gladstone in the Irish
Church question?; upon being proposed by Lessner,
seconded by Lucraft, the address was agreed to.

Cit. Odger then stated that a delegate meeting would
take place, on the following evening, to take into con-
sideration a bill** whose object it is to amend the law
concerning trades unions, their funds, etc.26

Lessner proposed and Lafargue seconded that Marx,
Dupont and Jung compose that deputation; adopted.

Chairman***
H. JUNG, Secretary pro tem.

* The Minutes are in Jung’s hand on p. 166a of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
** Further the words “framed by some trades unions” are crossed
out in the MS.—Ed.
*+* Unsigned.—Ed.
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COUNCIL MEETING*

October 20th, 1868

Members present: Cohn, Dupont, Zabicki, Lessner, Marx,
Limburg, Weston, Bernard, Johannard and Jung.

Cit. Cohn in the chair.

The Minutes of the two previous meetings were read
and confirmed.

A long and interesting letter was read from Cit. Jessup,
New York; it referred chiefly to their late Congress and
stated that our Congress reports** did not arrive in time
to be submitted to their Congress.28

Cit. Dupont stated that he had received a letter from a
late member of the French branch in London,? now in
New York, who says that the reports circulated concerning
Isard were a tissue of falsehoods; the writer also stated
that he had attempted to make some propaganda for our
Association, but had found out that it was useless unless
he were provided with credentials from the General
Council.

Cit. Dupont stated that Cit. Lagauche, who was present,
wished to make a statement concerning a member of the
committee of the French branch.*#**

Cit. Lagauche stated that in 1848 he had known Cit. Eu-
géne Thiou, who was clerk to Arles, the man-dealer, that
the said Thiou used to act in conjunction with brothel-
keepers in order to rob the prostitutes of their money,
that he had witnesses who had also known Eugéne Thiou
in the same character in Paris, among whom was Alise,
a turner.

* The Minutes are in Jung’s hand on pp. 167-69 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.

** Of the Brussels Congress of the International.—Ed.

*** Further the following words are crossed out in the MS: “named
Thiou, who had been banished from France for having committed
acts of the gravest immorality”.—Ed.
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Cit. Lagauche was greatly surprised to see such a man
taking a prominent part in such an Association and he
thought it deterred many from joining; many of his friends
had complained to him about Thiou, still he did not con-
sider it his business to interfere until he saw Thiou’s
name appended to some bills (as member of a committee
of the International) calling upon all democrats to attend
a meeting under the auspices of the Int. WM.A. Cit.
Lagauche attended said meeting and told the chairman,
Cit. Besson, that in case Thiou should appear on the plat-
form he would expose him publicly. Cit. Besson begged of
Cit. Lagauche not to make any noise about it, promising
that he would prevent Thiou from coming on the platform.

Subsequently he [Lagauche] appeared before the French
branch and there made the same statement that he was
now making. Cit. Thiou denied that he was the man,
saying there were other Thious. He admitted being
banished from France for having been compromised in a
bad house robbery, known under the name of ‘“robbery
Valentin”, but stated that nothing being proved against
him, the police, out of spite, had him banished as a keeper
of bad women. Cit. Lagauche had brought the matter
forward on public ground and disclaimed all personal
feeling on the subject.

Cit. Marx [proposed] and Lessner seconded that the
matter be referred to the Sub-Committee. Carried unani-
mously.

Marx next read from a bill convoking a meeting whose
object would be to decide “whether the International
W. M. Ass. should become a political association”.’

The Chairman thought the matter most important and
said such an announcement, made on the part of a few
members only, most impudent. Referred to [the] Sub-
Committee.

It was then moved by Cit. Weston, seconded by Lessner,
that powers be granted to the Sub-Committee to act at
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once in this matter in case of need. Adopted unanimously.
Marx proposed that Cit. Cohn be added to the Sub-
Committee. Adopted.
The meeting then adjourned.

Chairman*
H. JUNG, Secretary pro tem.

COUNCIL MEETING**

November 3d, 1868

Cit. Dupont in the chair.

Members present: Townshend, Weston, Marx, Jung,
Buckley, Johannard, Limburg, Bernard and Odger.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

A letter was read from Cit. Eccarius in which he stated
he had drawn up the report of the Congress3! as determined
by a resolution of the***; he feared it would be some time
before he would be able to attend the meetings.

Marx announced the formation of a democratic working-
men’s club at Berlin, which had declared against Schulze-
Delitzsch, against Schweitzer and against the government.32

Jung read extracts from an address sent by the Parjs****
branches of the Int. W.M.A. to the Spanish working men
expressing a hope that their revolution will be not simply
a political one, but an economical one.33

Weston proposed and Johannard seconded that an
address be prepared and be held in readiness to be sent
to the Spanish Cortes. Adopted unanimously.

* Unsigned.—Ed.

** The Minutes are in Jung’s hand on pp. 169-71 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
*** A gap in the Minutes.—Ed.
**+* An error. Reference is to the Swiss branches.—Ed.
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Weston proposed and Jung seconded that Marx should
write the said address; adopted unanimously.

Jung stated that he could ill afford the time required
for the proper fulfilment of the extra labours devolved
upon him through the illness of the General Secretary*
and he hoped someone would be appointed provisionally
to fill the place; after some discussion he said he had no
objection to write out the Minutes of the meetings of the
Council, but he hoped somebody would be appointed to
write the reports to the Bee-Hive.

It was then shown that the Congress reports would take
up a few weeks and the matter [was] dropped.

The first part of the report was then read and adopted
and Citizen Weston was appointed to get it inserted in
the Bee-Hive and to make arrangements with the editors
with a view of printing 1,000 copies of these reports.

Jung proposed and Weston seconded that Marx be
appointed to revise the translation of the remainder of the
report; adopted unanimously.

The Secretary for Belgium** then read a letter from
Bruxelles. A committee had been appointed by the Congress
to inquire into certain charges made by Cit. Vésinier
against certain members of the L. W.M.A. Cit. Vésinier had
one month accorded to him to prepare his defence,*** but
although he promised to supply the proofs in support of
the charges made by him, he failed to do so and the com-
mittee had to investigate the matter without the proofs;
after a patient and lengthy investigation the committee
adopted the following conclusions unanimously with but
two dissentients (one abstaining and the other voting
against): the committee fail to discover the slightest trace
of truth in the charges made by Cit. Vésinier and they

* Eccarius.—Ed.

** Bernard.—Ed.
*** Further the following words are crossed out in the MS: “and
to supply the proofs in support of his charges”.—Ed.
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consider him unworthy of belonging to an Association
which has for basis: Morality, Justice and Truth.
Johannard proposed and Marx seconded that the Belgian
Secretary should ask the committee to insert the decision
in the papers and to communicate it to the French branchdj;
adopted unanimously.
The meeting then adjourned.

Chairman*
H. JUNG, Secretary pro tem.

COUNCIL MEETING**

November 10, 1868

Cit. Lessner in the chair.

Members present: Lucraft, Stepney, Shaw, Johannard,
Jung, Dupont, Limburg, Bernard.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

The second part of the report was then read.***

Cit. Lucraft thought that the**** resolution concerning
strikes was somewhat altered from the original; but on
being compared to the French it was found to be a good
translation; Cit. Lucraft said that the resolution had been
softened down and that he had no objection to it now;
at first it was sought to pledge the Association to do
certain things, but now it was left more to the members.

Cit. Jung proposed and Shaw seconded the report to be
adopted; adopted unanimously.

* Unsigned.—Ed.
** The Minutes are in Jung’s hand on pp. 171-72 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
*** See pp. 39, 43, 292-97 of the present volume.—Ed.
**** Further the word “first” is crossed out in the MS.—Ed.
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Dupont proposed that we should insert in the report
that the labour statistic is still open and inviting societies
to send in their reports.33 Seconded by Jung; adopted.

The meeting then adjourned.

Chairman*
H. JUNG, Secretary pro tem.3

COUNCIL MEETING**
November 24, 1868

Cit. Shaw in the chair.

Members present: Lucraft, Dupont, Hales, Buckley,
Weston, Marx, Milner, Lessner, Jung, Stepney.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

Marx read a letter from Saxony from some miners who
wish to join the Association3? of which they had read in
different papers but especially in a book (by W. Eichhoff)3;
they agree with the principles of the LW.M.A. and think
their country would be a fair field for propagating those
principles.*** Cit. W. Jungnickel, President of the Lugau
branch of the Miners’ Association, brought the subject
before the committee of the Lugau, Wiirschnitz and Oels-
nitz branches, when they unanimously agreed to join the
Association and authorised Cit. W. Jungnickel and
G. A. Bachmann to get the proper information in order to
enable them to join.****

Since the year 1865 the desirability of having a common
fund between the miners of this place and the surrounding

* Unsigned.—Ed.

** The first part of the Minutes is in Jung’s hand on pp. 172-73
of the Minute Book.—Ed.
e Futli’ther the words “they authorised” are crossed out in the
MS.—Ed.
**** On pp. 173-74 the Minutes are in an unknown hand.—Ed.
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districts was felt, but many difficulties are in the way, the
chief one is that all the collieries, whether they are worked
by companies or private individuals, have a fund of their
own towards which every miner is obliged to contribute;
the masters keeping the entire control of the fund without
being in any way obliged to contribute towards it; at the
same time the master is at liberty to discharge his men
without the men having any claim to a fund to which they
may have contributed half their lifetime; before they can
begin work in a new pit they must pay an entrance fee
varying according to age from 5s. to £6, which entrance
fee must be paid during the first six months of their stay;
in case of illness the allowance they get from the fund
is not enough to sustain life; the same is the case when
they get incapacitated from overwork, through accident,
or old age; they are even liable to be struck off the books
simply for displeasing the master; the consequence of this
state of things is worse for old men than for young ones,
for if they leave or are discharged from a pit, besides
losing all their contributions, they stand very little chance
of getting any work. Some of those funds have accumulated
so much as £5,000. The only way to remedy this evil is
to amalgamate all those funds into one to be under the
control of the workmen themselves. A petition was drawn
up, signed by seven thousand miners, and two committees
were appointed with the view of accomplishing this object.
In spite of a three years’ fight no result has yet been
obtained, and the plan proposed by the president that a
petition should be sent to the government convinces the
workmen that nothing will be done, as they know what
to expect from that quarter and that their salvation can
only come from the union of the working classes of the
whole world; if Lugau has joined with only two thousand
men it is certain that Zwickau will soon join with seven
thousand, and Potschappel will join with as many more;
in conclusion the writer mentions [that] Lugau belongs to
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the 19th electoral district which is represented in the
North-German Parliament by W. Liebknecht, Karl Marx’s
friend.

Weston then explained about his mission to the Bee-
Hive*; he called many times without finding anybody at
home; Potter advised him not to keep the type unless it
were to print some slips as there would be no saving if
the report was published in a pamphlet form.

Milner spoke about a dinner that is to be given to Rever-
dy Johnson, the American Minister, and he asked if the
Council would take any part in it.

Lucraft asked by whom the dinner was to be given; he
said there were workmen who never worked; he disliked
workmen who live by their wits instead of their work.

Hales said that Allan, who was one of the prompters,
had the right to call himself a representative man, and that
it was well known that dinners were only an excuse for
speechmaking.

Marx replied that speeches were often an excuse for
dinners and that Johnson did not represent the working
classes of America.

Jung said that promoters of the said dinner were well
aware of the existence of the LW.A. and if they wanted
us to take part in it they ought to have communicated
with us, and until they do so no steps ought to be taken;
the matter [was] then dropped.

Weston then said he had heard of the death of Mazzini**
and should the report be confirmed he would move that
an address be written condoling for the great loss we
had sustained in the death of Mazzini.

Jung was opposed to any address being written by the
Council; however much he admired him as a patriot and
a middle-class republican, he knew him to be opposed to

* See p. 44 of the present volume.—Ed.
** The remainder of the Minutes is in Jung’s hand on p. 175 of
the Minute Book.—Ed.
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the class struggle that was going on; while we are the
leaders of one class, he is one of the leaders of the other
class and as such only could we treat him in an address.

After a few remarks by Marx and Hales the matter
[was] dropped.

Lessner was requested to call upon Eccarius in order
that we should know whether the papers were still sent to
America and Belgium; Shaw at the same time said that if
Eccarius could not come himself he ought to send the
books so that we should know what is our financial posi-
tion.

The meeting then adjourned.

Chairman*
H. JUNG, Secretary pro tem.

COUNCIL MEETING**
1 December 1868

Cit. Shaw in the chair.

Members present: Buckley, Hales, Dupont, Marx, Johan-
nard, Bernard, Lessner, Stepney, Limburg, Jung.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

A letter was read from Cit. Applegarth inviting the
Council to send a delegate to a meeting convened for the
purpose of deciding what form the reception of Mr. Reverdy
Johnson should assume.

Jung saw no objection to sending a delegate whose
mission should be to oppose such a demonstration.

Marx thought Johnson did not represent the working
classes of America; by shaking hands with Laird he had

* Unsigned.—Ed.

** The Minutes are in Jung’s hand on pp. 175-77 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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betrayed his country; the northern press of America was
protesting against his doings in England, and he then
spoke of a letter, in the Daily News of the 1st December,
written by an American, as showing the spirit entertained
by Americans towards Johnson’s conduct; Marx concluded
by saying the working classes ought not to go in the wake
of the upper and middle classes.

After a few remarks by the Chairman a resolution pro-
posed by Marx and seconded by Dupont “that a delegate
be sent to act in conformity with the views expressed by
the different speakers” was unanimously adopted; Marx
proposed and Dupont seconded that Shaw and Jung be
appointed*; adopted unanimously.

Marx read a letter from Liebknecht stating that the new
rules had been drawn up on the model of the Rules sent
from England, but with some modifications so as to bring
them more in accord with the decisions of our congresses,
and that he had called upon the 50,000 men who had
adhered to our Association to reconstitute themselves on
that new plan.

Jung announced the formation of new branches at
San Francisco, U.S.A.; one at Siegburg, Prussia; Lorrach
and Seckingen, Baden; Rheinfelden, Switzerland; and one
at Lutzelflith, Switzerland; two sections composed ex-
clusively of ladies had been formed, one at Geneva, the
other at Basle.

The propriety of having the plate altered was then
discussed and a form was agreed to%; Marx proposed and
Dupont seconded that 1,000 cards be printed, and Jung
was authorised to see Mr. Cottam about it; adopted
unanimously.

Lessner proposed and Marx seconded that Shaw be
Secretary for America; adopted unanimously.

Dupont proposed and Johannard seconded that Marx be

* See pp. 51-53 of the present volume.—Ed.
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appointed keeper of archives; Hales wished his duties to
be defined; Jung thought that the written correspondence
would remain in the correspondents’ hands and that*
printed matter chiefly would be put under his [the keeper's]
care; adopted unanimously.

Lessner reported about his mission to Eccarius**;
Eccarius was sending the papers abroad but the books
were not then made up; the Chairman thought the books
were wanted to enable us to know our position; Hales
proposed that Jung should write; adopted.

The meeting adjourned.

Chairman***
H. JUNG, Secretary pro tem.

COUNCIL MEETING***

8 December 1868

Members present: Limburg, Milner, Buckley, Weston,
Stepney and Jung.

Cit. Weston in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

Jung stated that he had received two letters from
Geneva, one asking him to contribute towards the new
paper, to which he had replied in the affirmative; the
other he thought could stand over till next week; and he
then reported the result of his mission at the Johnson
demonstration4!; Mr. Coningsby said that when he saw
how Mr. Johnson was feasted by the upper and middle

* Then the words “his duties would comprise” are crossed out in
the MS.—Ed.
** See p. 49 of the present volume.—Ed.
*** Unsigned.—Ed.
*%+» The Minutes are in Jung’s hand on pp. 179-80 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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classes he thought the working classes ought to do some-
thing; Mr. Lloyd Jones thought that if the working classes
of this country did not entertain Mr. Johnson it would be
taken as an insult by the Americans; Messrs. Cooper,
Worley and Beales were* opposed to entertaining Mr.
Johnson, but said they were pledged to a certain extent as
Mr. Johnson had been asked in the name of the working
classes if a demonstration would be pleasing to him and he
had answered in the affirmative. Mr. Coningsby moved that
the meeting be adjourned for a week in order to give it a
more representative character; Jung moved as an amend-
ment that this meeting adjourns until Grant should assume
office; no seconder being forthcoming, the amendment was
lost and the resolution was carried.

The Chairman thought Jung ought to go again on
Thursday.

The meeting then adjourned.

E. DUPONT, Chairman
H. JUNG, Secretary pro tem.
L]

COUNCIL MEETING**

15 December 1868

Members present: Bernard, Johannard, Dupont, Stepney,
Marx, Lessner and Jung.

Cit. Dupont in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

Jung reported his mission to the Johnson demonstra-

* Further the following words are crossed out in the MS: ‘“of
opinion that it would be better to let the matter drop”.—Ed. .

** The Minutes are in Jung’s hand on pp. 180-82 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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tion committee and stated the failure of the attempt to féte
him (Mr. Johnson).

A letter was read from Becker in which he stated that
the D.A.B.V.,* who numbered 1,800 and had joined the
I.W.M.A. some time past, had offered to pay as their con-
tribution the sum of £2 per year to the General Council
and £2 to the Geneva Central Committee; Becker hoped
the Council would accept the offer as Liebknecht had given
a bad example in Germany by publishing that societies
could join the . W.M.A. without paying any contribution.42

A long discussion ensued.

Jung and Dupont were in favour of accepting, as the
same was done by most societies in England, such as the
Joiners who paid £2 and the Bricklayers £1.

Johannard opposed; he did not consider it to be just to
allow some to pay less than others.

Marx did not think justice consisted in making everyone
pay alike whatever his means might be.

At last it was unanimously agreed that Jung be instructed
to inform the D.A.B.V. that we can only accept the £4
offered as an instalment.

Marx then, referring to the second subject, stated that
he had written to Liebknecht requesting him to retract
what he had published about the contributions.

The letter further stated that a society calling itself
“L’Alliance internationale de la démocratie socialiste” had
been formed and that they had joined the LW.M.A,; a
programme with their rules was enclosed in the letter.43

Jung thought there were certain things in that pro-
gramme to which he could not answer until he knew the
opinions of the Council.

Dupont, Johannard** thought that this new society could

* Deutscher-Arbeiter-Bildungs-Verein (German Workers’ Educa-
tional Association).—Ed.
** Here the words “and Marx” are crossed out in the MS.—Ed.
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only be a source of weakness to the LW.M.A.; that the
very objects they sought to attain were being worked out
by the LW.M.A. in a far abler manner than ever they
could by this new one.

Marx thought that it was against our Rules to admit
another international association into our society.*

It was then unanimously agreed that the Secretary for
Switzerland should prepare an answer by next Tuesday
to submit to the meeting,% and it was further unanimously
agreed that in order to counteract the pernicious impres-
sion produced by that manifesto the answer should be
made public.

Jung read an extract from a letter Stepney had received
from Robert of La Chaux-de-Fonds, by which it appears
that the magistrates of Basle in Switzerland had driven
from that place a member of our Association who had
been leader in a strike that took place there a few weeks
ago.

Dupont read letters from Lyons, Paris and Orléans.
Dupont proposed that a summary of the doings of the
Council since last Congress should be written and
published.

Jung wished members, who made such propositions,
would at the same time propose somebody to do the work;
Marx offered to help Jung in making a short resumé of
the transactions and Jung agreed to it.

Johannard said that a few weeks ago** it was decided
that an address be prepared to be sent to the Spanish
Cortes at their first assembling and he wished to know
how it was proceeding.45

Marx said he would get it ready in time to enable the

* This sentence was written in the margin of p. 181 of the
Minute Book on approval of the Minutes at the Council meeting on
December 22, 1868.—Ed.

** See p. 43 of the present volume.—Ed.
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Council to make any alterations that might be thought
necessary.*
The meeting then adjourned.**

H. JUNG, Secretary pro tem.
GEO ODGER, Chairman

COUNCIL MEETING***
22 December 1868

Cit. Odger in the chair.

Members present: Odger, Dupont, Buckley, Marx, Less-
ner, Jung, Weston, Bernard.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed. .

The Secretary read a letter from Stepney enclosing a
cheque for £5 5s. as his contribution.

A letter from Belgium stated that they were making
good progress in that country; last year they had not
more than 3 branches,**** now they have 60; they get
1,000 new adherents every week; the weavers of Gand
and spinners of Pepinster have been successful in their
strike.46

A letter from Liebknecht announces that our new socie-
ties in Germany number already 110,000 men.

Jung read some papers from Switzerland showing that
our Association was being attacked by the middle-class
press,A” and Marx proposed and Lessner seconded that
Jung write an official answer to those papers; adopted
unanimously.

* See p. 77 of the present volume.—~Ed.

** Further the word “Chairman” is crossed out in the MS.—Ed.
*** The Minutes are in Jung’s hand on pp. 183-84 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
**** QOriginally the word “sections” was written here.—Ed.
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Jung then read the answer to the “Alliance interna-
tionale de la démocratie”*; after some discussion it was
unanimously agreed to with the following addition pro-
posed by Dupont, reminding them that many who had
signed the programme of the Alliance** had voted, at
Brussels, in favour of the resolution concerning the Peace
League.48

Weston was authorised to get the Congress resolutions
printed.***

It was unanimously agreed that in future one penny
should be charged for the cards.

Marx then proposed that the Turco-Greek question4d
should be discussed the first Tuesday in the new year;
adopted unanimously.

The meeting then adjourned to the 5th of January 1869.

Chairman****
H. JUNG, Secretary pro tem.

* See pp. 299-301 of the present volume.—Ed.
** See pp. 273-78 of the present volume.—Ed.
*++ Gee pp. 284-98 of the present volume.—Ed.
*++* Unsigned.—Ed.



[1869]
COUNCIL MEETING*

5 January 1869%

Cit. Zabicki in the chair.

Members present: Buckley, Johannard, Dupont, Stepney,
Bernard, Marx, Milner, Applegarth and Jung and Limburg.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

Jung stated that owing to some letters received from
France and Switzerland the Sub-Committee had met on
Saturday last.**

Marx brought the report of the Sub-Committee.

It appears that the cotton yarns and goods manufacturers
of France are forming an alliance with a view of under-
selling the English manufacturers in their own markets;
the French manufacturers admit that although the English
manufacturers have better machinery and larger capitals
than the French, they have been enabled to hold their own
owing to the low wages paid to the men in France and
they hope by lowering the wages still more to be able to
produce their goods cheaper than the English manufactur-
ers can.

Mr. Bertel, mayor of Sotteville-l¢s-Rouen and one of the
largest manufacturers of the place, was the first to

* The Minutes are in Jung’s hand on pp. 184-86 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
** January 2, 1869.—Ed.
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inaugurate this new crusade against the working classes;
he offered a reduction of 3': pence per day; on the men
refusing these terms they were locked out and they have
now appealed to the International Working Men’s Associa-
tion for help.

After some discussion the following resolution proposed
by Cit. Applegarth and seconded by Marx was unani-
mously agreed to.5!

Dupont stated that in Vienne, Dauphiné, 400 spinners
had been locked out because they would not agree to a
reduction of wages.

Marx thought we ought to give immediate relief to the
men at Sotteville-18s-Rouen and he thought the £20 lent
by the Amalgamated Carpenters and Joiners to the bronze-
workers of Paris,52 had been lent under our guarantee and
that we could transfer them from bronze-workers to the
men of Rouen.

Applegarth said that whenever they had advanced money
to any body of men on the Continent it had always been
with the recommendation of the International, in fact he
considered the money as having been lent to the Interna-
tional and hence he thought we were perfectly justified
in transferring it from one body of men to another.

It was then unanimously agreed that the bronze-workers
of Paris should be asked to send that money to Sotteville-
1es-Rouen’3 and Johannard was instructed to take the
resolution to Paris and communicate it to the bronze-
workers.

Jung then stated that a great many ribbon-weavers at
Basle were locked out, but his information was so scanty
that he could not make out a case.

Marx said that 200 men had been discharged without
notice (for taking one quarter of a day wusually given
throughout Switzerland), although the custom in Basle
requested 14 days' notice to be given on either side; he
then proposed a vote of censure to be passed upon the
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Central Committee of Switzerland for having left the
General Council without the proper information on such
an important matter5; the proposition was seconded by
Dupont and unanimously adopted.

The meeting then adjourned.

GEO ODGER, Chairman
H. JUNG, Secretary pro tem.

COUNCIL MEETING*
12 January 1869

Cit. Odger in the chair.

Members present: Lucraft, Lessner, Marx, Buckley,
Milner, Dupont, Stepney, Jung.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read [and]
confirmed.

It was unanimously agreed that the card be amended
and that London be added to the card.

It was proposed by Marx and seconded by Lucraft that
10,000 be printed and unanimously agreed to.

Jung read a letter from Belgium where they had
established new branches and at a conference composed of
delegates from different parts of Belgium they had elected
their General Council for Belgium55; Jung thought it would
be advisable to change the word ‘“general” for the word
“central”**; Marx thought the word “federal” would suit
them better; the Secretary for Belgium*** was instructed
to communicate the decision to the Belgian Council.

Dupont read a letter from Rouen stating that out of

* The Minutes are in Jung’s hand on pp. 186-87 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.

** Further the words “or federal” have been crossed out in the
MS.—Ed.

*** Bernard.—Ed.
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the 160 locked-out spinners 60 had found work and 100
still remained out; some help would be very welcome.

A letter from Paris stated that the bronze-workers were
to meet on Friday when they would decide about the
£20 advanced them by the Amalgamated Carpenters and
Joiners.*

Lessner thought we ought to begin again at eight o’clock
instead of nine.

JOHN WESTON, Chairman
H. JUNG, Secretary pro tem.

COUNCIL MEETING**
19 January 1869

Cit. Hales in the chair.

Members present: Limburg, Hales, Lessner, Buckley,
Dupont, Johannard, Warren, Odger, Stepney, Weston, Jung,
Bernard.

The Minutes were read and confirmed.

Cit. John Warren, delegate from the Trunk-Makers’
Society, took his seat at the Council.56

Johannard made his report concerning his mission to
Paris; the bronze-workers of Paris gave him the £20 and
he took them to Rouen.*** Our men, both in Paris and
Rouen, are doing an active propaganda.

Lessner proposed and Jung seconded that 3 languages
be printed on the back of each card.

Weston and Odger propose that the 2,000 cards we have
be also printed on the back.

Lessner was requested to pay one month’s rent and to
make arrangements concerning firing.

* See p. 58 of the present volume.—Ed.
** The Minutes are in Jung’'s hand on p. 188 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
*** See p. 58 of the present volume.—Ed.
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Lessner gives notice of motion concerning the ballot
question.57

Johannard stated that both in Paris and in Rouen our
members were eagerly waiting for the programme of next
Congress.

The meeting then adjourned.

JOHN WESTON, Chairman
H. JUNG, Secretary pro tem.

COUNCIL MEETING*
26 January 1869

Cit. Lessner in the chair.

Members present: Lessner, Buckley, Johannard, Jung,
Shaw, Odger, Hales.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

A letter from Rouen [was read] thanking the Council
for what we had done for the locked-out spinners.

A letter was read from Messrs. Mallalien and Co. asking
for our Rules and the Congress reports; the Secretary
was instructed to supply them.

A letter was read from the Sunday League asking the
Council to appoint a deputation.

A long discussion ensued when the following resolution
proposed by Odger and seconded by Hales was adopted
with but one dissentient:

That the deputation put down in writing what their
knowledge and views of the use made of the Sunday on
the Continent by the working classes are as compared with
England and present their report on this subject to the
Council for approval before forwarding it to the Sunday
League.

* The Minutes are in Jung’s hand on pp. 189-90 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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The following resolution was then unanimously agreed
to:

That the deputation be requested to wait on the Sunday
League to inform them of the course adopted by the
Council.

A letter from Brussels was read enclosing £4 for contri-
butions and promising a like amount for next month;
some questions were also asked about a Marble Polishers’
Society,® and Cit. Shaw undertook to procure the said
information.

JOHN WESTON, Chairman
H. JUNG, Secretary pro tem.

COUNCIL MEETING*
2 February 1869%

Cit. Weston in the chair.

Members present: Maurice, Eccarius, Lessner, Buckley,
Bernard, Johannard, Warren, Marx, Stepney, Milner, Jung,
Weston.**

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

Cit. Jung reported on behalf of the deputation to the
Sunday League. The Council of the League had expressed
a desire that the Council of the International Association
should take an official part in the discussion of the Sunday
observance question, and give its influence in favour of
the movement. He had been requested by the Council of
the League to state that they desired to send a deputation
to argue the question.

Upon the proposition of Maurice seconded by Eccarius

* The beginning of the Minutes is in Jung’s hand on p. 190 of
the Minute Book.—Ed.
** Further the Minutes are in Eccarius's hand, pp. 190-91.—Ed.
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it was resolved to receive a deputation from the Sunday
League.

Cit. Marx stated that he had received a letter from
Manchester concerning Ernest Jones’s funeral®® in which
he had been informed that the working [men] who had
followed on foot had not been permitted to enter the
cemetery.

CORRESPONDENCE

Brussels. The Belgian Secretary warned the members of
the Council not to tell everybody what was going on,
there being detractors abroad who endeavoured to prove
useless[ness] of the Association. There were more Vési-
niers than one. A. de Charnal had attacked the Associa-
tion in the Cigale in the shabbiest manner.6! Jung, Dupont,
Tolain, etc., he maintained,* had to have proved their
innocence by duels.

Switzerland. A letter from Béle gave particulars respect-
ing the silk-dyers’ and ribbon-weavers’ dispute of that
town.

1. The silk-dyers were locked out on the 26th of Decem-
ber on account of being members of the International
Association. Number originally locked out 480. Victimised
and out since January 4th, 150.62

2. Ribbon-weavers victimised and kept out for being
members since the end of November, 150.

3. Rate of wages, silk-dyers from 10 to 18 fr. a week
and daily a measure of wine. Ribbon-weavers at piece
work earn from 9 to 17 francs a week; hours of labour—
12 to 14 hours a day.

4. In the ribbon trade many women and young children
are employed.

* The words “he maintained” were inserted in the Minute Book
on appro;al of the Minutes at the Council meeting on February 9,
1869.—Ed.
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5. The exact number who at present belong to the
Association is unknown. Before the lock-out the dyers
numbered 400, the ribbon-weavers upwards of 350; at
present it is supposed dyers about 250, ribbon-weavers
about 200.

6. There is no specific sum allowed for support, the
relief consists principally in articles of food.

7. The ribbon-weavers' branch has made a loan of 700 fr.
to aid their fellow-workers. Not only the dyers and weavers
in work but also other trades, particularly the engineers,
contribute as much as they are able.

8. The employers of Bale as well as those of Zurich have
entered into agreement not to employ any of the men
turned out.

The Bale Committee is of opinion that pecuniary aid
from London would have a great moral effect. They com-
plain greatly of the behaviour of the middle-class press.
The President of the branch Cit. Frey has been elected as
a member of the Great Council.

Cit. Jung said he was aware that there was not much
hope of obtaining money under existing circumstances yet
he thought the Council ought to try.

Marx spoke in favour of the matter being taken up, the
more so as it was not an ordinary strike or lock-out but
an attempt to crush the Association.

It was ultimately agreed that the Secretary write to
the principal trade societies to receive deputations on
behalf of the locked-out of Bale.

A proposition that the Secretary receive 15s. a week
for his services was carried against one.

The Secretary was authorised to buy an account book.

The meeting adjourned at eleven o’clock.

H. JUNG, Chairman
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary
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COUNCIL MEETING*
February 9%

Members present: Dupont, Eccarius, Bernard, Jung,
Johannard, Lessner, Mrs. Law, Marx, Maurice, Milner,
Stepney, Warren, Lucraft, Weston.

Cit. Jung in the chair; Minutes of the previous meeting
read and confirmed.

The Secretary read letters from the Web-Weavers’,
Cigar-Makers’ and Hatters’ Societies consenting to receive
deputations on behalf of the locked-out at Bale.

Cit. Jung reported that he had attended the Elastic
Web-Weavers’ meeting who had voted one pound.

Cit. Lessner handed over two pounds six shillings col-
lected at the anniversary of the Arbeiter-Bildungs-Verein.64

Citizens Jung and Milner were appointed to attend the
Cigar-Makers’ Executive, and Eccarius and Weston at the
Hatters.

Cit. Jung read a letter from Bale complaining that the
Arbeiter,55 a weekly paper published by the Vice-President
of the section, was in difficulties and in danger of being
extinguished.

Rules had arrived from Geneva purporting to establish
a strike fund and other {things] aiming at solidarisation
of the Welsch** branches of the International Association
in Switzerland.66 The approval of the Council of the said
rules was asked.

Cit. Jung was authorised to examine [and] to strike out
anything he might find not agreeing with the General Rules
and send them back with suitable comments.

Cit. Jung was authorised to forward four pounds to Bale.
The silk-dyers of Zurich had formed a society and joined
the International.

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 192-93 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
** Romance.—Ed.
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Citizens Weston and Dupont were appointed to audit
the books.

Cit. Dupont reported that the strike at Rouen was at
an end, the working[men] had given in, but were preparing
for a future time. The discussions of the Credit question
were going out of date in France; forming trade societies
was in the ascendant.

He proposed that a manifesto should be published of the
Bale and Rouen affair as soon as all the facts were known.
He also argued the desirability of publishing the programme
for the next Congress before the French elections.67

It was agreed that the advisability of carrying these
suggestions into effect be put on the order of the day for
the next meeting.

Cit. Weston announced that a meeting was to take place
on Saturday the 13th at the Southampton Buildings to
consider means of providing employment for the un-
employed poor; he wished that the Council should be
represented at that meeting.

Mrs. Law and Cit. Milner were appointed to represent
the Council on the occasion, but to limit their remarks
to the Land question.

The Secretary was instructed to write to Cit. Shaw
respecting the information about the marble polishers for
Belgium.*

It was agreed that the Congress resolutions should be
advertised four consecutive times in the Bee-Hive and
St. Crispin.**

The Council adjourned at 11 o’clock.

B. LUCRAFT, Chairman
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary

* See p. 62 of the present volume.—Ed.
** This sentence was inserted at the top of p. 193 of the Minute
Book on approval of the Minutes at the Council meeting on Febru-
ary 16, 1869.—Ed.
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COUNCIL MEETING*

February 1688

Present: Applegarth, Bernard, Dupont, Eccarius, Jung,
Mrs. Law, Lessner, Lucraft, Limburg, Marx, Maurice,
Milner, Stepney, Warren.

Cit. Lucraft was unanimously called upon to take the
chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

The Secretary read letters from the secretaries of two
Cabinet-Makers’ Societies expressing sympathy with the
men of Basle but regretting the inability of their societies
to render any pecuniary support.

The deputations reported that the executives of the
Cigar-Makers and the Hatters had consented to bring the
matter before their societies.

Cit. Lessner remitted £1 1s. more from the Arbeiter-
Bildungs-Verein.

Cit. Jung was authorised to forward another 50 fr. to
Basle.

Cit. Marx remitted one thaler for cards from the miners
of Lugau in Germany.

Cit. Milner reported on behalf of the deputation to
Southampton Buildings that Mrs. Law had made the speech
of the evening. An opinion was expressed that it [did] not
appear that any particular party had got up [at] the meet-
ing as a feeler, but that a committee might have been
formed with a view to further proceedings if any one had
taken the matter up.

Cit. Jung read extracts from the Arbeiter of Basle and
the Egalité of Geneva. The former stated that the Metal-
Workers (Engineers), Carpenters, and Bookbinders of

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 193-94a of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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Zurich had formed trade societies and joined the Associa-
tion. A collection had also been made at a public meeting
for the men of Basle amounting to 62 fr. From two country
villages in the Canton of Basle, Eptingen, and Oberweiler,
supplies had been received of firewood, apples, potatoes,
peas, and dried fruit. The female branch of Geneva had
sent 30 fr., and in consequence of an appeal by Cit. Heligon,
a member of the Association, 135 fr. had been collected
at a public meeting at Paris. A watch manufacturer* at
St. Imier had posted up bills to the effect that he would
employ no one who was a member of the Association.t9
In reply to an article in the Etats-Unis d’Europe, the Egalité
repudiates the idea of aspiring to nothing better than Swiss
Republicanism.?0

Cit. Applegarth reported that an agent of the manu-
facturers of Zurich had been to see him. He was making
inquiries to ascertain in how far the Swiss workmen acted
under directions from the London Council. He had stated
that if wages were forced as high as they were in other
countries they wauld have to stop their mills as they were
under considerable disadvantages in procuring raw mate-
rial, yet they could not do without manufacturing, as the
agricultural resources were insufficient to support the
population.

Citizens Jung and Marx said the manufacturers were
wilfully spreading falsehoods. They knew that their men
did not act under directions from London, but they had
gained a little courage since they had been brought in
union with the men of other countries, and the capitalists
did all they could to isolate them. With regard to silk
they had greater facility to procure raw material than the
manufacturers of other countries and their profits were
considerably higher than those of the English manu-
facturers.

* Francillon.—Ed.
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A deputation from the Holborn branch of the Reform
League attended, soliciting the co-operation of the Council
to get up a demonstration in memory of Ernest Jones,
whom the deputation represented as having been
the champion of the oppressed in every country of
Europe.

Citizens Jung, Lessner, and Dupont were appointed to
arrange matters with the Demonstration Committee.?1

Another deputation attended from the Council of the
Sunday League. The deputation stated that the questions
to be submitted for discussion, in which the Council of
the Sunday League desired that speakers from the Inter-
national should take part, would be as follows: 1) The
Continental Sunday and the English Sunday compared;
2) Does the opening of museums and galleries involve a
compulsory system of working seven days for six days’
pay as has been asserted? 3) Is the social and moral
character of a nation destroyed by the employment of a
few for the recreation of the many?

Mr. Morell stated that he for one would not advocate
the question of opening the museums if he thought it
would lead to Sunday labour generally. The League desired
that the Council should appoint a speaker from each
of the large Continental cities to state at the meeting
how Sunday was observed in different places. To most
people in this country Paris was the Continent. The
Lords Day Observance Society would be invited to the
discussion.

Another of the deputation stated that care should be
taken that the discussion did not drift into a theological
controversy.

Marx observed there was plenty of overwork now on
Sunday without the museums being open.

It was agreed to get information from abroad and
consider the question of appointing speakers on a future
day.
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Cit. Dupont referred to his statement of the previous
week respecting the programme for the next Congress.*

Marx considered it premature to publish the whole
programme now. The two great questions, Education and
Credit, stood in a manner adjourned to the next Congress
and the Land question was sure to crop up again. These
three then might be announced as part of the programme
and that those who have any propositions to make be
invited to do so.

The following resolution was then agreed to:

“That the secretaries be instructed to write to all the
Continental sections to inform them that the three ques-
tions, Land, Credit, and Education, should again form part
of the Congress programme and that any section who may
have any suggestions to make respecting other subjects to
be brought before the Congress shall be invited to send
them as early as possible; papers or essays written upon
the subjects to be likewise sent to London before the time
fixed for the meeting of the Congress.”

The Council [adjourned] at 11 o’clock.**

COUNCIL MEETING***

February 237

Members present: Bernard, Dupont, Eccarius, Hales,
Mrs. Law, Lessner, Marx, Maurice, Milner, Stepney,
Weston.

Cit. Lessner in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

* See p. 66 of the present volume.—Ed.
** Unsigned.—Ed.
*** The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 195-96 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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A letter was read from the Secretary of the Amalgamated
Engineers* stating that the Council of that association
had no funds at their disposal to assist the people locked
out at Bale,

A letter from the Secretary of the Sunday League sug-
gested the advisability of issuing tickets of admission to
the intended discussion and asked the concurrence of the
Council.

The Council agreed and instructed the Secretary to
inform the Council of the League of it.

Leno delivered the Congress resolutions.**

Cit. Jung was authorised to pay the bill-amount £3 5s.

It was agreed that the resolutions be sold at 1d. per
copy and that the sending free of charge to affiliated
societies and correspondents be left to the discretion of
the Secretary.

Cit. Lessner reported from the Demonstration Committee
in honour of Ernest Jones*** that prints had been issued
from the sale of which the expenses were to be defrayed.
A proposition to apply to middle-class people for aid had
been rejected.

Cit. Marx read a lengthy report upon the regulations of
the coal-miners in Saxony? from which [it] appeared that
the weekly wages of adults are from 6s. to 10s. 3d., of
boys from 4s. to 5s. That they work 24 hours out of every
48 during 6 days of the week, the shifts varying from 6 to
12 hours. That each mine has a separate benefit club to
which the masters contribute in various ways, but in only
one case do they contribute as much as men, while the
men have no proprietary rights in the funds in any case
and the masters invariably administer them by their
managers. The men lose all claim when they leave the
works no matter for what reason. Some of the club rules

* Allan.—Ed.
** See pp. 284-98 of the present volume.—Ed.
**+ See p. 69 of the present volume.—Ed.
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contain prohibitions against strikes and combinations, but
none contain any provisions for men permanently disabled
by accident, other than such as apply equally to inability
from old age or other bodily infirmities. The men propose
to consolidate all the clubs into one; that members shall
not lose their claim to benefit as long as they reside in
Germany and continue to pay their contributions; and that
the funds shall [be] administered by officers appointed at
periodical general meetings of the miners. Some believe
that the masters will continue to contribute under such
arrangements.

The Secretary was instructed to try and get the whole
report published in some daily paper.

Cit. Milner proposed and Cit. Marx seconded the nomina-
tion of Mr. Boon as a member of the Council.

The Council adjourned at a quarter to eleven o’clock.

H. JUNG
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS

COUNCIL MEETING*
March 2%

Members present: Bernard, Buckley, Dupont, Eccarius,
Jung, Lessner, Marx, Stepney, Warren, Weston.

Cit. Jung in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

A letter from the Sunday League announced that the
Freemasons’ Hall had been engaged and that the Sunday
observance discussion would take place March 16th and
that it was desirable that the speakers should be appointed
and their names communicated.

Marx proposed and Lessner seconded that Mrs. Law,

* The M—inutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 196-97 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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Dupont, Jung and Eccarius be appointed as speakers and
that the question be discussed by the Council in the next
meeting. Carried unanimously.

Cit. Warren presented three copies of the rules of the
Portmanteau- and Trunk-Makers’ Society.

Cit. Marx stated that police of Nuremberg had prohibited
a charge of admission to a meeting held in that town for
the benefit of the men locked out at Bale as illegal. The
president had submitted under protest, upon which one of
the men present had publicly announced that as he was
not permitted to tender his mite at the entrance he would
lay [it] down inside the room; this example had been
followed by others so that the collection had been made in
spite of the police.

He further called the attention of the Council to the
fact that at the time the Trades Union Commission? had
been appointed a great outcry had been raised in the
middle class upon the statement of some actuaries that
the best of the trades unions must become bankrupt with
their present contributions in consequence of mixing up
other affairs with the benefit funds. A few days ago an
accountant had published a letter addressed to Gladstone
in which it was proved that the present position of one-
tenth Life Assurance Companies amounted to insolvency.’6
It remained to be seen if the papers would take any notice
of that.

Cit. Jung stated that money had been collected at Nice
for the men of Bale.

In consequence of the rules and programme of the
International Association having been published in the
newspapers, at Naples meetings had been held at which
several trade societies had declared their adhesion and
appointed a committee to act provisionally as the Central
Committee of the Association for the whole of Italy. The
members of the Committee are: Etienne Caporusso, a
tailor, President; Christian Tucci, a carpenter, Vice-
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President; Anthony Giustiniani, a modeller, Treasurer;
Anthony Cirma, a carpenter, Secretary. These proceedings
were causing much alarm amongst the middle-class
liberals.”?

Cit. Dupont was appointed as secretary pro tem. for
Italy and instructed to correspond with the new committee.

The Secretary* announced that he had sent the Congress
resolutions** to all the London societies with [which] the
Association is in correspondence.

He was authorised to pay a debt of 12s. 6d. to the
Bee-Hive.

Cit. Weston gave a report of the Demonstration Com-
mittee. A strong desire had been expressed that some
Continental member of the Council should make a speech
on the occasion. There were five presidents and five other
speakers appointed and it had been suggested that the
secularists?8 should secure as many halls as they could
in the evening to celebrate the day by suitable music and
speeches.

The Council adjourned at half past 10 o’clock.

H. JUNG, Chairman

COUNCIL MEETING***
March 9

Members present: Buckley, Bernard, Cohn, Dupont,
Eccarius, Jung, Mrs. Law, Lessner, Lucraft, Marx, Maurice,
Warren.

Cit. Jung in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

A letter was read from the Secretary of the International

* Eccarius.—Ed.

** See pp. 284-98 of the present volume.—Ed.

*** The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 198-99 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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Alliance of Socialist Democrats demanding answers—yes
or no—to certain questions.”

Cit. Marx read a letter containing the required answers
which he proposed and Dupont seconded to be sent in reply.

The proposition was unanimously carried and instruc-
tions given that it be forwarded to all correspondents who
had received the previous letter which had called forth the
present.*

Cit. Jung announced that the first subscription sheet to
the Basle lock-out had been published, the subscription
amounted to £300. Subscriptions were still coming in and
men were still turned out.

Cit. Marx announced that the German Bookbinders were
going to establish an International Bookbinders’ Union
and were going to hold a congress to which they invited
delegates from every country.

The Secretary** called attention to a statement in the
Egalité that 13,500 men had joined the Association in
Austria.80

Dupont said: we heard so much of adhesions in the
papers but we were never officially informed. We ought to
be informed whenever a new section was formed.

Bernard said in countries where committees existed it
was their duty to do so.

Cit. Marx observed that [as] we had empowered several
[members] in Germany to form new sections it would
simply require to remind them of their duty if they should
neglect it.

Dupont was instructed to write to Italy.

A discussion then took place on the Sunday observance
question in which Marx observed that the best guarantee
against Sunday labour was the extension of factory laws.
In the present state of society there was always a tendency
of transforming as much of man’s lifetime as possible into

* See pp. 299-301 and 310-11 of the present volume.—Ed.
** Eccarius.—Ed.
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working time. He instanced some cases respecting the
Bakers of Dublin and the Ironmongers of London to show
that the religious observance of Sunday did not prohibit
Sunday working.

Jung made a few observations respecting Sunday keeping
in Switzerland.

Citizens Cohn and Bernard were added to the list of
speakers.

Cit. Maurice nominated Mr. Fraser as member of the
Council, Mrs. Law seconding.

The Council adjourned at 11 o’clock.

H. JUNG, Chairman

COUNCIL MEETING*
March 23

Members present: Bernard, Buckley, Dupont, Eccarius,
Jung, Lessner, Marx, Hales, Lucraft, Boon, Bedford.

Cit. Jung in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

The Secretary read letters from the Secretary of the
Trades Council of Edinburgh, from Cit. Yarrow of East-
bourne, John Smith of Whitechurch in Dorset, the latter
desiring information respecting the Association. The
Secretary mentioned that G. J. Harney had written to Mr.
Truelove requesting him to send some of the reports, etc.,
of the Association. He was of opinion that the required
documents should be forwarded officially.

The Secretary was to forward what was required to the
applicants.

Cit. Jung called attention to a shoemaker’s advertise-

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 199-200 of the
Minute Book.—Ed.
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ment in Lloyd’s inserted to entrap unwary people to work
for a shop on strike.

A letter in the Egalité announced that money had been
sent from Italy* to Basle. Another letter from Madrid
stated that a section had been formed and wished to cor-
respond with London.8!

The factory lords of Basle had agreed to let the men
return to work with the exception of about a dozen who
volunteered to leave the country.

A letter from Geneva stated that a fresh dispute had
occurred in the Building Trade. There were 150 men out
who required assistance.82

Cit. Jung was instructed to reply that under existing
circumstances there was no chance to obtain supplies
here.

Cit. Hales proposed the admission of Boon as a member
of the Council; carried.

Cit. Edward Bedford and J. Ross were admitted as
delegates from the Bootclosers’ Society.

Cit. Marx proposed and Hales seconded that the reso-
lution of sending a congratulatory address to Spain be
rescinded** as there was nothing now in Spain upon which
the working class could be congratulated. Agreed.

Cit. Jung complained about the arrangement and treat-
ment of the members of the Council at the Sunday discus-
sion. The members of the League had spoken a great [deal]
longer than the allotted ten minutes while he and Dupont
had been cut short.

The Secretary was ordered to call upon Mr. Cottam
about the cards.

The Council adjourned at 10 o’clock.

H. JUNG, Chairman
* In the Minute Book the word “Italy” is inserted in place of

“Naples”.—Ed.
** See pp. 43, 54-55 of the present volume.—Ed.
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COUNCIL MEETING*
March 30

Members present: Bernard, Dupont, Buckley, Eccarius,
Jung, Lessner, Milner, Stepney, Ross, Applegarth, Warren.

Cit. Jung in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

Cit. Jung announced the reception of a letter from
Basle, stating that the strike was at an end but not the
sufferings of the people, and inquiring whether there were
any hopes of receiving more money from London. A new
president** had been elected in the place of Frey who
seemed to have been induced to resign his place more
from weakness and incapacity than from any design
against the Association. A reading room had been estab-
lished, works on the labour question would be gladly
received as that question was to be taken up in preference
to any other. The tailors had established a co-operative
society, and would like to have rules, etc., of kindred
associations in England.

The news from Geneva was that the compositors and
printers were on strike for a rectification of the price
list.83

Elie Reclus and three others at Paris had protested
against the policy of the Egalité which consisted in a
hostile attitude against the middle class.8

Stepney had received a letter from Pisa in Italy.

The Times and other papers were attacking the insur-
ance societies.83

Cit. Jung stated further that he had received a visit
from a Belgian who wanted some information about the
Association but preferred making inquiries here as the

* The Minutes are in Eccarius's hand on pp. 200-01 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.

** Bruhin.—Ed.
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Belgian police was constantly watching the members of
the Association there.

There being no business before the chair, the Secretary*
said now was the time to propose questions for discus-
sions to which Cit. Milner responded by stating that on
some future night he should raise the question whether
trade societies could assist their unemployed members to
some kind of self-employment and by that means avoid
the necessity which frequently compelled them to accept
work on any condition from unprincipled employers.

The Council [adjourned] at half past 10 o’clock.

H. JUNG, Chairman

COUNCIL MEETING**
April 6%

Members present: Buckley, Bernard, Dupont, Eccarius,
Jung, Lessner, Stepney, Ross.

The Secretary read a letter from a Mr. Fisher of Sydney
in Gloucestershire asking how he could obtain the Con-
gress resolutions and make himself useful to the Asso-
ciation.

The Secretary was authorised to furnish him with the
documents of the Association.

The following circular had come to hand from Birming-
ham, the consideration of which was postponed till the
next meeting.

A letter including prospectus of an association purport-
ing to reclaim waste lands in the neighbourhood of the
metropolis and cultivate them on the co-operative prin-
ciple establishing communities who would produce all they

* Eccarius.—Ed.
B . ThedMinutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 201-03 of the Minute
ook.—Ed.
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need for their own support with little exception, the
workmen to participate in the profits that might accrue.

The Secretary was instructed to acknowledge the
receipt.

CORRESPONDENCE

A letter from Naples stated that now a real section was
established, and [it] made rapid progress amidst the dif-
ficulties thrown in the way by the old working men’s
organisation which is subsidised by the ruling power.
Some parts of Italy were not so well prepared for our
principles as others, but the leading men were in our
favour, and there was no doubt that Italy would be well
represented at the next Congress. Information required
whether any one could correspond in Italian. The middle-
class revolutionists were not [of] our way of thinking, but
they could not be opposed at present.

Dassy, in a letter, expressed regret that Dupont had
received no letters. He had done much to advance the
cause of the working class and was willing to do more.
Had not yet received the reports of the Brussels Congress.
A renovation of society was urgently required but he
should like to have advice what to do and was willing to
do it. The Post Office was not to be trusted.

From Geneva complaints were made that no answer
had been received yet to the letter applying for pecuniary
assistance.* They had to fight all the political parties of
the middle class combined, who tried everything to pro-
voke the men to acts of violence, but they remained firm.
The master builders had sent circulars to the other towns
of Switzerland cautioning the employers not to employ
any one coming from Geneva.8?

The tailors’ section of Lausanne wished to know
whether there was a co-operative society in England that

* See p. 77 of the present volume.—Ed.
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could furnish them with stuff. They had paid 8,000 fr. for
materials to Agent of Cook at Huddersfield, 4,000 fr. to
Elboeuf, and 6,000 fr. to Germany; they would much
prefer dealing with a co-operative society. They are going
to have a shop in every town of Switzerland and a Central
Committee to make all purchases.

In a letter from Brussels it was stated that many
sections were in an embryo state and therefore a complete
list could not be given. The Brussels treasurer was now
engaged to separate his accounts—what was town and
what was country; he would be done in about a fortnight.
The Brussels members numbered 1,500.88

Two delegates from the Helvetia [Society] inquired whet-
her the vote of adhesion of their society was to be made
effective. Some instructions were given and the delegates
promised to put an appearance the next morning.

The Council adjourned at a quarter to 11 o’clock.

H. JUNG, Chairman
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary

COUNCIL MEETING*
April 13

Members present: Buckley, Dupont, Eccarius, Jung,
Lessner, Limburg, Milner, Marx, Miiller, Weston.

Cit. Jung was unanimously voted in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

The Secretary** stated that he [had] no correspond-
ence of any kind.

Cit. Marx announced that in the North-German Parlia-
ment three socialist speeches [were made] by real

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 203-05 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
** Eccarius.—Ed.
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representatives of working men; they were the first that
had ever been made in any parliament. Dr. Schweitzer, the
President of the General German Working Men's Union,8
had availed himself of the opportunity afforded by a
debate on a government proposition for the regulation of
the handicraft trades. He had explained what the working
class required, and that they meant to have it, and as a
preparatory step to future action he had demanded a
statistical inquiry into the whole circumstances connected
with labour and insisted upon proper education. A
Mr. Braun had tried to make fun of it, but he had been
ably met by Fritzsche of Berlin, a cigar-maker. The mid-
dle-class speakers who had followed had been answered
the next day by Bebel, another working man, who had
made the best speech in every respect. Bebel had pointed
to the International Association to remove any doubts as
to the seriousness of labour movement and avowed him-
self an advocate and active member of the Association.%
Cit. Marx said that a great deal might be done just now
in Germany but our progress was frustrated by the want
of cards.

Cit. Jung entered upon some explanations to show what
part he had taken in the getting up of [cards], which were
considered sufficient to exonerate from any blame in the
matter.

Cit. Jung announced that at a mining work in Belgium
where the men were compelled to contribute to a benefit
fund, of which the masters claimed the sole management,
two men, one of whom was 64 years old and had con-
tributed upwards of 30 years, had been refused certificates
to entitle them to relief.9

Marx stated that his report upon the mines in Saxony
had been published in three papers in Germany.*

Cit. Jung stated that the Master Builders’ Association
of Geneva had appealed to the men to return to work.

* See pp. 302-09 of the present volume.—Ed.
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Marx thought that the Geneva Committee allowed
itself too often to get entangled with every little strike
without having prepared any means to support it; it could
only tend to compromise the Association.

Jung said that he had always urged this view of the
matter in letters to Geneva and told them it was ridicu-
lous to appeal for help in foreign country for about
150 men on strike, and that they must take such matters
on their own responsibility.

Cit. Weston endorsed what had been said. If we were
to be appealed to for money we ought to be consulted
before strikes took place. If we went soliciting money on
every occasion it would be interpreted that we promoted
strikes.

Cit. Marx called attention to what is called the London
French branch, who acted in the name of the Association
and compromised the Association. Our Rules left so wide
a scope to the branches that the Council could not easily
interfere, but there must be some central[isation]. They
had paid no contributions, and, according to the resolu-
tions of the last Congress, we had a right to call upon
them to give a report of their proceedings every three
months.

Cit. Jung said that that branch acted in direct op-
position to the Council. The Council had frustrated the
intended working men’s banquet to the American Ambas-
sador,* the president of the French branch** had invoked
his aid against the French army in Rome?92 and Félix
Pyat had declared that the Empire was death to property
and wanted the Emperor*** shot to save it. He thought
it was the institution of property as it is we ought to
strive to remove and leave the Emperor to his fate, he
would fall when the system fell.

* Johnson. See pp. 49-50, 51, 52, 53 of the present volume.—Ed.
** Besson.—Ed.
*** Napoleon III.—Ed.

6
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Cit. Milner thought we could not be too careful in
anything that was done in the name of the Association,
we might get into trouble.

Cit. Weston regretted that alienation had occurred with
the French branch which seemed not to be a branch. It
might be good policy to invite them to conform to the
Rules. If they could be brought back, it might be an
advantage, if not, and they did anything wrong, we could
disavow them.

Cit. Marx replied that his and Weston’s remarks con-
curred. But the French branch had done a great deal of
which the Council had taken no notice. They had sent a
delegate to Brussels with a long indictment against the
Council brought before the Congress; the matter had been
referred to the Brussels section who had decided against
them.* They then sent letters everywhere against Dupont
and Jung. After that they had tried to get up a meeting
to alter the Rules of our Association; in that they had
failed, and now they called themselves the French branch.
If anything took place in France they would compro-
mise us.

Upon the proposition of Weston seconded by Milner it
was agreed that the Secretary be instructed to write to
the branch to mention that they act in the name of the
Association without consulting it and to call upon them
to define their relation to the Council.

Cit. Marx proposed and Milner seconded that the re-
quest of the Genevese be complied with and the laws of
inheritance be added to the questions to be discussed at
the next Congress. Agreed.

Eccarius proposed and Milner seconded that inquiries
be made as to the probable liabilities arising out of taking
part in the Birmingham Congress.9 Agreed.

Cit. Miiller presented a declaration of adhesion from

* See p. 4 of the present volume.—Ed.
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the Helvetia and credentials as its delegate. He was
admitted.
The Council adjourned at a quarter to 11 o’clock.*

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL**
April 20%

Members present: Bernard, Buckley, Dupont, Eccarius,
Jung, Mrs. Law, Marx, Mililler, Stepney.

The Secretary read a letter from Birmingham stating
that the expenses of each delegate visiting the Congress
would not exceed six shillings.

Cit. Dupont had received a letter from Genoa. The
writer stated that the reason of his long silence was
travelling. He had written to Dupont to Brussels, but the
letter had probably missed him. He had not received all
the numbers of Brussels Congress report and wanted
those of Geneva and Lausanne% as well, besides Rules,
etc. A report was to be published of the working men’s
congress of the Liguria, also an appeal to the old Italian
working men’s societies to join the Association.

A letter from Rouen reported all going well. The section
has published an account of their doings in a pamphlet
and hopes it will give satisfaction to the Trades Unionists
of this country. They could not get a printer to print and
had to get it done in Paris.% The electoral fever was
beginning. The working men were going to put up a
candidate of their own. They did not expect to return,
but he would get a handsome minority of votes.

Cit. Jung stated some particulars respecting the pud-
dlers’ strike at Seraing in Belgium, where the military
force had been called to assist the proprietors to coerce

* Unsigned.—Ed. X
** The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 205-09 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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the men into submission, which had led to an indiscrim-
inate massacre. Upon this the Liége section had sent a
delegate to Brussels, who had arrived there on Saturday
10 April, between 9 and 10 at night, to induce the Central
Committee of the Association* to send someone to the
spot to see what could be done to calm the work-people
who in the then state of excitement might be goaded on
to commit excesses. The Central Committee had appoint-
ed Eugen Hins who had left with the first train the next
morning; the following is his report:

I arrived at Li2ge about half past 10 in the morning. I there met
two members of the Liege section who offered to accompany me to
Seraing where we arrived towards noon.

1 was prepared for seeing the spectacle of a city military occupied;
great was my astonishment not to meet any soldiers, only the caps
of some gendarmes were seen to rise in the distance. A great many
working men were going to and fro, others forming groups, but
everything appeared very quiet. Later I discovered the reason of
this tranquillity, the troops did only execute their work under the
cover of night. This tranquillity would have deceived anyone and I
believed already that the affair had been exaggerated and rejoiced
to see all conflict discarded. We directed our steps towards Lize,
where the seat of our Seraing section is, and then I received an
account of the horrors of which the place that looked so peaceful
had been the theatre.

On Friday night an immense crowd had assembled in the rue
Cockerill. Whether the crowd was provoked and stones thrown in
consequence, I will not undertake to answer, but I will say this, that
the soldiers had no business there, and if they had not been there
they could not have been thrown at; and if a few ill-advised persons
threw stones, is that any reason why everybody else should [be]
maltreated?

The Riot Act was read three times. Nothing more odious than
this manner to give villainous deeds an air of legality. Could this
compact crowd disperse in a few minutes? Could the people believe
in the perverseness of their governors? They treated it as a laughing
matter.

At that moment in the dead of the night, 10 o’clock, the cavalry
started and swept down the middle of the street, the Infantry with

* The Belgian Federal Council.—Ed.
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crossed bayonets running along the foot-paths. Judge of the carnage
in such a compact crowd struck before any one could fly. The
unfortunates were pursued into the houses where they took refuge,
and when they had been fortunate enough to shut the door behind
them, the soldiers forced them open and, unable to recognise whom
they had been following, they hit everybody. This was mot only done
in beer-houses but private houses. The number of the wounded it
is impossible to estimate but it must have been considerable. Two
are said to be dead, but how many have died besides?

On the part of the troops the wounds amount to some contusions.
Only a brigadier is seriously wounded by his own gun. He is shot
through the shoulder which was only possible by going off while
he knocked defericeless people about with the butt-end.

The same scene was renewed on the next night, here are the
accounts of the victims: One who had three sabre-cuts in the front
of his arm gave me the following account: “I went quietly along the
rue Cockerill, turning toward the Ougrie where I live, when hearing
the noise of horses I stepped on the pavement. A policeman, who
is my friend, passed and stretched out his hand to save me. At the
same instant I was assaulted by foot-gendarmes who knocked me
down by one sabre-cut, and gave three more and then they left me
there.” The other said: “On Saturday night, returning from the
Confession,” he said maively, “I went to take a glass in [a] house
in the rue du Bac, a side street of the rue Cockerill. I was sitting
with my back towards the door when it suddenly opened and I
felt some[thing] striking my legs, it was the sabre from which
I received two cuts. I turned round and saw an officer before me.
As I asked him the motive for such a brutal assault he seized me
by the collar and wanted to drag me into the street. Seized with
indignation I took up my glass and hurled it at his head. I was
surrounded and carried to Cockerill's establishment where the
gendarmes put themselves in a position to strike me with fury when
one of the employés of the house was attracted by my cries and came
to deliver me from these demons.”

While this was told the sun shone so lively and warm, and seeing
the tranquillity that reigned everywhere who could have believed
that assassins in uniform were lurking in ambuscades in the town
only coming out in the night to accomplish their crimes? I naturally
thought of the massacre of the rue Transnonain at Paris,¥” much
surpassed by those here. The former had the extenuating circum-
stance of an enraged battle on their side, nothing can be pleaded
here. In the meantime Adrien and Varlet had arrived from Verviers.
At two o'clock we held a council and came to the conclusion that
the best thing we could do was to hold a meeting and to engage the
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working people not to be led away by these displays of brutal force.
The meeting was fixed for half past four and it was announced in all
directions. A considerable number responded to the call. Hins and
Lepourque encouraged the puddlers to hold out, but advised the
coal-miners to return to work that they might assist the puddlers,
which they have done, thus limiting the number requiring support. The
meeting lasted till half past seven and dispersed peaceably, because
there were no soldiers present. From there we went to the railway
station. Learning that we should have to wait an hour and a quarter
for the next train we went out to take a glass of beer. We hardly
[made] half a dozen steps from the station when charge of cavalry
came sweeping along the street. A few steps from us fell a man cut
with a sabre; we retreated. About five minutes afterwards we went
out by another way and ran as fast as we could into coffee-shop.
We had not been there many minutes when one of Liége friends
felt queer and opened the door to go out. All at once he uttered
a cry and tottered. The landlord and another ran to his assistance:
he had received a bayonet-wound in the side. While they supported
him, a gendarme came in and gave the landlord a bayonet-cut on the
shoulder. We then shut the door and imprisoned ourselves. About
half an hour after the street seemed clear and we returned to the
station without any hindrance. On arriving there we saw a man in
the waiting-room half naked with three bayonet-wounds in his back;
he was a working man. On the departure-platform sat two wounded,
one had his arm pierced by a bayonet, the other was wounded in the
side; a charge had been made at the passengers during our absence.
Only one member of the Chamber of Deputies* belonging to the
clerical party had questioned the Minister of the Interior** about
these transactions, who answered that [all] had been done according
to law. The mayor of Seraing*** who read the Riot Act is an agent
of Cockerill. The Minister of the Interior is the largest shareholder
of the colliery and the Count of Flanders has 1,500,000 fr. invested in
the ironworks.

It was agreed that these atrocities should be denounced
by an address from the Council which Cit. Marx was
commissioned to draw up and lay it before the next
meeting,**** to which the Secretary should invite the
attendance of delegates from trade societies.

* Coomans.—Ed.
** Pirmez.—Ed.
*** Kamp.—Ed.
**** See pp. 312-18 of the present volume.—Ed.
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A letter from Belgium announced that there was a party
at Brussels who would not conform to the policy of the
Central Committee but desired to be affiliated as an
independent branch.98 In case an application should be
made to this effect the Council was asked not to comply
till after the Congress.

The master builders of Geneva, it was announced, had
given in* and the Bootmakers had joined the Association.%

The Secretary read a draft of a letter to the French
branch which [was] approved of.

The Council adjourned a quarter to 11 o’clock.

B. LUCRAFT, Chairman
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary

COUNCIL MEETING**
April 27

Members present: Bernard, Dupont, Eccarius, Jung,
Lessner, Mrs. Law, Lucraft, Marx, Miiller, Ross.

Cit. Lucraft in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were [read] and
confirmed.

The Secretary announced the receipt of letters from
Yarrow of Whitechurch and Yale, the Secretary of the
United Trades Council of Dundee. Yarrow gave his
reasons why he had [not] been able to do anything yet.
The Dundee Trades Council desired information as to the
aims of the Association and how they might assist in the
good work.

The Secretary was instructed to reply and forward
documents.

* See p. 77 of the present volume.—Ed.
** The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 209-11 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.



90 MINUTES OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL

Cit. Jung had received a letter and documents from the
Typographical Society of Geneva to be forwarded to the
London Compositors’ Society; the Secretary was instruct-
ed to see Mr. Self and deliver the papers to him.

The address on the Belgian outrages being in order,
Cit. Marx stated: since he had accepted the commission,*
fresh outrages had been committed, the particulars of
which had not arrived in time to be available; he there-
fore proposed that the matter be postponed till the next
meeting. He was also of opinion that something more
ought to be done, but in the absence of so many English
members the Council could hardly decide what course to
pursue. If Mrs. Law could read the original reports he
was sure she would make use of them to bring the matter
before the British public.

Mrs. Law stated that she would be glad at any time
if she could advance the interests of the Association.

The Secretary stated he had forwarded the report of
Hins to four daily papers but none had inserted it.**

Cit. Jung interpreted a letter from Brussels, according
to which the Secretary of the Central Committee Hins
was arrested and domiciliary visits had taken place at all
the residences of the members of the Central Committee.
Three had attended meetings, since one of whom had been
arrested. All the Belgian sections had issued protests
against the conduct of the Government, and the Swiss
section had sent an address of condolence.’® The letter
stated too that a man named Delesalle, who had formerly
been a member, had brought some trouble upon himself
by going about in an excited and partly intoxicated state.
He had received a telegram that men had been killed and
wounded by the soldiers to which he replied by telegram:
courage, my friends, and had gone about beer-houses,

* See p. 88 of the present volume.—Ed.
** This sentence was apparently inserted in the Minutes on their
approval at the next Council meeting.—Ed.
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making foolish and inconsidered remarks which had led
the police to infer that there was a conspiracy on foot.

It was agreed that the Secretary should summon all the
Council members and delegates from the affiliated socie-
ties for the next meeting.

Cit. Marx read an article from La Démocratie, by
General Cluseret, a member of the New York branch,
against the slanderous attacks in Le Peuple, a Bonapartist
paper, which [article] the Secretary was instructed to
translate and forward to the weekly papers for publi-
cation.10t

Cit. Jung stated that he had been applied to to furnish
an account of the spread of trades unionism in Germany
for the use of Mr. Mundella, the seconder of the Trades
Union Bill now before the House of Commons102; it was
to be made use on the occasion of the second reading.

Marx said that he sent all his reports away and Eccari-
us stated he knew very little about the particulars.

Cit. Miiller announced that [he] was going to Switzer-
land, but that his society would appoint another delegate.

The following statement appears in the Cigale of
April 25.

To the members of the new Brussels section of the International
Working Men’s Association, called the Revolutionary Branch.

Citizens, Your brothers of the French branch of London can
but say to you, you have well done.

In effect: When a section retards the march of the Association
prescribed by its Rules;

When indifference in political matters is lauded;

When propagandism is anti-revolutionary;

When one covenants with the cause of the working men;

When men are excluded on account [of] being guilty of being
revolutionists;

When religious fanatics and supporters of monarchy are admitted
into the ranks;

When coteries arrogate to themselves all the rights to agitate
and direct;

When people free themselves from all the acts signalised by
you, we must repeat that you have well done.
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Six years ago the French branch was founded at London for the
purpose:

1. To renew the ties with the revolutionary tradition;

2. To establish and draw closer the ties of solidarity among all
the revolutionists.

After five years of struggle, the French branch, true to its prin-
ciples, was forced to break with the Central Council, for the same
reasons which have made you break with the Brussels Committee.
We, the members of the French branch, call out to you: Courage and
Perseverance.

Fraternal salute in the name of the French Branch.

The Secretary Monthus

The Council adjourned at half past 10 o’clock.

R. APPLEGARTH, Chairman
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary

COUNCIL MEETING*
May 4

Members present: Applegarth, Bernard, Boon, Buckley,
Dupont, Eccarius, Hales, Jung, Lessner, Marx, Maurice,
Stepney, Zabicki, delegates from No. 1 Lodge of the Brick-
layers’ Society, the Alliance Cabinet-Makers, Day-Working
Bookbinders.

Cit. Applegarth in the chair.

Minutes of the previous meeting read and confirmed.

The Secretary read a letter from George Julian Harney
of Boston, U.S., who expressed his satisfaction at the prog-
ress and the principles of the Association and enclosed
£1 as contribution, asking for a receipt as he had sent
money to the Reform League once without ever receiving
an acknowledgment.103

Cit. Marx read an appeal to the workmen of America on
behalf of the horse-railway conductors and cart-drivers

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 212-13 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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in New York now on strike. They work 105 hours a week
and the Second Avenue Company wants them to work an
hour longer than they have done each day.10%

Cit. Jung stated that letters had appeared in the Egalité
from Naples and Barcelona where the International was
welcomed. The Paris workmen have issued an election
programme based upon the platform of principles of the
Association. Raspail has accepted the conditions.103

Marx then read the draft of the address on the Belgian
Massacres.*

Cit. Applegarth pronounced it [an] able address but
thought it would be better that some particulars were
given about the affair before the discussion was entered
upon.

The Secretary then read a translation of Hins’s report
from the Minutes,** and Cit. Jung furnished some details
both of Seraing and the Borinage strikes and massacre
remarking that the Belgians, though worse paid than the
workmen of almost any other country, had never appealed
for help to foreign countries.

Cit. Applegarth remarked that was the old trite story.
The work-people were miserable, they endeavoured to
better their condition and the masters resisted, but to get
the soldiers to help them must be repudiated altogether,
and we could not stand quietly by while the employers cut
work-people down in such a manner. He thought it was
the duty of all to help. The address was*** more than a
denunciation of wanton outrages, it was a description of
a state of things and ought to be circulated throughout
the country.

Cit. Brightwell and Gardner stated that appeals for
money must be made to their Executive.

Eccarius was in favour that the address be printed.

* See pp. 312-18 of the present volume.—Ed.
** See pp. 86-88 of the present volume.—Ed.
**x Here the words “not only” are crossed out in the MS.—Ed.
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Cit. Marx said there were two issues involved. First,
the right of the workmen to strike and second the fate of
the Association, which must do something to manifest its
power.

Cit. Hales said the address would do much to spread
information at home, we ought to educate the people at
home on such matters.

Cit. Weston had been delighted by hearing the address
read. The Association ought to show by its taking action
that it was a power and taking action would make it a
power. The heinousness of the actions of the capitalists*
must be exposed to the workmen of other countries.

Cit. Applegarth thought it was an excellent opportunity
to give the people of this country a notion of what was
going on abroad; he had learned much at the Council
board, and if from time to time an abstract of the pro-
ceedings of the Council was printed, it might [be] circu-
lated with the trade society reports.

The proposition of Cit. Hales, seconded by Eccarius,
that the address be adopted, printed and circulated was
then carried unanimously.

Instructions were given to the Secretary to get 1,000
printed,1% to send to the press and to the societies affi-
liated as well as those with whom we were [in] corres-
pondence some copies gratis and sell the rest, having the
price printed on them.**

Maurice proposed that bills be printed to advertise the
resolution in the rooms of the trade societies.***

B. LUCRAFT

* The words “actions of the capitalists” were written instead of
the word “offence” that was crossed out.—Ed.
** Further the sentence “The Council adjourned at 11 o’clock” is
crossed out in the MS.—Ed.
*** This sentence was inserted into the Minute Book on approval
of the Minutes at the following General Council meeting.—Ed.



To the Impartial, Intelligent and Sympathizing People of
the City of New York:

Th* undersigned, io behalf o» the WORKING MEN'S ONION OF THE CITY OF
NEW YOKE. beg to call Ib* attention of th* Feepie of the City of New York to the
onerous, unjust, and it may be called inhuman exertion* mad* on the conductors and
driven of horse railroad Cara end other public vehicles, in the cities of New York and Brooklyn,
as to lite working hours and beggarly compensation.

The und*rmgn*d confidently believe the justice of th* cause of these working men will
at once manifest itself io th* public. Nevertheless, we beg io commend it to favor by
presenting the following statement of existing grievances;

Th* persons so employed ar* mostly heads of families, who need a support for Lenar Ives
and those dependent on them. It is their desire to perform all the duties of good citizens
and to raise their families in respectability and honesty.

Under existing regulations they are unable to visit their homes during the hours of day-
light. and become strangers to the faces of their own children  From twelve to seventeen
hours work is required for a day's work, and the employees Nt the Second Avenue R. R. Co.

are now resisting a demand of eighteen hours aa a day’s work'  Th* average lime is fifteen
hours, and includes Sundays and holidays, all seasons of the year, and often exposed to the
most inclement weather. On some of the railroads it is required that a certain number of
trips daily shall he made, and in some instance» the payment it by the trip ; no that, if J«c-
vented by stoppages by blocking the way, or by fire, or other enune.a great jMirtion nf the
day a eamnings is taken from the employee, who thus lo*» hic time, although constantly in
charge of. and responsible for, the horses and property of the company At early hour* of
the morning and late hours of th* night, in summer heat and through winter snow, they faith-
fully labor on.  An» not such mon worthy of legal protection? ~ Under th* present exaction®
of their employers, will it be contended that their employment is not degrading, destructive
alike of morals and health f Do they enjoy any of th* opportunities for improvement or the
enjoyment of domestic comfort accorded to others of the working classes” la it to the ad-
vantage of the Stitt that th* condition of an industrious class shall be thal of trft, and that

their children shall grow up to inherit the burdens of their fathers id ignorance and uncon-
trolled *

Do not the Public, whose Servants they are, owe them Protection?

Shall not their hours be established and their compensation fixed by law? Is it asking
too much of the corporation* created by legislative act. and by legislative favor enjoying aa
gift* valuable franchise®, to compensate their employees at a just rate, and to exact only
reasonable hours for a day a work? No clan of working men are so inadequately paid for
their Services. Protectinn is all these man arac Can any reasonable objection b* urged
against the justice of their cause ?

W earnestly solicit your careful in«ealigalion of these allegations, and hope to receive
yonr active inlloenea and support

cars pasted into the Minute Book

| I
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¢
=

Leaflet issued by the striking workers of the New York horse-railroad
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COUNCIL MEETING*

May 11107

Members present: Buckley, Bernard, Dupont, Eccarius,
Jung, Cohn, Lessner, Lucraft, Maurice, Odger, Ross.

Cit. Lucraft in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read.**

Cit. Jung stated that he had announced that the Ship-
builders’ Society of Amsterdam had joined the Association,
which was not reported. Agreed to have it reported in the
next.

Cit. Maurice objected that a proposition he had made
was not added. The proposition was added and the Minutes
confirmed.

Cit. Lessner called the attention of the Council to the
Secretary’s report in the Bee-Hive. The Secretary had put
himself forward and suppressed Cit. Marx’s name as the
mover of the Belgian address.

The Secretary denied that he had put himself forward
in any shape but [said] that he had omitted the name of
the mover of the address intentionally, not to give people
a chance to say it was Marx’s address and not that of the
Council. If he had committed a wrong he would rectify
it by a declaration in the next report in the Bee-Hive,
and the Council might pass a vote of censure upon his
conduct.

Cit. Lessner handed the Bee-Hive to the Chairman to
read the parts of the report complained of.

The Chairman read, “The Corresponding Secretary for
America for the English language read a letter from
Mr. Harney”, etc., further on, that Marx and others had
spoken in favour of the address.

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 214-18 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.

** Here the word “confirmed” is crossed out in the MS.—Ed.
7-507
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Eccarius contended that he was Corresponding Secretary
for the English language for America.

Cit. Lessner said everybody knew that Cit. Shaw was
the American Secretary!%8 and he had not been at the
meeting.

Eccarius was under the impression that Shaw had been
nominated to complete the names on the cards, because all
the American correspondence that had been done during
the last 12 months he had done.

Cit. Marx said Mr. Eccarius must not be permitted to
use the names of Council members as he liked. He did
not care about having [his] name mentioned, but instead
of being the originator of the address, his name appeared
amongst the supporters. It looked as if the Council was
ashamed of what he did. He was not particular about his
name, there was no need of mentioning names at all in
the Bee-Hive reports, but the German Secretary was an
entity, not a nonentity.*

The Secretary wanted to know on what particular
occasion he had failed to acknowledge the services of the
German Secretary and that it would be best that somebody
should approve the reports before publication.

The Chairman on reading the report had been struck
with the idea that it was a bungling report.

Cit. Jung said Eccarius had been appointed American
Secretary for the English and he did not think that any
intentional fault had been committed.

No other member rising to speak upon the question, the
Secretary read a letter from Cit. Applegarth stating the
reason of his absence and requiring a dozen copies both
of the Congress resolutions** and the Rules.

John Smith of Whitechurch, Dorsetshire, announced in

* Here the words “and he wanted his services acknowledged
as such” are crossed out in the MS.—Ed.
** See pp. 284-98 of the present volume.—Ed.



MEETING OF MAY 11 99

a letter that the Co-operative Society of which he is the
Secretary was not inclined to join the Association but
if his individual adhesion was any use he desired his name
to be put on the list of members and he forwarded his
contribution in stamps. The principles of the Association
were not new to him; he had joined the Chartists in 1838,
and the Fraternal Democrats in 184619 and thought that
any society must be good to which the name of Odger was
attached. He enclosed a copy of an address that had
appeared in the Blandford paper* to the Belgian miners
by a Brussels committee styling itself the Revolutionary
Committee of the International Working Men’s Society,
recommending Kkilling, massacring, etc., till complete
liberty was granted them, and offering to send them arms.

Cit. Odger proposed that it be repudiated.

Cit. Jung seconded, observing that it was a cowardly
trick for people who were in safety themselves to excite
others to fight and promise them arms. If he approved of
the means recommended, he should not be afraid to go and
fight himself.

It was unanimously agreed “that the authors of that
address were in no way connected with the International
Working Men’s Association, and that the Council entirely
repudiates such means of redress.”**

Cit. Cohn stated that, having seen some reports in the
papers that the cigar-makers of Antwerp were going to
strike, he had made some inquiries to which the men of
Antwerp had replied that they knew nothing about it and
that the masters must have spread the report. Both
societies of Brussels as well as Antwerp were going on

* Reference is apparently to the newspaper Blandford Express.
The words “that had appeared in the Blandford paper” are written
between the lines.—Ed.

** The resolution in quotation marks is a clipping from the report
in The Bee-Hive, May 15, 1869, pasted into the Minute Book.—Ed.
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well and they would join the International Association as
soon as their financial year expired.*

Cit. Jung announced that the members of the Brussels
Committee were still in prison; there were about 200 men
arrested altogether, some of whom would no doubt be set
free.

Cit. Marx had received one pound sterling for the
Belgian sufferers from Manchester.110

Cit. Cottam was announced as being present having
brought the cards. He stated that on a former occasion he
had waited a long time for the money but that he could
not do so now. He should like to have a part at once and
the whole settled by 15 of June.

Cit. Jung stated when the order had been given there
had been money enough in hand to pay the whole but
that was not the case now.

It was agreed that Citizen Cottam should be informed
of the decision of the Council the following morning.

Cit. Marx then rose and said that most members would
have seen a letter from Professor Goldwin Smith in the
Bee-Hive respecting the impression made in America by
the speech of Senator Sumner,!it and he, Cit. Marx, had
received letters to the same effect from America and he
thought it was a proper occasion for the Council to appeal
to the working men of America to put a stop to these**
menaces of the Republican Party. With this intention he
had drawn up an address to the National Labour Union of
the United States which, if approved of by the Council,
should be adopted and sent to America. He then read as
follows:

* Here a newspaper clipping (The Bee-Hive, May 15, 1869) heavily
edited in hand is pasted into the Minute Book. The first two
lines of the clipping (“A Dutch Shipbuilders’ Society announced to
have joined the Association, the first affiliation in Holland”) are
crossed out.—Ed.

M;. I-E;e the words ‘“warlike public’ are crossed out in the
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THE INTERNATIONAL WORKING MEN’'S ASSOCIATION
TO THE NATIONAL LABOUR UNION OF THE UNITED
STATES*

Fellow-workmen.—In the initiatory programme of our
Association we stated: “It was not the wisdom of the
ruling classes, but the heroic resistance to their criminal
folly by the working classes of England that saved the
West of Europe from plunging headlong into an infamous
crusade for the perpetuation and propagation of slavery
on the other side of the Atlantic.”!!2 Your turn has now
come to stop a war, the clearest result of which would
be, for an indefinite period, to hurl back the ascendant
movement of the working class on both sides of the
Atlantic.

We need hardly tell you that there exist European
powers anxiously bent upon hurrying the United States
into a war with England. A glance at commercial statistics
will show that the Russian export of raw produce, and
Russia has nothing else to export, was rapidly giving way
before American competition, when the civil war suddenly
turned the scales. To convert the American ploughshares
into swords, would just now rescue from impending bank-
ruptcy that despotic power which your republican states-
men have, in their wisdom, chosen for their confidential
adviser. But quite apart from the particular interests of
this or that government, is it not the general interest of
our common oppressors to turn our fast-growing interna-
tional co-operation into an internecine war?

In a congratulatory address to Mr. Lincolnit3 on his
re-election as president, we expressed our conviction that
the American civil war would prove of as great import
to the advancement of the working class as the American

* Here a clipping from The Bee-Hive, May 15, 1869, containing
the address is pasted into the Minute Book.—Ed,
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war of independence had proved to that of the middle
class. And, in point of fact, the victorious termination of
the anti-slavery war has opened a new epoch in the annals
of the working class. In the States themselves, an inde-
pendent working-class movement, looked upon with an
evil eye by your old parties and their professional politi-
cians, has since that date sprung into life. To fructify it
wants years of peace. To crush it, a war between the
United States and England is wanted.

The next palpable effect of the civil war was, of course,
to deteriorate the position of the American workman. In
the United States, as in Europe, the monster incubus of
a national debt was shifted from hand to hand, to settle
down on the shoulders of the working class. The prices
of necessaries, says one of your statesmen, have since
1860 risen 78 per cent, while the wages of unskilled labour
rose 50 per cent, those of skilled labour 60 per cent only.
“Pauperism,” he complains, “grows now in America faster
than population.” Moreover, the sufferings of the working
classes set off as a foil the new-fangled luxury of financial
aristocrats, shoddy aristocrats,144 and similar vermin bred
by wars. Yet for all this the civil war did compensate by
freeing the slave and the consequent moral impetus it
gave to your own class movement. A second war, not
hallowed by a sublime purpose and a great social necessity,
but of the Old World’s type, would forge chains for the
free labourer instead of tearing asunder those of the slave.
The accumulated misery left in its track would afford your
capitalists at once the motive and the means to divorce
the working class from its bold and just aspirations by
the soulless sword of a standing army.

On you, then, devolves the glorious task to prove to the
world that now at last the working classes are bestriding
the scene of history no longer as servile retainers, but as
independent actors, conscious of their own responsibility,



and able to command peace where their would-be masters
shout war.
In the name of the General Council of the International

Working Men’s Association, British nationality:
R. APPLEGARTH, carpenter; M. J. BOON,
engineer; J. BUCKLEY, painter; J. HALES,
elastic web-weaver; HARRIET LAW;
B. LUCRAFT, chair-maker; J. MILNER, tailor;
G. ODGER, shoemaker; J. ROSS, bootcloser;
R. SHAW, painter; STEPNEY, COWELL:
J. WARREN, trunk-maker; J. WESTON,
handrail-maker. French nationality: E. DU-
PONT, instrument-maker; JULES JOHAN-
NARD, lithographer; PAUL LAFARGUE.
German nationality: G. ECCARIUS, tailor;
F. LESSNER, tailor; W. LIMBURG, shoe-
maker; MARX, KARL. Swiss nationality:
H. JUNG, watchmaker; A. MULLER, watch-
maker. Belgian nationality: M. BERNARD,
painter. Danish nationality: J. COHN, cigar-
maker. Polish nationality: ZABICKI, compo-
sitor. B. LUCRAFT, Chairman; COWELL
STEPNEY, Treasurer; J. GEORGE ECCA-
RIUS, General Secretary.

London, May 12, 1869*

Cit. Odger took objection to the word vermin.

Cit. Lucraft rather preferred it and Cit. Marx stated
that no other word could be substituted without altering
the context.

After some conversation the address was adopted upon
the proposition of Cit. Dupont seconded by Cit. Odger.

* The newspaper clipping ends here.—Ed.
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It was agreed that all the Council members should sign
it and that their occupation should be stated.!15

Cit. Jung was then called upon to give an account of
the balance in the treasury. He answered that the balance
amounted to 5.17.10.

It was then resolved that Cit. Cottam be paid £4.

It was suggested that the Treasurer* should be asked
for a loan of £5 but Cit. Jung was rather reluctant to
do it.**

COUNCIL MEETING***
May 18

Members present: Applegarth, Bernard, Dupont, Eccarius,
Jung, Marx, Stepney.

Cit. Applegarth in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

Cit. Marx stated that the leader of the Committee that
had been disavowed at the previous meeting was an ex-
commissary of police.

Cit. Dupont read a letter from Marseilles stating that
the joiners had voted 463 against 7 to strike work and had
struck accordingly.

A letter from the Editor of the Opinion Nationale stated
that the Belgian address**** would be inserted as soon as
the election matter was disposed of.116

Cit. Jung read from the Egalité that the carpenters,
painters, plasterers, and tanners of Lausanne had resolved
upon establishing truck societies.147

* Stepney.—Ed.
** Unsigned.—Ed.
*** The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 218-19 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
#**+ See pp. 312-18 of the present volume.—Ed.
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A number of the gilded youth of Geneva had assaulted
two compositors on strike (accompanied by their families)
in the public streets. Two had been arrested but soon
let go.

The president of the Paris Compositors’ Society had
been sent to Geneva to endeavour to bring about an
understanding between the men now on strike and their
employers, but the employers had objected that they could
not treat with foreigners. Out of the 8 masters only 4
were Swiss.118

Cit. Eccarius stated that, according to the Volksstimme
of Vienna, the work-people of that town demanded
unrestricted freedom of combination and had held several
mass meetings to make their demand heard.!19

Cit. Marx stated that the United States Government
wanted war for more reasons than one. It would reconcile
North and South and satisfy the military party.

Cit. Jung stated for Bernard that a society of Belgian
miners had issued an address in which hopes of better
times were held out when the mines become common
property.

The shipbuilders of Amsterdam had struck for reduction
of the hours of labour. They had been in the habit of
working from 5 o’clock a.m. till 7 o’clock p.m., but required
that in future their working day should commence at
6 o’clock a.m. and end 6 o’clock p.m. for 2 florins a day.!20

Cit. Marx stated that at a meeting at Antwerp a capitalist
had made a speech against the International Association.
A workman had spoken after to answer him but he had
not stopped to hear the reply.

The Secretary was instructed to send subscription sheets
to the affiliated societies.121

One pound was collected for the Belgian sufferers.

B. LUCRAFT, Chairman
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary
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COUNCIL MEETING*
May 25

Present: Bernard, Boon, Dupont, Eccarius, Jung, Lucraft,
Lessner, Stepney.

Cit. Lucraft in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

Cit. Jung called attention to two mistakes in the report
of the Bee-Hive!22 which the Secretary was instructed to
correct.

The Secretary announced that the Executive of the
Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and Joiners had
granted £2 for the Belgian sufferers.

Cit. Boon stated that his time did not permit him to
attend regularly, but [he] had someone to propose who
would be able to render good services. He proposed
Mr. George Harris and Mr. Townshend as members.

Eccarius and Jung seconded.

Cit. Lessner proposed Mr. Fraser, seconded by Cit.
Maurice.

Cit. Dupont read a letter from the Secretary of the Paris
Bronze-Workers’ Society who wanted some information
from the Council about the Belgian affairs. Many people
in Paris knew nothing at all about it, as only short and
scattered despatches had been published in the Paris
papers. The Bronze-Workers had opened a subscription;
the Marble-Cutters had already sent off 50 fr. He thought
that the question might be added to the Congress pro-
gramme respecting the influence of trade societies in the
struggle for the emancipation of the working class. The
causes of the universal want of employment might also be
discussed with advantage. He sent a printed draft of rules

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 219-20 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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for the federation of trade societies and wishes to have
the opinion of the Council upon it. The Bronze-Workers
will send a delegate to the Congress. The society has voted
shortly to reimburse the English trade societies who have
lent money during the strike.123

Cit. Jung stated that the Democrat of Baselland!?é was
praising the German working men for their perseverance
in contending against all the obstacles that stood in their
way while the Swiss with greater freedom of action moved
but slowly.

A manifesto from the Barcelona section had been
published in the Egalité in which it was stated that the
revolution had freed Spain from one tyranny, the political,
and that the time had come to overcome the social tyranny
which could only be done by the united action of the
working class.125

The Secretary thought that the Council ought officially
to express its sentiments about Madame Hins of Brussels
whose death, if it had not been caused by proceedings of
the Government officials, had certainly been accelerated.126
After some conversation the following was agreed to:

“The Council deeply sympathises with Eugen Hins in
the sad affliction that has befallen him through the
premature death of his wife Jeanne, born Brismée, and
expresses its abhorrance at the cruel treatment she met
with from the authorities shortly before her untimely end.”

It was stated that all the members of the Brussels
Committee who had been imprisoned were released, but
that further domiciliary searches had taken place, and all
the Committee members were summoned to appear before
the Judge of Instruction.

Cit. Lessner announced the death of Peter Fox at Vienna
after 5 days’ illness.

Cit. Dupont read a statement from the London Interna-
tional?? containing some falsehoods about the Association
to which he wished to send a reply.
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The proposition was*. ..
The Secretary was instructed to write to the societies
for their contributions.**

COUNCIL MEETING***

June 1

Members present: Dupont, Eccarius, Jung, Lessner,
Stepney, Lucraft, Applegarth, Walton, Zabicki.

Cit. Jung in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

Letters were read from Yarrow, of Eastbourne, Ironfield
of Sheffield, and the Secretary of the Alliance Cabinet-
Makers who had voted £3 for the Belgian sufferers.

Cit. Zabicki handed in 8s. collected amongst his friends.

Cit. Jung stated that the Amsterdam section had con-
stituted itself the Central Section for Holland.!28 They
were publishing fly-sheets containing the grievances of the
work-people and the aims of the Association. This was
preparatory to publishing a newspaper under the title the
People’s Standard.****

A bulletin had been published at Naples containing an
appeal to the workmen to join,!2 the Rules of the Associa-
tion were also to be published, and a regular newspaper
to be started in June.***** An Italian section had been
founded at Geneva.

The police of Geneva had taken to making assaults on
work-people and arresting them and keeping them in
prison over night and the magistrates discharged them in

* A gap in the MS.—Ed.
** Unsigned.—Ed.
*** The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on p. 221 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
**** De Standaart des Volks.—Ed,
#*%3¢ L a Fratellanza.—Ed.
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the morning. At Lausanne the bricklayers had struck for
40 centimes an hour, the labourers and wheel-barrowmen
for 30 centimes an hour; the Council had called the military
under arms to “protect individual liberty” and ill-treat
suspected workmen.130

On the proposition of Cit. Lessner, seconded by Eccarius,
it was agreed to borrow 7s. 6d. from the Belgian fund!3!
to pay Leno.

50 copies [of] resolutions* to the Co-operative Con-
gress, 132

H. JUNG, Chairman
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL**

June 8

Members present: Bernard, Boon, Dupont, Eccarius, Jung,
Lessner, Limburg, Ross, Stepney.

Cit. Jung in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

A letter was read from W. H. Sylvis, President of the
National Labour Union, U.S., acknowledging the receipt
of the address.133

A letter from J. Smith, Whitechurch, was received
enclosing 1s. in stamps for the Belgians. Another from
the West End Bootclosers’ Society announcing that 10s.
had been voted for the Belgians. A letter from Citizen
Applegarth containing 10s. from H. Buckmaster of the
Science and Art Department, Kensington Museum, and
a letter from the Secretary of No. 1 Lodge, Bricklayers,

“ See pp. 284-98 of the present volume.—Ed.

** The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 222-23 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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acknowledging receipt of subscription sheet and promising
to try what can be done; a letter from Harry, Chelsea
Carpenters, demanding more Belgian addresses,* but too
late, and a letter from the Liverpool Cigar-Makers recom-
mending James Samuelson to be furnished with Continental
addresses.

A letter from Murat in Paris was read stating that he
had written a long letter which was waiting for the Friend
who brought the last, but had not yet fetched the answer.
The Bronze-Workers had sent for him to hand over the
money they owed to English societies for transmission,
detailing the various items. While supporting other trades
they had reduced their debt from £1,800 to £200. Referring
to the elections!3 he stated that they had taken place
under high socialist pressure and everybody now talked
about the social** question. The Voix du Peuple had
published a favourable article on the Congress pro-
gramme!35; the Engineers were going to appoint two
delegates.

A letter from Marseilles stated that the strike of the
Joiners was still going on. Many of the men had been
members of the Association before the dissolution of
Paris.136 They required assistance in two ways: 1. Loans;
2. Moral support. All the men in the trade had joined. The
Society had only been in existence for a few months and
depended entirely on the pecuniary support of others. The
masters had resolved to starve them out; the men had
come to the conclusion that they could work without the
masters by starting co-operative workshops but the diffi-
culty was to put it into practice.

A conversation ensued which elicited a general opinion
that there was no chance of obtaining money at present
from English societies.

* See pp. 312-18 of the present volume.—Ed.
** Here the word “reforms” is crossed out in the MS.—Ed.
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Cit. Lessner moved and Ross seconded that the French
Secretary* be instructed to write to that effect.

According to the Internationale of Brussels, the Ship-
joiners of Amsterdam** had gained the rise of wages but
not the reduction of working time. A report would be
published to show what part the government had taken
in the strike.137

Citizens Harris, Townshend, and Fraser were unani-
mously accepted as members of the Council.

Cit. Lessner proposed and Eccarius seconded that the
Standing Committee should meet to draw up the Congress
programme and report not later than Tuesday, June 22.

Cit. Ross called the attention of the Council to the fact
that Citizen Odger had incurred about £10 expense in his
election canvass for Stafford, towards the defraying of
which any subscriptions would be acceptable. The com-
mittee for promoting working men’s representation would
be made permanent!38 so that any surplus that might
accrue would be reserved for future purpose.

H. JUNG, Chairman
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL***
June 15

Members present: Bernard, Boon, Dupont, Eccarius,
Hales, Jung, Lessner, Marx, Milner, Stepney.

Citizen Jung in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

* Dupont.—Ed.
=* See p. 105 of the present volume.—Ed.
“** The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 223-24 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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A letter was received from Gaspar Sentifion, a Spaniard
residing in Eastern Prussia, desiring to [enter] in corres-
pondence with the Secretary of the Barcelona section,*
which he intends to join in preference to any other, as he
is going to return to Spain.

A letter was read from Citizen Varlin of Paris, the Secre-
tary of the Bookbinders’ Society, complaining that he had
received no news from the Council which was the more
surprising as the Paris Bookbinders’ Society was now the
only Paris section. He wanted an explanation why the Con-
gress programme had been communicated to the Paris
papers and not to him. Respecting the riots he stated that
they had been got up by the police139 to have an excuse to
arrest and prosecute certain people among whom were the
members of the late Committee: Combault, Murat, Tolain,
Limousin and others.140

Cit. Dupont said the reason why he had not written
was because he had not received any letters, which, ac-
cording to the Rules, it would have been the duty of Cit.
Varlin to send.

Citizen Dupont was instructed to reply.

A letter from the German Committee of Genevalil was
read containing a proposition to be added to the Congress
programme, viz.. How can the working class arrive at
collective property and thereby annihilate the antagonism
of classes. Complaints were made about the German sec-
tion represented by the Felleisenl42 as well as those who
had voted in favour of the association of Nurembergi43 of
not rendering the necessary support. Complaints were also
made of not having received the addresses issued by the
Council officially.144

Cit. Jung stated that he could not have sent them before

* Rafael Farga Pellicer.—Ed.
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because he had no translation and the* original had been
forwarded by the Secretary.**

Cit. Jung was instructed to reply.

In a letter from the Brussels Committee!45 two questions
were proposed to be added to the Congress programme,
viz.: The organisation of justice in the future and the fed-
eration and organisation of provident, friendly and insur-
ance societies.

Cit. Hales proposed and Lessner seconded to refer the
matter to the Standing Committee to report next Tuesday.
Agreed.***

COUNCIL MEETING****
June 22

Members present: Bernard, Boon, Cohn, Dupont,
Eccarius, Harris, Lessner, Marx, Milner, Ross.

Cit. Dupont in the chair.

Letters were read from the Secretary of the Working
Men’s Club and Institute Union inviting the members of
the Council to attend a conference on technical educa-
tion!46; from the Secretary of the Birmingham Trades Coun-
cil requesting to be informed whether the Council of the
International will send a delegate to the working men’s
congress to be held at Birmingham,!47 and one from the
Secretary of the Rendal Shoemakers’ Society enclosing 5s.
for the Belgian sufferers.

Cit. Marx read a letter from Solingen, the writer of which
stated that the conviction that the labour question could

* Further the words “paper containing” are crossed out in the
MS.—Ed.

** In the MS the word “General” is crossed out before *“Secret-
ary”.—Ed.

**+ Unsigned.—Ed.

**** The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 224-25 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.

8-597



114 MINUTES OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL

only be settled by international combination was spreading
more and more. Alluding to the so-called free religious
communitiesi‘® he remarked that they consisted of shop-
keepers and suchlike people who were opposed to the
advance of the working class; they had simply thrown
the old God of the Bible overboard to put mammon in his
place.

The bookbinders of Leipzig are anxious to contract in-
ternational alliances with the beokbinders of other coun-
tries. Some of their branches have entered our Association.

A letter from Brussels acknowledged the receipt of 100
francs from London for the Belgian sufferers.

Upon the report of the Standing Committee the following
was agreed to as the programme of the next Congress:

1. The question of landed property;

2. The right to inheritance;

3. To what extent can credit be immediately utilised
by the working class;

4. The question of general education;

5. The influence of trades unions upon the emancipation
of the working class.

It was further agreed that the order of proceedings be
as follows:

1. Verification of Credentials;

2. Election of Congress officers;

3. Report of the General Council and reports of branches
and sections;

4. Discussion of the questions on the programme;

5. Appointment of the seat of the General Council for
the ensuing year;

6. Election of the members of the General Council;

7. Appointment of time and place of meeting of the next
Congress. 149

It was further agreed that a notice be appended to the
programme stating that the statistical inquiry is still pro-
ceeding.
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A resolution that the discussion of the questions of the
programme commence at the next meeting closed the pro-
ceedings.

BENJAMIN LUCRAFT
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS

COUNCIL MEETING*
June 29

Members present: Dupont, Eccarius, Jung, Lessner,
Lucraft, Mrs. Law, Stepney, Townshend, Weston.

Cit. Lucraft in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

A letter was received from the office of Lloyd’s News-
paper demanding £1 7s. prepaid to insert the Congress pro-
gramme.

The Secretary stated that he had forwarded copies to
all the daily papers and some of the weeklies. The Daily
News had inserted it, the Dispatch and Reynolds’s con-
tained abridgements, the Hermann had inserted it in Ger-
man and the Bee-Hive had crowded it in a corner and sup-
pressed the report of the last meeting.

A circular was received from Cit. Applegarth requesting
a delegate to attend the trades union deputation to the
Home Secretary.**

Cit. Weston was appointed to attend.150

A letter was read from Marseilles regretting that the
ties which bound the members together had slackened; they
had no regular place of meeting, yet the presence and
action of the members was perceptible everywhere. The

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 226-27 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.

** Bruce.—Ed.
g
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working classes had managed to conspire with their
antagonists, the liberals, and if they went on they might
have their Spanish revolution. But the democrats were
now preaching peace while the socialists were for action.
The irreconcilable Gambetta was already going down in
estimation; if the radicals did not speedily act, their popu-
larity would fade. Would like to send the Republican salut.

A letter from Cit. Richard of Lyons contained com-
plaints that his letters or answers to them must have
miscarried. They have no regular organisation now at
Lyons but meet often. Has been obliged to write shamefully
moderate in connection with the elections. Will pay their
contributions at Bale in a lump.

Attention was called to an announcement in the Egalité
that the Geneva police had confiscated the first five copies
of the Berne and Geneva Lantern* of which Henri Perret,
the Geneva Secretary, was agent. From the same papers
particulars were read concerning the riots at St. Etienne
in France.151

Cit. Milner objected to so much time being devoted to
correspondence: it must be abbreviated or else the discus-
sion of the Congress questions would be impossible.

The discussion of the Congress questions was to be
opened.

The first question having [been] read,** the Secretary
read so much of the resolutions passed at the last Congress
as referred to arable land.*** Between 20 and 30 delegates
had abstained from voting at the Congress, and complained
afterwards that the resolutions had taken them by surprise.
It could therefore be disputed that the resolutions were
a fair reflex of the convictions of the delegates, and for
that reason the question was to be reconsidered. He was
of opinion that the Council should either propose the affir-

* La Lanterne de Berne et Genéve.—Ed.
** See p. 114 of the present volume.—Ed.
*** See pp. 295-96 of the present volume.—Ed.
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mation of the resolutions or substitute another for the adop-
tion of the next Congress.

Cit. Milner had no doubt about the Council being in
favour of converting the land into national property, but
the reasons ought to be stated in detail to answer the objec-
tions of those who thought different. He was not exactly
prepared to enter upon the subject just that moment, but if
there was no objection he was willing to commence on
the next meeting-night by moving the affirmation of the
resolutions of the last Congress.

It was then agreed that the hour of 9 be fixed for the
commencement of the discussion.

The meeting adjourned at 11 o’clock.

B. LUCRAFT
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS

COUNCIL MEETING*
July 6

Members present: Bernard, Boon, Dupont, Eccarius,
Fraser, Harris, Jung, Mrs. Law, Lessner, Marx, Milner,
Weston.

Cit. Lucraft in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

A letter was read from** the Secretary of the Bronze-
Workers of Lyons containing an appeal for a loan of
40,000 fr. to enable the bronze-workers of that town to
carry on business on their own account. The appeal is
endorsed by Cit. Schettel.152 New groups of the Association

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 227-31 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
** Here the words “Citizen Richard” are crossed out in the
MS.—Ed.



118 MINUTES OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL

have been formed in the West of Paris and at Roubaix.
Jaclard is recommended as a good man in the cause.

Cit. Marx stated that, according to the Werker of Ant-
werp, the Amsterdam section had a paper of its own*
which was attacked by all the capitalist journals who were
astonished that the Association had spread into such a quiet
country as Holland.

Cit. Jung announced that he had been furnished with
patterns and lists of prices of the goods kept in stock by
the Co-operative Marble Cutters of Brussels. As they had
been working for masters who exported their goods to
England the men wanted to do business in a similar way.
The main difficulty was that the masters here were very
reluctant to do business with them and offered less than
the cost of the raw material for their goods. Another dif-
ficulty was [to] make sure that in accepting low prices
they were not injuring the working men here.153

Citizens Weston, Harris, and Lucraft volunteered to
make inquiries.

Cit. Weston gave an account of the deputation he attend-
ed** to the Home Secretary which he said had been well
received and had made a good impression upon the Govern-
ment who were desirous of doing something, but could
not during the present session; even if they gave their
assistance to the Bill now before the House it could not
become law this session, but a government measure was to
be passed next session. The deputation had resolved upon
pressing the second reading in the House of Commons to
a division.

Cit. John Palmer was nominated as a candidate to
become a member of the Council by Cit. Harris and second-
ed by Townshend.

Cit. Milner resumed the adjourned debate on the land

* De Standaart des Volks.—Ed.
** See p. 115 of the present volume.—Ed.
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question by moving the following as an addendum to the
resolution of the last Congress:

“Confirming the views already expressed by the last
Congress that the Lands, Mines, etc., should be the prop-
erty of the State for the benefit of the whole people;

“That the individual ownership of large tracts of land,
mines, etc., has given a power to the few over the many,
incompatible with the Freedom of a Nation;

“That the only way to realise the natural right of every
individual to an interest in the soil of his country is to
make Land the property of all for all.”

Cit. Milner thought to go into the whole question would
be too much like a recapitulation of what had been said
already; it would require to state our reasons for the change
and leave those who disagreed to state the reasons of their
disagreement. The views as stated in the Congress resolu-
tion were rather mild. He agreed with the statements that
the land was the free gift of nature, that it should be made
common property, the property of a state established on
the principles of justice, but he wished to lay more empha-
sis upon the rights of men to the soil. The ground stated
in the resolution for the change was social necessity.* This
was not ahead of the way in which the middle class dealt
with great questions. On this ground the telegraphs had
been bought by the Government and the railways would
now follow, but we ought to be ahead of this, we must
claim the conversion of the land into common property, not
as a matter of expediency, but as a natural right. Thiers
had gone so far as to deny the natural rights of man. But
if it was conceded that man had a right to existence he
must have also a right to the means of subsistence which
was the land, and the only solution was to convert the land
into national property. As things were at present, not
[only] did the few possess a great power to the injury of

* See p. 295 of the present volume.—Ed.
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the nation, but they could disinherit their own children;
individual ownership then was despotism. The gold which
formed our circulating medium could not be obtained ex-
cept from the soil, for everything we were depending on
the soil. There was no alternative: either the natural rights
of individuals must be denied, or the land be made common
property. Though generations had violated the natural
rights of man, they were not forfeited, they had existed
all along, but the plea of social necessity was no necessity
at all for their reclamation. The claim of a right would
move men to action, social necessity would not. It was
very gratifying to him to have lived [till] the day when
such publications as these resolutions were circulating
throughout Europe and the working men of the different
countries were publicly advocating the question.

Cit. Boon endorsed what Milner had said. He considered
the claim of right preferable to social necessity. To go
into the whole question of abstract right would occupy too
much time, but we had an abstract right to the land since
we could not live without land. The time was coming when
the mines and the land must be nationalised. He was in
favour of the addenda to claim the soil as natural right.

Cit. Marx was of opinion that Milner had not quite under-
stood the nature of the controversy. There was no oppo-
sition to the mines and woods being made common prop-
erty. The injury caused by the accumulation of land in
the hands of the few was granted; it was only with regard
to arable land that there was any dispute, the opposition
came from the partisans of small farming; small property
was the point in dispute.

The plea of social necessity was superior to the claim of
abstract right. Every thing, every possible form of oppres-
sion had been justified by abstract right; it was high time
to abandon this mode of agitation. The question was, under
what form this right should be realised. There was a social
necessity to transform feudal property into peasant
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property. In England the proprietor has ceased to be a
necessity in agriculture.

As for natural right, the animal had a natural right to
the soil since it cannot live without it. To push this natural
right to its logical consequences would land us at the as-
sertion of every individual to cultivate his own share.

Social right and social necessity determined in what
manner the means of subsistence must be procured. Social
necessity enforced itself in the course of which factory
had arrived, where co-operation was compulsory. The fact
that no one could produce anything by himself gave the
social necessity for co-operation. He was not against giving
a more emphatic form to the resolutions.

Cit. Harris was against using any of the old phrases. If
the bowels of the earth were to be made national property,
why not the surface. He preferred claiming it as a right.

Cit. Weston was strongly of opinion that the resolution
would have a better effect if made more pungent. He was
not particular whether right or necessity obtained the pref-
erence, but it was milk-and-water language as it stood, it
must be made more expressive. He was sure there were
several members of the Council who if they would take
the trouble could alter it to advantage. Small farming like
manufacturing on a small scale was doomed. Science and
machinery could not be applied in small farming, it must
be abandoned. He had reason to believe that the individual
exertions of the small farmers were more excited when
they were working for themselves. In co-operation individ-
ual indifference made but a small difference in the amount
they received from their labour. If co-operation succeeded
to gratify the feelings of the little farmer he would readily
fall in, if it could be shown that it was to his advantage to
do so. He [Weston] had heard many stand up for the ad-
vantages of small farming, but he did not believe in them.
He felt certain the resolutions could be put in a more
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forcible form, they would not have been carried in their
present form by an English meeting.

Cit. Jung said Milner, Boon, and Harris were in favour of
claiming the right of every individual to the soil, this must
lead to giving everyone his share, and if he was not mis-
taken, Cit. Boon was in favour of small farming (Cit. Boon
stated that he advocated the nationalisation of the land
and co-operative farming). Cit. Jung continued that it was
not on the score of right that the French opposed, but they
denied the necessity of making the land common property.
The small farmer worked no more for himself than the
wages-labourer, he worked all the days of his life to pay
taxes to the state and interest to the capitalists. As for
indolence, if a man was indolent in one thing it was no
proof that he would be so in everything, it was simply a
proof that he was in a wrong place. The opposition to the
nationalisation of the land came from people who wanted
to split up the land more than it was, they objected to
State interference, they would not have anything to do
with the State.

Citizen Elisée Reclus of Paris who was present as a
visitor was requested to state his opinion. He said: I have
but a very few words to say. The peasants know very little
what is going [in] the world, they do not come to your
Congresses, they do not even know that they are held; we
have very little to care about them. The men in the towns
are for collective property. At Brussels there was an excess
of individuals, they were not the representatives of [the]
whole; most working men are for collective property, it is
looked upon as a recognised right.

Cit. Marx. The small peasantry is not at the Congresses,
but their idealistic representatives are there. The Proudhon-
ists are very strong upon the point and they were at
Brussels. The Council is responsible for the resolutions;
they were shaped by the Brussels Committee,15% by men
who well knew the opposition they had to deal with. I am
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not against recasting them. Cit. Weston has only spoken
of social necessity. We see that both forms of private
property in land have led to bad results. The small man is
only a nominal proprietor, but he is the more dangerous
because he still fancies that he is a proprietor. In England
the land could be transformed into common property by
act of Parliament in the course of a fortnight. In France
it must be accomplished by means of the proprietors’ in-
debtedness and liability to taxation.

Cit. Milner said: I did not want to remodel the resolu-
tion, but to add something to make it strong.

Mrs. Law being invited to speak, said she would rather
decline saying anything that night.

Cit. Dupont moved the adjournment of the debate.

B. LUCRAFT
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary

COUNCIL MEETING*

July 13

Members present: Applegarth, Bernard, Dupont, Ecca-
rius, Harris, Jung, Mrs. Law, Lessner, Lucraft, Marx,
Maurice, Milner, Stepney, Townshend, Weston.

Cit. Lucraft in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

A letter was read from the Secretary of the London Tai-
lors’ Association stating that the Committee of that Society
had resolved to resume its connection with the Interna-
tional Association if it could be relieved of the past liability.

Eccarius proposed and Maurice seconded that the re-
quest be complied with, giving as the reasons why these
liabilities had not been discharged—the lost strike and

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 231-34 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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the disorganised state of the Society afterwards, coupled
with law expenses arising out of the prosecutions at the
Old Bailey.

The Council agreed.

A letter was read from J. Phipson of Monk Sherborne
stating that he had read an announcement in the Daily
News that the International was going to start a newspaper
in English, French, and German; he wished to have the
French edition and other documents the Association has
published.

The Chairman observed there was something afloat in
the shape of a new move and thought Cit. Harris would be
able to give some information.

Cit. Harris said there had been an announcement that
an International Republican Association was to be estab-
lished. A meeting had been convened to which Bradlaugh
had been invited; himself had been invited, but he had
learnt on the previous night that it resulted from splits
of various societies. The necessity of starting a working
man’s paper had been mooted in the National Reformer.
Holyoake had given very elaborate instruction how it must
be conducted. Harris knew nothing more of the matter.

Cit. Marx: The statement in the Daily News is that this
Association is going to start a paper.

Upon the proposition of Cit. Harris it was agreed that
the statement be officially contradicted by a letter from
the Secretary to the Daily News.

A letter was read from Lyons announcing the adhesion
of the Ovalistes* of that town, consisting of about 750
women and upwards of 300 men, to the International
Association. An official declaration accompanied the letter,
the contributions are to be paid at the Congress at Bale.
The Ovalistes being on strike, they appealed for aid.155

Cit. Jung proposed and Eccarius seconded that the ad-
hesion be accepted. Agreed.

* Silk winders.—Ed.
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Respecting the question of pecuniary aid Mrs. Law ex-
pressed an opinion that it would be advisable to commu-
nicate with Mr. Stuart Mill to bring the matter before the
Female Suffrage Association who would meet on Saturday.

Cit. Milner thought it would be better if Mrs. Law attend-
ed the meeting to bring the question on herself. He pro-
posed and Lessner seconded that she be deputed to attend.
Mrs. Law consented and the Council agreed.

Mrs. Law suggested to make a collection among the
audience she was going to lecture to on the following
Sunday.

The Council approved.

Cit. Marx stated that he had received a letter from the
President* of the German Cigar-Makers’ Union; there was
a strike too and an appeal to help.156

Cit. Lessner resumed the debate on the land question.
As to the controversy between right and necessity he said
our enemies know we are right, but they say we can't alter
it, therefore it becomes our duty to show that there is a
necessity for an alteration and things must be altered, that
a change is unavoidable because necessity has made it so.
The demonstration of the necessity is more forcible than
claiming it as a right.

Cit. Lucraft. I agree with those who think that necessity
makes out a stronger case, but there is one thing stronger
and that is might. I am for the land belonging to the peo-
ple, but I am not for letting it out, it ought to be managed
by the officers of the state. The land ought to [be] made
to yield as much as possible and the government should
look after it, without rent the produce would become much
cheaper. The people, of course, require the power to do
it; before they get that power the aristocracy will have
ceased to exist.

Mrs. Law. I am in favour of Cit. Lucraft’s remarks. I
have natural inclination to look upon a freehold as a happy

* Fritzsche.—Ed.
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thing. As to right and necessity, what is necessary is right.
If you let the land to co-operative societies you will have
competition. The increase comes principally through the
labour that has been added. The value of the land has in-
creased but that of labour has diminished. Everyone has
a right to depend upon the fruits of the soil produced by
himself. Ernest Jones said: when people ask for the land
they might as well ask the tiger to cast off its claws and
live peaceably with other animals, We will have to draw
the claws of the aristocracy before we get the land. Wheth-
er it is let or not, some portion of the produce will have to
be sacrificed for the management, or the distribution of
the produce.

Cit. Harris. The difference between necessity and right
appears to me much like the difference between a street
and a road. I am here of necessity and this gives me a
right to the land. If it is necessary to nationalise it, why
let it out to cultivate it. If on the other hand you entrust
the government with its cultivation, if you have a board
who sells the produce, you will have to pay for the labour
somehow, you have to pay officials and that must come out
of the produce. As a democrat I want as little as possible of
government. The enhancement of the value of land has
either been caused by additional labour or something else.
Competition is right if properly guided.

Cit. Applegarth. 1t is rather a late hour to talk of such
a large question. I think the discussion has drifted away
from the question. Before we dispute about letting or not
letting we ought to know how to get the land. We must
catch the hare before we cook it. Instead of discussing the
right and the necessity you ought to devise some practical
plan how to get the land. When we find that there is such
a stumbling-block between us and the land as the aristoc-
racy, our first duty is to remove that stumbling-block and
we must convince the people of the necessity of remov-
ing it.
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Eccarius. The natural right to the soil is the same today
as with the first family of human beings, but the social
necessity differs. As long as mankind could subsist on the
spontaneous products of nature, the land was enjoyed in
common. Even among shepherd tribes, where man has to
rear and guard the animals to supply his wants, the soil
is enjoyed in common, there is no distinction between one
part or another. But when land has to be cultivated to
obtain food, a necessity arises to devote certain portions
to particular purposes and this social necessity has led to
individual appropriations, to individual property. Indivi-
dual property has now become an obstacle to* further prog-
ress, there is a social necessity for its abolition. That the
direction of production and the distribution of the produce
will ultimately become a government function, I have no
doubt, but before that can come to pass, not only the aris-
tocracy, but the capitalists, and wages-labour must cease
to exist. Co-operative production is the beginning of the
change and the only available means** to bring about the
transformation.’ To end the discussion 1 propose that the
sense of the meeting be taken whether the resolution shall
be based on right or necessity and that it be left to the
Standing Committee to model it accordingly.

Cit. Milner replied and urged necessity of giving people
a clear idea of the change. The infancy of nations was
passed, we could not depend upon the chapter of accidents,
we must know what we were about.

The Chairman put the questions to vote when six hands
were held up in favour of each, upon which he gave the
casting vote in favour of social necessity.

B. LUCRAFT, Chairman
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary

* Here the word “producing” is crossed out in the MS.—Ed.
** Further the words ‘““at present” are crossed out.—Ed.
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MEETING OF THE COUNCIL*
July 2017

Members present: Bernard, Eccarius, Jung, Hales, Mrs.
Law, Lessner, Lucraft, Limburg, Marx, Milner, Ross,
Stepney, Townshend, Weston.

Cit. Lucraft in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

Cit. Marx announced the arrival of 25 thaler—£3 15s.—
from Leipzig for the Belgian sufferers.158

A letter from Marseilles contained applications of two
men to be admitted as members. The editor of the Courrier
de la Sarthe applied for powers to act as an agent of the
Association.

Mrs. Law reported from the Female Suffrage Association
that the question of the Ovalistes of Lyons could not be
officially entertained, but that she would have received
private donations had she been provided with a subscription
sheet. The Women’s Club in Union Street was willing to
collect subscriptions if a sheet was forwarded.

Cit. Marx opened the discussion on the question: The
Right to Inheritance. He said the question had been put
by the Alliance of Socialist Democrats of Geneva and the
Council had accepted it for discussion.** The Alliance of
Geneva demanded above all the entire abolition of the
Right to Inheritance. There were two forms of inheritance.
The testamentary right, or inheritance by will, had come
from Rome and had been peculiar to Rome. The father of
the Roman family had exercised absolute authority over
everything belonging to his household. The Roman family-
father must not be compared with the father of a family
of the present day. The Roman household had included

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 234-38 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.

** Further the word “because” is crossed out in the MS.—Ed.



slaves and clients whose affairs and interests* the head
had been obliged to defend and maintain in public. There
had been a superstition that when this man died his ghost
remained as a watch in the house to see that things were
done right or to torment if things were managed wrong. In
the early times of Rome people had sacrificed to this house-
god; even blood-feasts had been celebrated in his honour
and to appease his wrath.** By and by it had become
fashionable to compromise with this spirit by an heir-at-
will. It had been the Roman immortality of the soul.*** The
will of the deceased had been perpetuated by a testament,
but this testament had not necessarily brought a fortune
to the successor who inherited, but the will of the deceased
had been looked upon as a religious duty. In course of time
these heirs-at-will had laid claim to the fortune too, but
even in imperial time had never been allowed more than a
fourth by law.**** That pagan superstition had been trans-
mitted to Christian countries and***** was the foundation
of the right of will as at present existing in England and the
United States.

The German right to inheritance was the intestate right,
the family right, which treated an estate as a sort of co-
proprietorship of which the father of the family was the
manager. When this manager died the property fell to all
the children. The Germans had known of no other heredi-
tary rights; the Church of Rome had introduced the Roman
right and the feudal system had falsified the German right,

* The words “and interests” were inserted between the lines in
the MS.—Ed.

** The words “and to appease his wrath” were also inserted
later.—Ed.

*** This sentence was inserted later. The following words are
crossed out: “This contrivance had perpetuated.”—Ed.

**** The words “by law” were inserted later. The following words
are then crossed out: “Upon this superstition was the right of will
founded”.—Ed.

***s% The words “pagan” and “had been transmitted to Christian
countries and” were inserted later.—Ed.
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because feudal property bearing a military charge could
not have been divided. The French Revolution had returned
to the German right of inheritance. In England we had all
sorts of nonsensical things; the individual had the most ab-
solute right to will away his property, even to disinherit
his own offspring, and by this rule long after he had ceased
to exist.* This right of will might be left for the middle
class to deal with as it was a point which would work
against the aristocracy. In Prussia only a little of a man's
property could be willed away.

The working class who had nothing to inherit had no
interest in the question.

The Democratic Alliance was going to commence the
social revolution with the abolition of the right to inherit-
ance. He asked would it be policy to do so?

The proposition was not new. St. Simon had proposed
it in 1830.159

As an economical measure it would avail nothing. It
would cause so much irritation that it would be sure to
raise an almost insurmountable opposition which would
inevitably lead to reaction. If at the time of a revolution
it was proclaimed, he did not believe that the general state
of intelligence would warrant its being sustained. Besides,
if the working class had sufficient power to abolish the
right to inheritance, it would be powerful enough to pro-
ceed to expropriation which would be a much simpler and
more efficient process.

To abolish the right to the inheritance of land in England
would involve the hereditary functions connected with the
land, the House of Lords, etc., and 15,000 lords and 15,000
ladies would have to die before it became available. If,
on the contrary, a working men’s parliament decreed that
the rent should be paid into the treasury instead of to the

* Further the following sentence is crossed out: “It was what
kept the aristocracy in its present position and could be left to the
middle class.”—Ed.
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landlord, the Government would obtain a fund at once*
without any social disturbance, while by abolishing the
right to inheritance everything would be disturbed and
nothing got.

Our efforts must be directed to the end that no instru-
ments of production should be private property. The private
property in these things was a fiction, since the proprietors
could not use them themselves; they only gave them domin-
ion over them, by which they compelled other people to
work for them. In a semi-barbarous state this might have
been necessary, but it was no longer so. All the means of
labour must be socialised, so that every man had a right
and the means to exercise his labour power. If we had such
a state of things the right to inheritance would be of no use.
As long as we had not, the family right to inheritance could
not be abolished. The chief aim of people in saving for
their children was to ensure them the means of subsistence.
If a man’s children were provided for after his death he
would not care about leaving them wherewith to get a
living, but as long as this was not the case it would only
result in hardships, it would irritate and frighten people
and do no good. Instead of the beginning it could only be
the end of a social revolution. The beginning must be to get
the means to socialise the means of labour.

The testamentary right to inheritance was obnoxious to
the middle class; with this the state could safely interfere
any time. We had legacy-duties already, all we had to
do was to increase them and make them progressive, as
well as the income-tax, leaving the smaller amounts,
£50 for instance, free. Insofar only it was a working-class
question.

All that was connected with the present state of things
would have to be transformed, but if testaments were
suppressed they would be avoided by gifts during life,

* Further the words “by abolishing” are crossed out in the
MS.—Ed.
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therefore it would be better to tolerate them on certain
conditions than do worse. First the means for a transfor-
med state of things must be got, then the right would
disappear of itself.

Cit. Milner said it was but natural that people should
question the right of inheritance seeing that so many were
disinherited. Possession was nine points of the law, and
in all ages people had striven to get possession of things.
If all had the same right, there would be a family right
to divide, but if not, some would be dispossessed and others
would keep possession for ever. Had one man a right to
disinherit another? It led to dualism in the family. Posses-
sion led to dominion and dominion to slavery. Why did not
the trades unionists come here to express their ideas, we
wanted all opinions. Until we get something like a right to
raw material we would remain slaves. What else could
we do but to proclaim our right to the raw material.

The Chairman thought that Citizen Marx considered it
injudicious to proclaim this at the Congress and preferred
to propose levying a tax.

Cit. Marx replied: if the state had the power to appro-
priate the land, inheritance was gone. To declare the aboli-
tion of inheritance would be foolish. If a revolution
occurred, expropriation could be carried; if there was no
power to do that, the right to inheritance would not be
abolished.

Cit. Hales thought there was a great question involved
that had a painful influence upon society. There was a right
of disposal different from the right to inheritance, by which
a man could dispose in such a way of his property that it
became injurious to the living. We found land tied up, and
institutions tied up, every progress barred, should we or
not declare against this right of disposal? We ought to
declare that no man ought to have any right to dispose of
property after he was dead.

Cit. Jung said the question had first been mooted by
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a party that had sprung up at Geneva.* They had intended
to do something grand and had proclaimed this. He thought
it could only divert the working class from other questions.
He was not in favour of the right, but he was against
this question being used in a way that would do mischief.
He should like to see the same plan followed as at Geneva:
to have resolutions prepared to lay before the Congress.

Cit. Weston thought that Marx proposed to arrive at the
same result by sapping the inheritance little by little. The
rents from land were only about a fourth of the property,
if the other was left, it would be inconsequent. All transfer
of property which enabled people to live without work
ought to be condemned.

The Chairman said Cit. Weston was mistaken about Cit.
Marx proposing a roundabout way. Cit. Marx thought that
the present state of things would last a long time yet and
something ought to be got at once. If land became common
property, inheritance ceased at once.

Cit. Weston said: we had nationalised the telegraphs, but
not got rid of the power of people living on it.

A conversation arose as to desirability of submitting a
resolution before the discussion proceeded any further.

Cit. Marx consented to furnish one at the next meeting.**

The debate was then adjourned to Tuesday, July 17.

B. LUCRAFT
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL***
July 27
Members present: Cohn, Dupont, Eccarius, Jung, Apple-
garth, Mrs. Law, Limburg, Marx, Maurice, Milner, Lucraft,
Stepney, Harris, Weston.
* Alliance of Socialist Democracy.—Ed.
** See pp. 137, 322-24 of the present volume.—Ed.

*** The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 238-39 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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Cit. Lucraft in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

An appeal urging once more the necessity of making
the Birmingham Labour Congress!6® a success was received
and ordered to stand over.

Letters were read from Citizen Walton on the land ques-
tion,16! from Miss Phipson of Basingstoke to become a
member, and [from] the Curriers’ Society that they could
not contribute to the Congress fund.*

A letter from Cit. Varlin of Paris was read stating that
the engineers were going to send two delegates to the
Congress, the bronze-workers one, the shoemakers one, the
bookbinders and others were debating the desirability of
being represented. The members were more than ever sub-
jected to police annoyances.

Cit. Dupont was instructed to remind Varlin that, accord-
ing to the Rules, no society could be represented at the
Congress that had paid no contributions.

A letter from Marseilles stated that no answer had been
received to the last [letter]. Wanted to know how adhesions
could be ratified as the Congress was drawing near. All
was going on well, a meeting had been held which had led
to the federation of some trade societies. Required more
frequent communications.

Cit. Dupont stated that a reaction was taking place in
France in favour of the Association, but if men joining had
to write to London it would become expensive. If the Coun-
cil send cards the police would confiscate them; the best
thing would be to appoint correspondents and empower
the French to print their own cards.

Cit. Marx stated that the Socialist Democratic Alliance
of Geneva had complied with the request of the Council2;
he therefore proposed that they be admitted.

* This sentence was inserted later.—Ed.
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Eccarius seconded the proposition which was unanimous-
ly carried and the General Secretary instructed to com-
municate the decision to the Secretary of the Alliance.

Cit. Cohn stated that his society* could not send a
delegate to the Congress. Their expenditure had exceeded
their income by £700 within the last 18 months, but a pro-
position would be submitted to the next meeting to con-
tribute to the Congress expense.

Mrs. Law handed £2 4s. 6d. to the French Secretary for
the Ovalistes of Lyons and observed that ladies did not like
identifying themselves with strikes.

It was then agreed to suspend the order of the day!63 to
consider Cit. Dupont’s proposition which ended in a resolu-
tion: That Dupont empower his correspondents to make
adherents, that cards be forwarded by private opportuni-
ties until the meeting of the Congress, and that the question
be submitted to the Congress for consideration and deci-
sion.

H. JUNG, Chairman
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL**

August 3rdi

Members present: Eccarius, Harris, Jung, Mrs. Law,
Lessner, Marx, Maurice, Milner, Ross, Stepney, Townshend,
Weston.

Cit. Jung in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

A letter was read from Mr. Le Lubez demanding the
payment of a bill sent in some years ago.

* London Cigar-Makers’ Association.—Ed.

** The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 239-40 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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The question was ordered to stand over till the next
meeting.

Mr. Cottam, in a note, demanded the balance due to
him for the cards by the 4[th] of August.

The Secretary was instructed to remind Cottam that
the delay in completing the cards was the reason why he
had not been paid in full on delivery and that that delay
was also preventing the Council from disposing of the
cards this year.

After some observations as to the possibility of raising
money immediately it was agreed that the Continental sec-
retaries should forward the following resolution to their
correspondents. Resolved: “That the sections and branches
of this Association who have not yet paid their contribu-
tions to the Council be reminded to do so before the meet-
ing of the Congress,* the more so as according to §8 of
the Regulations!65 no delegates of sections or branches who
have not paid their contributions can be admitted to the
Congress, and the Congress of Brussels had resolved that
the rule shall be enforced.”

The secretaries were further instructed to accompany the
resolution by explanatory letters as to the state of the
finances of the Council.

A letter from Geneva was read by Cit. Jung in which the
Geneva Committee complained that for the second time
within a year their place of meeting was taken away on
account of the property being put up for sale, and if the
Council would issue a circular advising the branches to
grant them loans, they might be able to purchase the build-
ing in which they now met and which was the meeting
[place] of all the societies belonging to the International.

Cit. Jung was instructed to reply that the Council did
not deem it advisable to issue such a circular at present.166

* The words “before the meeting of the Congress” were inserted
later.—Ed.
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Cit. Marx announced that in consequence of splits in the
old parties in Germany a congress of working men had been
convened to meet on the 7th [of August] at Eisenach where
a regeneration was to be effected without any sectarian
differences and the position towards the International As-
sociation defined.16? Ph. Becker of Geneva had published
a programme proposing the Geneva Committee as the Cen-
tral one for the German language,!68 upon which the men
of Leipzig had appealed how to act. He had replied that the
Council did not deal with languages but with nationalities,
for that reason there were secretaries for Germany, Swit-
zerland, France, etc.

Cit. Marx then read the text of a statement consisting
of 5 points to be given as reasons against the abolition of
the right to inheritance.

Cit. Milner thought it was rather an essay than a reso-
lution.

Cit. Marx thought it was better to give the reasons and
a resolution.

Upon the proposition of Eccarius, seconded by Weston,
it was agreed that the text be accepted* and the discussion
closed.

Cit. Marx remarked that the Basle Committee had added
a new proposition on what they called in Switzerland
“direct legislation”.169

Upon the proposition of Cit. Marx, seconded by Lessner,
it was agreed that the Education question take precedence
of the Credit question and that the Education question be
discussed in the next meeting.

It was further agreed that three extra meetings be held
Saturdays commencing Saturday, August 14, when the dis-
cussion of the Credit question should commence, and that
the Saturdays’ meetings be entirely devoted to the

* See pp. 322-24 of the present volume.—Ed.
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discussion of the Congress questions; chair to be taken
at eight o’clock precisely.

Eight shillings were received from the West End Boot-
closers to the Congress fund.

B. LUCRAFT, Chairman
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary

COUNCIL MEETING*

August 10170

Members present: Boon, Eccarius, Hales, Harris, Jung,
Mrs. Law, Lessner, Lucraft, Marx, Milner, Townshend,
Weston.

Cit. Lucraft in the chair.

A letter was received from Mr. Cottam expressing a
reluctant submission to be paid when money comes in.**

Cit. Jung stated that a section of the Association had
been formed at Trieste.174

Several letters were read from Lyons announcing the
successful termination of the recent strikes and that the
formation of trade societies on the English model was pro-
gressing. The Marble-Cutters, Hatters, Cabinet-Makers
were debating the question of joining and sending delegates
to Basle. The officials of the various societies that have
joined the International Association have been summoned
before [the] prefect of*** the police. The receipt of 100
cards was acknowledged, but stated that they could not be
used at present as they would furnish matter for incrimi-
nation.

Respecting the affair at St. Etienne it was remarked that
the Chief Engineer of the mines had distributed the brandy,

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 241-43 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.

** See p. 136 of the present volume.—Ed.
*** The words ‘“‘prefect of” were inserted later.—Ed.
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that the soldiers employed against the miners had received
a franc a day from the companies, and that 72 men, as in-
nocent as any one else, were awaiting their trial.

Declarations of adhesion were received from the Up-
holsterers’ Society of Lyons, 200 from the Ovalistes of St.
Symphorien d’Ozon (Isére), and an announcement that the
adhesion of the Ovalistes of Lyons had been received.

Contributions were received: from individual members
of Lyons 20 fr., Ovalistes on account 30 fr., Upholsterers
20 fr.

Cit. Richard alluded to some differences existing between
him and some other Lyons members whom he designated
as middle-class ment?2 and who were going to form an in-
dictment against Richard to get him into the hands of
the police. Thinks they ought to be excluded from the
Congress.

A letter from Marseilles was received stating that two
societies had been formed which would join and send dele-
gates to the Congress. With right of meeting half a dozen
might be sent. Wanted to know how affiliations were to be
effected and desired credentials.

Cit. Marx proposed and Jung seconded that the female
president Philoméne Rozan, of the Lyons Ovalistes, receive
special credentials. Agreed.

Cit. Marx read a very amusing article from the Interna-
tional, the London organ of the French police, in which it
was said that the Association enjoyed a universal dictator-
ship, that it was now occupied in filling its cash-box and as
soon as that was accomplished it would decree its laws.173

Cit. Weston stated that he had made inquiries respecting
the prices of marble-work; the Belgian prices of chimney-
pieces were in no case below the English, but in one case
two pounds above.*

Upon the proposition of Cit. Marx the Secretary was

* See p. 118 of the present volume.—Ed.
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directed to prepare the balance-sheet and Citizens Weston
and Milner were appointed auditors.*

The education question came then on for discussion.

Cit. Eccarius read so much of the Geneva resolutions as
referred to the training and education of children and
adolescents** and proposed that it be adhered to as what
was to be taught. This would limit the question to deter-
mine whose business it was to look after the education and
who would provide the means. As there was a difficulty
in raising a large amount of taxes there were no other
means but to take it out of the standing army and the es-
tablished church. The reason why the two last congresses
had come to no resolution was because many, particularly
the French, objected to entrust the matter to the state.

Cit. Harris read an article from an American paper con-
taining some remarks on the education question which
agreed with the Geneva resolution.

Cit. Marx said there was a peculiar difficulty connected
with this question. On the one hand a change of social cir-
cumstances was required to establish a proper system of
education, on the other hand a proper system of education
was required to bring about a change of social circum-
stances, we must therefore commence where we were.

The question treated at the congresses was whether
education was to be national or private.174 National educa-
tion had been looked upon as governmental, but that was
not necessarily the case. In Massachusetts every township
was bound to provide schools for primary education for all
the children. In towns of more than 5,000 inhabitants higher
schools for technical education had to be provided, in larg-
er towns still higher. The state contributed something
but not much. In Massachusetts one-eighth of the local
taxes went for education, in New York one-fifth. The school

* Here the words “on the education question being submitted”
are crossed out in the Minute Book.—Ed.
** See pp. 287-89 of the present volume.—Ed.
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committees who administered the schools were local, they
appointed the schoolmasters and selected the books. The
fault of the American system was that it was too much
localised, the education given depended upon the state of
culture prevailing in each district. There was a cry for
a central supervision. The taxation for schools was com-
pulsory, but the attendance of children was not. Property
had to pay the taxes and the people who paid the taxes
wanted that the money was usefully applied. Education
might be national without being governmental. Government
might appoint inspectors whose duty it was to see that the
laws were obeyed, just as the factory inspectors looked
after the observance of the factory acts, without any power
of interfering with the course of education itself.

The Congress might without hesitation adopt that educa-
tion was to be compulsory. As to children being prevented
from working, one thing was certain: it would not reduce
wages and people would get used to it.

The Proudhonists maintained that gratuitous education
was nonsense, because the state had to pay for it; of course
somebody had to pay, but not those who could least afford
it. Was not in favour of gratuitous college education.

As Prussian education had been talked so much of he
would conclude by observing that the Prussian system was
only calculated to make good soldiers.

Cit. Milner thought in any scheme of education the con-
sent of all classes was required, but the working class
ought to insist that with production the children ought
to learn the laws that regulate the value of the produce of
their labour.

Cit. Harris seconded that this should be taken note of.

Cit. Jung moved the adjournment of the debate;
agreed to.

B. LUCRAFT
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary
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COUNCIL MEETING*
August 1717

Members present: Eccarius, Dupont, Jung, Harris, Les-
sner, Mrs. Law, Lucraft, Marx, Milner, Zabicki, Limburg.

Cit. Lucraft in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

A letter was read from Barcelona stating that the sec-
tion was small in number, but of good quality; would be
represented at Basle.176

A letter from the Sunday League reminded the Council
of the fact that it was in arrears of rent.177

The Treasurer** was authorised to pay [for] two months.

A letter from Vienna applied for cards!’; the Secretary
for Germany*** was instructed to inquire how many were
wanted and forward them.

Cit. Dupont had received the money owed by the Bronze-
Workers of Paris to London trade societies.

Citizens Jung, Dupont, Lucraft were appointed to wait
on the societies, to return the money and apply for con-
tributions to the Congress.

A letter was read from Rouen stating that the contri-
butions would be paid at Basle and that delegates would
come from Paris, Roubaix, etc.

The Secretary announced that he had received news of
the sudden death of the P[resident]**** of N.L.U., he*****
was instructed to send an address of sympathy to the
members of the National Labour Union of the United
States.1”8

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 244-46 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
** Stepney.—Ed.
*** Marx.—Ed.
**** William Sylvis.—Ed.
**+#s The words “announced that he had received news of the
sudden death of the P. of N.L.U., he” were inserted later—Ed.
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A letter from Lyons stated that the delegates to the
Congress would pay the contributions.

Cit. Jung stated that he had attended the Carpenters’
Council and thought they would send a delegate to the
Congress. 180

Cit. Zabicki mentioned that the building operatives of
Posen (Polish) had gained their first strike; they had been
assisted by the men of Berlin.18t

Cit. Lucraft detailed a conversation he had had with
the Secretary of the Peace Society. A tract in three lan-
guages will be distributed at the Congress.

Cit. Marx was against having anything to do with peace
societies. The Brussels Congress had declared against the
Swiss Peace Society*; the English Peace Society was
against the working man.

Cit. Reclus stated at the Paris Peace Congress there had
been persons of all denominations.

Cit. Lucraft stated he had seen in the newspaper-bills
that there had been a fight between English and Belgian
workmen, was in favour of interfering if it was anything
serious.

Cit. Marx approved if the Council had the power to do so.

Cit. Jung resumed the discussion on the education. He
said [he] had little to say. He differed from some of the
remarks that had been made. We could not wait till class
distinctions disappeared and must therefore be content
with a plan that would have the consent of other classes.
In America and Switzerland education was national and
compulsory. Abel Smith proved that the commerce of
Switzerland was larger in proportion to population than
that of England; this showed some claims in favour of com-
pulsory education. Primary education ought [to] be gratui-
tous, the higher would not come to the work-people. Com-
pulsory primary education might be established all over the

* See pp. 297-98 of the present volume.—Ed.
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world. He disagreed with Cit. Milner. Who should give the
education to instruct children as to the value of labour?
There was a great difference of opinion as to what that
value consisted of. Reading, writing and bodily exercise
would enable people tu judge for themselves. Standing
armies would disappear if everybody was drilled. As to
the means, the property of the Church might be devoted to
education. He was opposed to any kind of theories being
introduced into the schools. He should like to know what
Cit. Milner meant.

Cit. Milner said he was not going into a question that
had been so much discussed. He simply urged that the
Association should not lose sight of the question of value
and distribution. He hoped Jung would withdraw the
remark that we were not agreed what the value of labour
was. Should we confess that we know nothing of the ques-
tion? America was full of it. Primary education had not
enabled the work-people to understand the question, the
middle class and the aristocracy would not enlighten them,
if we would not do so, we better give it up. He had no cate-
chism or else he would propose it. The children’s minds
must be imbued with it, but he only asked that a few re-
marks be made about it in our statement.

Cit. Jung confessed his ignorance. The economists dif-
fered so much on the question that no one knew who was
right. Cit. Milner assumed that the people at present must
have had primary education, but that was not so. He
wanted it compulsory, that children should learn to read
and write.

Cit. Harris seconded Cit. Milner’s views and wished to
have primary education defined. He had endeavoured to
teach children grammar and algebra and had been suspend-
ed for going too far and on that account unfitted to be a
schoolmaster. The agricultural labourer knew nothing of
the value of his labour. He had a hundred and twenty
children under him, but they had been taken away to work
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in the fields, the poor could not afford to have their chil-
dren educated. In America compulsory education had made
the people more grasping for money, in Switzerland it had
stopped the men from selling themselves to fight for the
tyrants of Europe, and in Prussia it gave instruction to
murder. Unless education could be forced to higher stand-
ard than at present it was [of] no use. All our universities
and colleges with the exception of the London University
were bad, though they were places of education; the Uni-
versity of London!82 was a living protest against them, and
Emerson had said we must know all the relations of life
before we could educate.

Mrs. Law understood by education everything that would
improve a human being. The working classes had to main-
tain all kinds of educational establishments, but derived no
benefits from them. The property of the Church must be
secularised and devoted to schools. We wanted fewer par-
sons and more schoolmasters.* The Law Times prophesied
that the Established Church would not last another ten
years, it was therefore time to stir in the matter. The dis-
senters would be on our side and it would induce the clergy
of the Established Church to bestir themselves to find the
means. Pope said the proper study of man was mankind.
Milner wanted us to study what kind of a man a labourer
was. Cit. Milner preferred that children should be taught
what their labour was worth and how to get it. If they had
been taught, they would not work so many hours. She
proposed that the Church funds should be devoted to edu-
cation as a part of our demand.

Cit. Reclus said it would be bad if the Council did not
speak for equal education. We did not want a part of our
rights, but the whole of them. We wanted to know the
truth in all questions; our education must be as complete
as possible, not only for the child of the working man, but
for the rich. It might be objected we had not the means;

* This sentence was inserted later.—Ed.

10-597
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we had the Church, the Army, the Navy representing an
annual fund of £60,000,000 in France; all that would do
better service if devoted to education than at present. If
we had not the means to teach all, let us teach the best.
Primary education must go on to an advanced age, and by
a proper system of* examination the best should be selected
and advanced to the highest degrees at the expense of the
State. The State must give equal facilities to all males and
females.

Cit. Eccarius observed that the value of labour was esti-
mated differently by the two great classes of society. At
present our opponents ruled the state, hence they had the
power of enforcing their views of what was right; when
the turn of the working men came, they would enforce
theirs and make it right.

Cit.** could not accept that the value of labour was an
accident. An hour’s labour of one man was an equivalent for
an hour’s labour of another man, that must be impressed
upon the rising generation. Warren in America had shown
what equitable commerce was.

Cit. Lucraft thought we ought to have a resolution. We
ought to endeavour to do something practical. If we waited
till the Church was disestablished we might have to wait
a long time without education. Those who had capacity
ought to be advanced; the only country in which that was
at present the case was Turkey. There, if a boy showed
capacity, no matter who he was, he was pushed on. Was
not for restricting the demand to low primary education.
Was for compulsory, general and gratuitous education and
the best talents to rise. According to Cit. Harris, the
Americans knew the value of labour, that made them grasp-
ing for money. We should shape our demands and leave
to the rulers to find the means.

Cit. Marx said: upon certain points we were unanimous.

* Here the word “education” is crossed out in the MS.—Ed.
** No name in the Minute Book.—Ed.
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The discussion had started with the proposition to reaf-
firm the Geneva resolution which demanded that mental
education should be combined with bodily labour, with
gymnastics and technological training; nothing had been
said against that.

The technological training advocated by proletarian writ-
ers was meant to compensate for the deficiencies occa-
sioned by the division [of] labour which prevented appren-
tices from acquiring a thorough knowledge of their
business. This had been taken hold of and misconstructed
into what the middle class understood by technical educa-
tion.

As to Mrs. Law’s Church budget* it would be good
policy for the Congress to declare against the Church.

Cit. Milner’s proposition** was not suitable to be intro-
duced in connection with the schools; it was a kind of
education that the young must get from the adults in the
everyday struggle of life. He could not accept Warren as
a bible, it was a question upon which few could agree.
We might add that such education cannot be given at
school, but must be given by adults.

Nothing could be introduced either in primary or higher
schools that admitted of party and class interpretation.
Only subjects such as the physical sciences, grammar, etc.,
were fit matter for schools. The rules of grammar, for
instance, could not differ, whether explained by a religious
Tory or a free thinker. Subjects that admitted of different
conclusions must be excluded and left for the adults to such
teachers as Mrs. Law, who gave instruction in religion.18

The abolition of the army had been resolved by the
Brussels Congress.***

It was not advisable to bring it on again,****

* See p. 145 of the present volume.—Ed.

** See p. 141 of the present volume.—Ed.

*** See p. 297 of the present volume.—Ed.
*+*¥* The Minutes break off here. Unsigned.—Ed.

10*
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MEETING OF THE COUNCIL*

August 24

Members present: Dupont, Eccarius, Cohn, Hales, Harris,
Jung, Townshend, Lessner, Lafargue, Marx, Weston,
Lucraft.

Cit. Lucraft in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

The Secretary announced that he had received a letter
from a land reformer in America promising to send a
paper to the Congress.

A letter from Barcelona announced that a delegate
would be sent by the section to the Congress.

Cit. Harris gave an account of an interview with
Mr. Trolop respecting the Belgian marble works, that they
had been found cheap, and Walker, of Salisbury Street,
Portman Market, would be the right man to apply to.

It was unanimously agreed that Cit. Marx draw up the
annual report.**

Cit. Harris proposed that the discussion of the pro-
gramme be proceeded with; seconded by Citizen Milner.

Cit. Hales proposed as an amendment that the Congress
delegates be appointed; seconded by Lessner. The amend-
ment carried by 7 against 4.184

The Treasurer*** was then appealed to to give an ac-
count of the money in hand.

The money in hand amounted to £13 10s. He had repaid
the Bronze-Workers’ loan to the Bookbinders**** who he
expected would give something to the Congress. He was
going to wait on the Bricklayers’ Executive who might give

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 247-48 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.

** See pp. 326-42 of the present volume.—Ed.
*** Stepney.—Ed.
*#3x See p. 142 of the present volume.—Ed.



MEETING OF AUGUST 24 149

something of the £10 which was originally voted as a gift,
and the Cordwainers’ Executive might give the whole of
the £5 they had to receive. There were besides £2 at
Marseilles that might be had if required.

Cit. Milner thought we ought to try and get volunteers
who paid their own expense and use the money to pay our
debts.

Cit. Marx was for sending delegates with the money we
had.185

Upon the question as to the amount of money to be
given to each delegate, 6 voted for £10 and 5 for £12 with
the proviso that if only one be sent he receive £12.

The ballot gave Jung 11 votes; Eccarius 11; Apple-
garth 7; Milner 6*; Cohn 6; Lucraft 5. A second ballot
between Jung and Eccarius gave: Eccarius 9, Jung 2;
between Cohn and Milner: Milner 7, Cohn 4. It was then
agreed that credentials should be furnished to Council
members who** had been nominated if they would go
at their own expense.

Cit. Harris then opened the debate on the Credit ques-
tion by reading a statement upon it and asserting that
credit was as good a natural right to him as the land. If
he could not issue his paper he had no credit.

The Chairman read the question on the programme***
and desired those who spoke to keep to the question.

Cit. Weston said when the workmen were ready to
20s. worth of labour as security for 15s. worth of credit,
there would be no difficulty of obtaining it. The capitalist
must have something to compensate him for the risk, but
he did not mean him to appropriate the 5s. only to hold
as security. A moderate fixed interest must be allowed.

* Further the words “Lucraft 6” are crossed out in the MS.—Ed.
** Further the words “might choose” are crossed out.—Ed.
*** See p. 114 of the present volume.—Ed.
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If working men would lend each other money on such
securities, co-operation might go on. Rise of wages and
strikes would remedy the evils under which the working
class was suffering,18 and co-operation could not be
carried out without credit.

Cit. Hales said we might go on for a month on the
general question, but the question before us was a practical
one. Labour-banks where trade and other societies could
invest their money to be lent to other working men'’s
societies was the only means to utilise credit immediately.

Upon the proposition of Cit. Milner the discussion was
adjourned to Tuesday, August 31.

B. LUCRAFT
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, General Secretary

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL*

August 31187

Members present: Boon, Cohn, Dupont, Eccarius, Hales,
Harris, Jung, Mrs. Law, Lessner, Lucraft, Lafargue, Mau-
rice, Odger, Stepney, Townshend, Applegarth, Milner.

Cit. Lucraft in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

The Secretary announced that he had received a paper
on the land question from New York by Commerford. He
also received £1 from the Alliance Cabinet-Makers towards
the Congress fund and a cheque for £10 from Cowell
Stepney: £5 to the Congress fund and £5 towards printing
the report of the Congress.

Cit. Jung stated that the Bricklayers’ Executive had
granted £5 to the Congress fund. The Hatters’ Executive

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 248-51 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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could not vote any money and he had not considered it
advisable to send an appeal to the trade, but the question
of joining would be entertained immediately after the
Congress, when a statement would have to be sent.

Cit. Lafargue stated that on account of illness Cit. Marx
had not yet finished the report.188

It was agreed that a special meeting be held on Wednes-
day to hear the report.

Cit. Hales announced that the following resolution had
been passed by the Trade Union Congress at Birmingham*:

[The] following resolution, proposed by Mr. Cremer, seconded
by Mr. Largan, was passed:

That as local organisations of labour have almost disappeared
before organisations of a national character, so we believe the
extension of the principle of free trade, which induces between nations
such a competition that the interest of the workman is liable to be
lost sight of and sacrificed in the fierce international race between
capitalists, demands that such organisations should be still further
extended and made international. And as the International Working
Men’s Association endeavours to consolidate and extend the interests
of the working masses, which are everywhere identical, this Congress
heartily recommends that Association to the support of the working
men of the United Kingdom, especially of all organised bodies, and
strongly urges them to become affiliated to that body.**!&

Cit. Jung stated with reference to the money in hand
that he had £15; the Secretary stated he had between £7
and 8 exclusive of the £5 for the Congress reports. The
liabilities of the Council were £17 5s.

It was agreed that the money that might come in till
Friday night be devoted to defray the expense of delegates
to the Congress.

The delegates were instructed to press the financial
question seriously upon the Congress.

Cit. Milner then resumed the discussion of the Credit
question. He was sorry the question came on when we were

* Here a clipping from the newspaper report is pasted into the
Minute Book.—Ed.
** The newspaper clipping ends here.—Ed.
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in no mood to go into it properly. Then there was the Trade
Union question to be discussed. He did not feel that he had
done his duty respecting this Credit question, but it was
no fault of his, he had had no opportunity. Robert Owen
had spent a fortune to raise the working class. Assuming
that government was willing to assist how could it do so?
If government aid was given other classes would be down
upon it. The reformed parliament!¥ had done nothing.
Walton said that government aid would not interfere with
the monetary arrangements [of] the country, but it would.
Some time ago when there had been an influx of gold,
public creditors had cried out that they must reconsider
their position. Could anything be started to inspire the
working classes with sufficient confidence [to] do some-
thing for themselves? Some were employed at decent wages
part of their [time, and] other times they had to work
cheap to accumulate stock which was sold at high prices
when trade was brisk. Could not this state of things be
mitigated? Unless something was [done], the machine
would bring all to a low level. If each trade would set
something apart to employ their surplus-hands, something
might be done. Trades Unions [strive] for high wages or
else refuse work. They ought to try to bring mutual
exchanges [of] the products of labour about. If men could
get advances on their labour, something might be done.
Co-operation had only produced a new class of money-
makers. The societies ought to take the matter up. By
making advances to their unemployed members they might
raise [wages]. Each trade should affix a stamp to the
articles to warrant their genuineness. Their dealings must
be based on honesty and equity, something new in trade.
Hitherto working men had only striven for high wages,
they ought to strive to emancipate themselves from the
wages-system. If a man sent an article to a society it
might add something on it. This could be done by labour
notes which might in time become the current coin of
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the realm. The Organisation of the International ought to
be made use of to spread the idea.

The Chairman: this is a proposition that trade unions
should advance money to their unemployed members to
set them to work.

Cit. Cohn said it was a great question that involved
so much that it was difficult to deal with it in so short
a time. The credit could only be extended to the extent
of the capital possessed by the working class and that
was confined to such as were organised. Individual work-
ing men had no capital. The capital of societies was
invested in banks and stocks. He had proposed to his
society* to use part of their money for productive
purposes; more than 250 had voted** for it. The goods
they produced were not consumed by workmen; the
question then was: would those who were consumers deal
with them? A central bank ought to be established in
which societies could deposit their money and where they
could get advances upon it.

Cit. Harris said to talk of free trade under the present
money system was as silly as to talk of free labour in
a state of bondage. The question was not to trust the
mechanic with his own money, but to abolish the money
power that fattened upon other people’s labour.

Cit. Boon said Cohn seemed to be under the impression
that only men who had deposits could have credit, they
had capital and did not use it. What was wanted was that:
if a man deposited his labour [he ought] to get a value
for it, something that [he] could go on with. If the pro-
ducers could immediately realise [their commodities], they
would [be] free of the capitalists. People have no idea
of the value of their work. An hour’s work of the dustman
is worth an hour of any other man’s labour. At present

* London Cigar-Makers’ Association.—Ed.
** Further the words ‘“‘against it” are crossed out in the MS.—Ed.
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some received £1 a week, others only 15s., and they
talked about equivalents! So long as men were not able
to exchange labour for labour, so long they would not be
free. A man who made chairs could place them in some
central [store] where he would get a note of the full
value which he would exchange for something else he
wanted instead of hawking about and selling for less than
the material costs. Shopkeeping was immoral. The pro-
ducers [of] wealth were looked upon as inferior to the
sellers.

Mrs. Law wanted to look at the difficulty. Cohn said
they might take the capital to employ their members, but
they could not dispose of the goods when produced. If
the purchasing power could not be increased they could
not get on under the competitive system. If there were
a demand for the goods they could produce, capital would
find it out, they wouldn’t be idle; their idleness was proof
that there was no demand. Boon treated the question as a
moral question, but his proposition was communism. He
wanted to make everybody independent of everybody;
she preferred all depending upon one another. A man who
took chairs to a store and claimed the full value as a
right, might get value for work that is not worth anything.
Unless there was a market for the chairs the store might
be choked with them [till]] they were worthless. To have
such a store we must [have] a power that regulated what
should be produced, we must have communism as Robert
Owen wanted it. The purchasing power could not be
increased without increasing the raw material to work
with. In a state of communism the directing power would
know what was required and the labour would be dis-
tributed accordingly. Under no other form could the right
to labour and the value of labour be guaranteed, it could
not be done under the competitive system; she was in
favour of communism.

Cit. Hales and Cohn seconded the following resolution:
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That the General Council recommend the establishment
of Labour Banks in conjunction with Labour Exchanges
so that the Capital already in the possession of the working
classes may be immediately utilised for their own benefit.

Cit. Odger did not consider it right to pass a resolution
without further discussion; he therefore moved the
adjournment of the debate.

Cit. Odger proposed and Hales seconded that Messrs.
Latham and Lambord be nominated as members.

A. C. CAMERON, Chairman*

* Cameron chaired the meeting on September 14 at which these
Minutes were approved.—Ed.



MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS
OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL
OF THE
INTERNATIONAL WORKING MEN’S ASSOCIATION
FROM THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 1869

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL*

September 14191

Members present: Applegarth, Boon, Cohn, Dupont,
Eccarius, Fraser, Hales, Harris, Jung, Lafargue, Lessner,
Lucraft, Maurice, Milner, Odger, Weston. Mr. Cameron
of Chicago, the delegate of the National Labour Union,
United States, was also present.

Mr. Cameron was unanimously elected to take the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

Eccarius proposed that the correspondence be postponed
and the reports of the Congress delegates heard; agreed.

The Chairman then called upon Citizen Jung who said:
My account will be short. We arrived on Saturday night
and were received by men waiting for us at the station.
On Sunday morning a preliminary meeting was held at
which a committee for the examination of credentials was
appointed. Some wanted to open the Congress on that
day but it was overruled. In the afternoon we walked
outside the town in procession headed by flags and music
and followed by the trade societies of Basle and neigh-

* These Minutes open the third Minute Book of the General
Council. They are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 1-5.—Ed.
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bourhood. A public welcome was given to the delegates
in a large beer-garden where several speeches were deliv-
ered, after which we returned. On Monday morning the
credentials of upwards of sixty delegates were verified,
after which the President of the Basle section* made the
opening speech and then the election of officers was pro-
ceeded. I was elected president. The number of delegates
was large and mostly real representative men. The repre-
sentation was somewhat better than usual, particularly as
we had an American delegate. Some may think that but
little was done, because only three questions were disposed
of. Our sittings were from 9 to 12 in the morning and
from 2 to 6 in the afternoon. After Wednesday we had
evening sittings from 8 to 11. A good deal of time was
spent in drawing up Regulationsi9?2 which will save time
at future Congresses. The arrangements for receiving and
housing the delegates and for the meeting of the Congress
were all in good order. Great progress has been made since
the Geneva Congress.19 In Geneva the Germans sat in
one corner, the French in another, and the delegates
addressed each other as Frenchmen and Germans. There
was nothing of that at Basle. The press was well repre-
sented. Not only the Paris papers had reporters there, but
provincial papers as well. How they have spoken about
us you know better than I do. The Paris societies were
largely represented. Since the imprisonment of the Paris
Committee great eagerness has been displayed among the
workmen of Paris to join the Association. When the dele-
gates were questioned about the contributions they stated
there was great difficulty to collect money. If the Inter-
national was mentioned at any of their meetings the
meeting was at once dissolved. I asked them how they
managed to collect money to send delegates; they said
they went round to the shops, and then I told them they

* Bruhin.—Ed.
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might do the same to collect money for the Council. They
promised to pay in future. The most important vote was
that on the land question.1% Last year there were 34 for,
6 against, and 23 abstained; this year 54 for, 4 against,
and 13 abstained. No new argument has been advanced.

On our return we had a pleasant evening at Paris. The
Lithographic Printers’ Society gave us an entertainment
at their co-operative establishment. Most of the men of
Paris are in favour of common property in land. The
delegates who voted against do not represent the real
opinion. Murat would not have been elected but for the
fact that he has suffered imprisonment for the Associa-
tion. Tolain had to get credentials from the Bakers of
Marseilles and Chemalé seemed rather chap-fallen. On the
credit question he remarked that with common property
credit would not be needed.

Applegarth said: 1 can only say ditto to what I have
heard. I was on the Trade Union Commission but could
not make myself heard. I should have liked to show what
could be done with trades unions. I drew up some resolu-
tions but the time was too short to go into them.19 It
gave me great joy to have an American delegate present.
The great question was that of the land. It is rather amus-
ing that the Times takes credit for our good sense and
hopes that we voted against it.1% The speeches reported
in its own columns lead to the opposite conclusion. I regret
that the education question was not dealt with. I hope
the presence of an American delegate will lead to a sub-
stantial union and affiliation between the American work-
ing class and us. When I heard that Eccarius had written
to several papers about receiving reports and got no
answer I sent to the Sheffield Independent* which has
published what I sent.197 From what I have read the tone
of the speakers was better than at former Congresses.

Lucraft said: I am not so well pleased as Jung, there
We‘fﬁeld and Rotherham Independent.—Ed.
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was much time lost. The Council ought to draw up
resolutions on the different questions. Three days were
wasted on the preliminaries and reports. I felt vexed at
it, but I was pleased with the way in which the delegates
submitted to the President. Jung forgot to tell that we had
a banquet of co-operators at Paris. We sat about 50 on
each side of a long table on the premises of the litho-
graphic printers. A strike has brought [them] to try to
work for themselves and they have succeeded. When I
consider all, perhaps I am as much pleased with the Con-
gress as others.

Applegarth: at future Congresses we must supply our
secretaries with proper minute books, and we must have
translators for the resolutions who have nothing else to
do. After the Congress was over I went to Zurich and I
have learnt more there what can be accomplished with
limited means in education and co-operation than out of
all the Blue Books.

Lessner said there were evening meetings outside the
Congress where speeches were made every night. Eccarius
gave a lecturei® and I and others spoke; a great deal of
propaganda was made there. The long reports are done
away with and a good many other things. I am in favour
of the Council preparing the resolutions, and we must
have people who are not delegates to translate and take
down the speeches and we must pay them for it.

Eccarius said: we have tried in vain at former Con-
gresses to get rid of long reports and papers readings; the
thing has worked its own cure: those who formerly
objected have now made arrangements to do away with
it and we will get rid of the commissions too. I have only
to add that the evening meetings as well as the Congress
itself have exercised a great moral influence. After the
other delegates had left I found that the Café National
was the favourite resort of the Basle mill-owners who
wanted to exterminate the Association nine months ago.
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They have listened to all we had to say and I have no
doubt that they are by this convinced that we are not
easily got rid of. What concerns us most is [that] the
Council has been re-elected.*

Jung said: there was nothing like the confusion I have
seen at former Congresses. There were people who trans-
lated the resolutions. If the General Council translates
them it will not have to be done at the Congress.

Applegarth: my desire is to relieve other people, who
have something else to attend to, of the trouble.

The Chairman was then requested to speak. He said:
I will not inflict a speech. My presence here is evidence
that we desire a closer union with you. There are but two
classes in society: the robbers and the robbed. Those
who labour longest frequently get but a pauper’s grave;
those who do nothing get everything. We have cut our-
selves loose from old party ties to put a stop to class
legislation; we mean to legislate for the whole people. We
have an aristocracy of wealth, you have one of birth, ours
is the worst of the two. I should like you to devise some
plan to regulate emigration, so that trade unionists leaving
here would at once join our ranks and make common
cause with us when they arrive in America. The capitalists
have their agencies all over Europe: their aim is to keep
American labour down and degrade it. In every instance
where a dispute has arisen the threat of fetching men
from the Old World has been held out. The miners of
Pennsylvania worked day and night for 14 dollars a week
and produced all the coals required during the year in
about 7 months; the rest of the year they were idle or
have to work under price. At last they would put up with
[it] no longer, they demanded a reduction of their working
time. The press being under the control of the capitalists,
public opinion was turned against them. At our Congress,

* This sentence was inserted later on approval of the Minutes
at the next Council meeting.—Ed.
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however, the press was open to us and the miners’ case
was brought before the public and now a turn has taken
place. The first thing I saw on landing at Liverpool were
bills headed: great inducement to miners’ wages from
18 to 20 dollars a week. When I examined [I saw that]
the names of the very same vagabonds who are at the
bottom of all the oppression in Pennsylvania were at the
bottom of the bills. We have too a damnable system in
the mining districts of the work-people not getting paid
in the current money. All the adjacent land to mines and
factories belongs to the companies and they tolerate no
stores. They pay the work-people in skin-plasters, cheques
on their own stores which are only worth 60 or 70 cents
a dollar elsewhere, and anyone who deals elsewhere and
is found out gets the sack. If the people rise against such
things they are threatened with an inundation from
Europe.1¥ Now if any dispute occurs we could send a
telegram and you could make it known here to prevent
people going into the trap of the capitalists, they would
be compelled to give in.

Hales proposed that Eccarius be re-elected as General
Secretary; carried.

Applegarth proposed that all the secretaries be re-
elected; carried.

That Stepney be re-elected as Treasurer; carried.

Applegarth proposed that a committee be appointed to
consider Mr. Cameron’s proposition. Agreed.

The following were then appointed: Applegarth, Dupont,
Eccarius, Hales, Harris, Jung, Cohn, Lafargue, Lessner,
Marx, Milner, Odger.

The Council then adjourned.

R. APPLEGARTH, Chairman*
JOHN GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary

* Applegarth chaired the meeting on September 28, 1869, at
which these Minutes were approved.—Ed.

11-597
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MEETING*
September 28%

Members present: Applegarth, Dupont, Eccarius, Hales,
Harris, Jung, Lafargue, Lessner, Lucraft, Maurice, Milner,
Townshend, Stepney.

Cit. Applegarth in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

CORRESPONDENCE

A letter from Fraser regretting to have made a mistake
in permitting his name to go on the list of Council members
and requesting it to be taken off.

A letter from Hull enclosing contributions from Dean,
and Foster Senior and Junior.

America. A letter from the Paper-Stainers, New York,
requesting the Council to use its influence to prevent an
exportation of men to defeat the men now on strike.

The Secretary was instructed to write to all papers
of the Association abroad, and circulate it in this country
as widely as he could.**

A letter from the Secretary of the National Labour
Union, United States, stating that the last letter to Sylvis
had found him in his grave, that it had been laid before
the Congress, and that two delegates had been elected
in consequence.20!

A letter from Jessup, New York, acknowledging the
receipt of the letter of condolence.202

Germany. A letter from the Silk-Printers and Block-
Cutters of Hilden soliciting aid in consequence of a
strike 203

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 5-7 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.

** See pp. 343-44 of the present volume.—Ed.
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Secretary* instructed to reply.

France. A letter from Marseilles announcing the lock-
out of the Basket-Makers and requesting assistance.204

The French Secretary** was instructed to reply that
there was no prospect of pecuniary aid.

The General Secretary was instructed to write to the
London Basket-Makers.

Cit. Jung stated that in a report of the Peace [League]
Congress published in the Sémaphore of Marseilles an
American correspondent, Osborn Ward, was represented
as a delegate of the American trade unions.

Cit. Applegarth said he knew Ward and was sure that
he was not a delegate nor would he represent himself as
such.

Cit. Dupont was instructed to send a correction of the
mistake in his letter to Marseilles.

Cit. Jung announced the receipt of a letter from General
Cluseret of New York. It was addressed to the Congress
but had arrived too late.205

The Secretary reported that Leno agreed to print 1,000
copies of the Congress report of 40 pages small size or
32 pages larger size for £8.

It was agreed to have the large size and increase
the number of pages, but not to exceed £10 as the
cost.206

Report of Committee on Emigration Bureau.***

The Committee advised:

1. That an Emigration Bureau in conjunction with
the National Labour Union of the United States be estab-
lished.

2. That in case of strikes the Council should do its best
to prevent workmen being engaged in Europe to be used
by American capitalists against the workmen of America.

* Eccarius.—Ed.

** Dupont.—Ed.

*** See pp. 160-61 of the present volume.—Ed.
11*
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3. Mr. Cameron having promised to furnish reliable
information respecting hours of labour, rate of wages,
state of trade, access to land, etc., in various localities in
America, no active steps be taken until such information
be received.207

The report was adopted.

Cit. Applegarth proposed and Eccarius seconded the
nomination of Joseph Shepherd as a member of the
Council.

Cit. Jung and Maurice nominated Cit. Serraillier.

The Treasurer was instructed to pay £6 on account to
Mr. Cottam and a quarter’s rent £3 3s. to the Sunday
League.

Cit. Hales gave notice that at a future meeting he should
move that a British section of the International be estab-
lished.

Cit. Lucraft desired that the Council should express an
opinion on the conduct of the delegates at the Congress.

Hales said that he was satisfied with the proceedings
on the land question.

Cit. Milner had nothing to say against the delegates,
but he thought they had not grasped the entire subject.
The credit question had received no attention whatever.

Cit. Jung said he considered the credit question a
secondary one. Its most ardent advocates at the Congress
had helped to put it aside.

Cit. Applegarth said if Cit. Milner had been there he
would have seen that little more could have been done.

The Council adjourned at 11 o’clock.

G. MILNER, Chairman
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary*

* Further the following is crossed out in the MS: “Council
Meeting Oct. 5 Milner in the Chair”.—Ed.
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COUNCIL MEETING*

October 5

Members present: Applegarth, Boon, Dupont, Eccarius,
Jung, Hales, Harris, Lessner, Lucraft, Maurice, Milner,
Townshend, Weston.

Cit. Milner in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

CORRESPONDENCE

A letter from Mr. Shorrocks at Manchester promising
to circulate the notice of the paper-stainers’ strike of New
York** and to dispose of 100 copies of the Congress report.

A letter from the Newcastle Chronicle stating the price
at which the notice of the afore-mentioned strike would
be inserted.

A letter from Varlin of Paris stating that a meeting of
the Congress delegates had been held and that they had
agreed to urge the affiliation of their societies, also that
the Rules would be printed, there being a good prospect
to make individual adherents.208

Upon the suggestion of Cit. Jung the Secretary was
instructed to apply to the Secretary of the Copper-Plate
Printers to receive a deputation.

The Secretary announced that [the question of] Messrs.
Latham and Lambord, proposed by Cit. Odger to become
members,*** had not yet been disposed of.

Cit. Applegarth volunteered to speak to Latham.

It was agreed to postpone the election.

The Secretary then stated that the question of

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 8-9 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.

** See pp. 343-44 of the present volume.—Ed.
*** See p. 155 of the present volume.—Ed.
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pronouncing an opinion upon the conduct of the Congress
delegates was in order.

Cit. Harris could not see how an opinion could be
expressed in the absence of the official report.

Cit. Hales said the opinion would have to be given upon
the delegates’ own reports. He proposed and Maurice
seconded a vote of satisfaction, which was carried.

Cit. Hales then proposed:

That the Council proceed to establish an English section
of the International Working Men’'s Association, with a
platform based upon the Congressional resolutions, to be
called “The National Labour League and British Section
of the International Working Men’s Association”.

The Association, though established in London, which
had been seat of the Council since, had made more progress
abroad than here. The Council had too much to do with
international affairs; a body was wanted to take the
national affairs in hand.

Cit. Lucraft seconded the proposition.

After a long discussion in which Jung, Applegarth,
Lucraft, Eccarius, and Harris took part, Cit. Harris pro-
posed as an amendment: ‘“That this Council deems it
necessary to establish, as soon as possible, a British
section of the International Working Men’s Associa-
tion”.

After some remarks of the Chairman and Cit. Maurice,
Cit. Weston announced that a Conference of Reformers
would meet at Bell Inn at the Old Bailey on Wednesday,
October 13, to establish an association for the agitation
of the land question and other working men’s measures.209

It was then agreed to adjourn the debate.

The Council adjourned at 11 o’clock.

JOHN HALES, Chairman
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary
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COUNCIL MEETING*

October 12210

Members present: Eccarius, Hales, Harris, Maurice,
Milner, Lucraft, Townshend.

Cit. Hales in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

CORRESPONDENCE

A letter from Varlin of Paris stated that five societies
had held meetings to hear the reports of their Congress
delegates, but the commissaries of the police had stated
that if the reports were to be read they must dissolve the
meetings.

The shoemakers’ delegate** had not presented any
report, it was to be read at private meetings; but the
shoemakers had declared their adhesion to the Associa-
tion.211

A letter from Aubry of Rouen announced the strike of
wool-spinners of Elboeuf and solicited aid.22 The said
spinners insist on a list of prices being fixed. The spinners
of four other towns have joined in making the demand
and will be on strike in a fortnight if their demand be not
acceded to. Aubry had notice to leave his work on the
15th: (1) for going to the Congress, (2) for interesting
himself in the Elboeuf strike, (3) for the part he had taken
in the late election.213

Cit. Hales stated that there was no prospect at present
to obtain any pecuniary assistance.

Cit. Harris inquired about the powers of the conseils
de prud’hommes in wages disputes.

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 9-10 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
** Simon Dereure.—Ed.
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Cit. Jung replied that they had none. He further stated
his opinion that the French Secretary* ought to write to
Aubry to show that nothing could be done here and to
advise the men generally not to rush too heedlessly into
strikes.

After some observations pro and con the proposition
was agreed to.

Cit. Joseph Shepherd, proposed by Applegarth and
Eccarius, and Serraillier, proposed by Jung and Maurice,
were elected as members of the Council.

Cit. Hales proposed and Lucraft seconded the nomina-
tion of Thomas Mottershead.

The discussion of a question of establishing a British
section was then resumed.**

Cit. Maurice said some means must be found to make
propaganda.

Cit. Jung considered it a necessity to establish English
branches to attract some good men to advocate our cause.
He was in favour of keeping the question on the order
of the day, but to adjourn the debate.

Cit. Milner was in favour of a British section, but was
afraid it would absorb the functions of the Council.

Cit. Eccarius said we required a British section to do
things concerning this country with which the General
Council as such could not interfere.

Cit. Lucraft saw no difficulty in branches being estab-
lished by the Council. The time was favourable, but he
wanted simply a British section of the Association.

Cit. Harris moved the adjournment of the debate.

Cit. Hales was willing to drop the National Labour
League portion of his proposition and endorse the propo-
sition of establishing simply a section of branches.

The proposition was carried against one.

* Dupont.—Ed.
** See p. 166 of the present volume.—Ed.
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The appointment of a committee to carry out the resolu-
tion was deferred till the next meeting.

R. APPLEGARTH, Chairman
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS

COUNCIL MEETING*

October 19

Members present: Applegarth, Eccarius, Hales, Harris,
Jung, Lessner, Lucraft, Marx, Maurice, Milner, Townshend,
Weston.

Cit. Applegarth in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

A letter from the Secretary of the Edinburgh Trades
Council acknowledging the receipt of a letter on the
paper-stainers’ strike of New York** was read.

A letter from Malon of Paris announced that the section
of the United Workmen had increased to 150 and that
they met in the face of the police. Another section was
to be formed at Roubaix. Dupont had been written to
from Roubaix but the letter must have miscarried. The
democratic candidates had betrayed their trust: they
declined doing anything on the 26th. The butchers, news-
paper employees, organ-builders, pianoforte-makers were
establishing trade societies. The Sailors’ Union of Mar-
seilles was going [to] establish branch unions in all the
French seaport towns.2!4 Money was being collected for
the victims of Aubin and the spinners of Elboeuf.

Cit. James Parnell was admitted as delegate from the
Elastic Web-Weavers’ Association.

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 11-12 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.

** See p'»p. 343-44 of the present volume.—Ed.
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Cit. Lessner proposed that the Congress report be signed
by all the secretaries.

It was agreed that the President and the English Secre-
tary of the Congress* should sign it.

On the motion that the committee to establish a
[British] branch whose appointment was adjourned at the
previous meeting be now appointed, Eccarius proposed
that it should be postponed till more was known about
the result of the Old Bailey meetings.215 He was of opinion
that there was a possibility of making the society that
was to be established the British section.

Cit. Harris thought the Council should send a- delegate
to the meeting; he had heard that an attempt would be
made on the night to reverse what had been done in the
first meeting.

Cit. Lucraft spoke in favour of Eccarius’s proposition.

Cit. Hales thought that it was necessary to come to
some agreement as to the policy that was to be pursued.

Cit. Milner thought a simple statement about what we
could agree was all that was required; we could wait till
we were unanimous upon all points.

Cit. Lucraft did not think that the Council should
interfere.

The appointment was again adjourned.

Cit. Lucraft desired Cit. Marx to say something on
anything he pleased.

Cit. Marx said he could only state that the movement
was going on well in Germany.216

Cit. Lucraft then spoke about the desirability of establish-
ing an International newspaper, and he thought it might
be done on the co-operative plan. We should never be
able to do anything until we had a paper of our own.

The necessity of having a paper was acknowledged by

* Jung and Eccarius.—Ed.
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other speakers, but the difficulty of raising the means
seemed too great to entertain the question at present.
The Council adjourned at half past 10 o’clock.

B. LUCRAFT, Chairman
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary

MEETING OF OCTOBER 26*

Members present: Dupont, Eccarius, Hales, Harris, Jung,
Lessner, Lucraft, Marx, Maurice, Milner, Townshend,
Weston, Stepney.

Cit. Lucraft in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

The Secretary read a translation of a protest by 27 trade
societies’ delegates of Paris against the bloody acts at
Aubin,217

Cit. Jung stated that the Geneva trade societies had
advanced 1,000 fr. to the spinners at Elboeuf** to be
reimbursed by levies. At Geneva the slaters of a shop
had been threatened with a reduction of wages, but the
support of the International had averted the strike. He
further stated that the French papers had taken up the
cause of the miners against the employers and the govern-
ment.218 According to the latest reports, there were
24 killed and 36 wounded. Some of the government
employees had escaped being shot by hiding themselves,
many people had been shot while flying. The work-people
had rather protected the government officials than tried
to injure them.

Cit. Marx announced that a Dutch Labour Congress had

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 12-14 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.

** See p. 167 of the present volume.—Ed.
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been held on the 19th at Arnhem where 800 delegates had
attended. The principal trades represented were Cabinet-
Makers, Compositors, Carpenters, Painters, Smiths, Masons,
Bricklayers. They had established a National Labour Union
and adhered to the International.2!9 He also announced the
receipt of a letter from the President of the International
Bookbinders’ Society at Leipzig, who desired to be brought
in communication with the bookbinders here.

Citizens Jung and Lessner were appointed to wait on
the Executive of the Day-Working Bookbinders’ Society.

Cit. Thomas Mottershead was unanimously elected to
become a member of the Council.

The following were nominated: John Johnson—by
Citizens Harris and Townshend, and William Hales—by
Eccarius and John Hales.

Cit. Weston suggested that it was desirable the Council
should pass a vote of thanks to Mr. Merriman for the
speech he made on the Sunday previous in Hyde Park.
He thought there was much in the speech that the
Council could agree with, and endorsing it by a vote
of thanks might have some weight with the government.
The Council had once before expressed sympathy with
Ireland.220

Cit. Jung thought, before anything could be done, the
Council ought to be made acquainted with the speech. He
would prefer a resolution in favour of the release of the
prisoners.

Cit. Harris objected to a vote of thanks but was in
favour of a resolution.

The Chairman thought it was an opportune moment to
do something.

Cit. Marx said the principal thing was whatever was
passed would be suppressed by the London press. The
main feature of the demonstration had been ignored, it
was that at least a part of the English working class had
lost their prejudice against the Irish. This might be put
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in writing and addressed to somebody, not the govern-
ment. He thought it a good opportunity to do something.

Cit. Hales was opposed to a vote of thanks. Merriman
had resigned his post at the Reform League when the
Council had passed a vote in favour of Fenianism. He
proposed that a resolution be drawn up asking for the
release of the political prisoners and stating the opinion
of the Council on the question, and that Citizens Marx,
Lucraft, Jung and Eccarius be a sub-committee to draw
up the same.??t Cit. Hales wished the resolution to express
that the Irish would not be satisfied with anything short
of self-government.

Cit. Maurice wanted to know whether it was to
be addressed to the government or to the trade so-
cieties.

Cit. Milner said we must have equal justice for Ireland;
Ireland must be treated the same as England.

Cit. Weston thought if it was addressed to government
a simple acknowledgment of the receipt would be enough
to get it into the papers. We ought to advise the govern-
ment in a dignified way. It was necessary to praise a man
for doing right but we might [give] him our opinion
about it.

Cit. Jung was in favour of Cit. Weston’s remarks.
England had always represented the struggle as one of
race, last Sunday had shown that it was a struggle of
classes.

The Chairman* was against addressing the government:
they only acted under pressure. We must compel the
government to do something. He as an Englishman did
not believe he had done his duty. It was our business to
show the Irish that it was only a class of the English that

wronged them and that the same class of Irish were as
bad.

* Lucraft.—Ed.
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The proposition was unanimously adopted and it was
agreed that the people and not the government should be
addressed.

The Council adjourned at a quarter to 11 o’clock.

Chairman*
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL**

November 2

Members present: Boon, Dupont, Eccarius, Hales, Harris,
Jung, Lucraft, Lessner, Marx, Maurice, Milner, Motter-
shead, Odger, Townshend.

Cit. Odger in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

Mr. Bockett, the Secretary of the Day-Working Book-
binders’ Society, handed in £2 voted by his society towards
the expense of the Congress.

Cit. Marx called attention to the long absence of the
Belgian Secretary.***

Citizens Jung and Dupont were requested to have an
interview with him to ascertain the reason of his absence
and to get the documents in his possession in case of not
being willing to resume his place.

CORRESPONDENCE

A letter from the Secretary of the French branch of
New York enclosing some money for the Council. The
branch publishes a bulletin. The letter stated all the New
York papers had spoken about the Congress; it appeared
to have been weaker than former ones and Tolain very

* Unsigned.—Ed.

** The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 14-15 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
+** Bernard.—Ed.
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illogical. Things were bad or else more money would have
been sent.

Cit. Jung announced that the Swiss Trade Federation
now contained 47 societies.222 The carpenters of one
Geneva shop were on strike against overtime and piece-
work. The bijoutiers were endeavouring to establish a
union for the female polishers and chain-makers.223

He further announced that the French Government
furnished charity girls to take the places of the linen
drapers’ assistants who were on strike against Sunday
work.

Cit. Jung inquired if the League of which J. Johnson
was secretary had any connection with the leaders of the
so-called French International.*

Citizens Harris and Boon gave explanations showing
that it had not.

Cit. Marx inquired if any steps had been taken respect-
ing the establishment of a British section of the Interna-
tional . **

Cit. Hales understood that it had been postponed. On
the previous Wednesday the Land and Labour League??*
had been established, many Council members were on
the Executive of that League; it was not necessary to go
any farther at present.

The Secretary was instructed to reply to the last letters
received from the Labour Union and New York State
Union of America.

He was further instructed to write to the Hatters and
the United Brass-Finishers asking them to receive deputa-
tions with a view to join the Association.

The Council adjourned at 10 o’clock.

Chairman J. COHN
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary

* The French branch in London.—Ed.
** See pp. 164, 166, 168-69, 170 of the present volume.—Ed.
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COUNCIL MEETING*
November 9

Members present: Boon, Cohn, Eccarius, Hales, Harris,
Jung, Maurice, Milner, Parnell, Townshend.

Cit. Cohn in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

The Secretary read an address from the New Democracy
of New York,2% and was instructed to bring up a reply
to it on that day fortnight.

Cit. Jung stated that the work-people of Lyons had
congratulated Raspail on separating himself from the
middle-class opposition.226 He further stated that in
Switzerland the organisation of the working people and
the propaganda for the Association proceeded with more
zeal than ever before. The chemists’ assistants of Paris
were organising a society. The telegraph employees had
appealed to the postmen to unite with them. Two thousand
gilders had agreed not to work longer than 10 hours a
day under any circumstances.

A statement in the Egalité gave rise to a conversation
about the necessity to publish periodical reports.

Cit. Jung undertook to write to Geneva to inform the
editor why reports were not published.?2?

The Secretary reported from the Sub-Committee that it
had been agreed not to proceed with an address on the
Irish question?28 because if the views of the Council were
properly set forth, the government and the press would
turn them against the prisoners.

Cit. Jung read a letter from Cit. Marx in support of
the report and, if adopted, Cit. Marx proposed the discus-
sion of the following questions: (1) The attitude of the

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 16-17 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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British Government on the Irish question; (2) The attitude
of the English working class towards the Irish. Cit. Marx
volunteered to open the debate.

The report was adopted and the questions ordered to
be put on the order of the day.229

Cit. Hales moved and Lessner seconded that anyone
taking more than 50 Congress reports* should have them
at the rate of £1 a 100, carriage free. Carried.

Cit. Cohn stated that a proposition was before his
society to withdraw from the International because it did
not stop foreigners from coming to London. There were
some Belgian lodging-house keepers in the East of London
who imported them in such numbers that it very seriously
interfered with the trade. On their first arrival they worked
for anything that was offered them. He wished to know
whether the Antwerp cigar-makers belonged to the Inter-
national, what their numbers were both at Antwerp and
at Brussels and what funds they had.

Cit. Jung would endeavour to get the information.

Cit. William Hales, formerly a member of the Council
and lately returned to town, was readmitted.

The election of J. Johnson was postponed.

The Council adjourned at 10 o’clock.

BENJAMIN LUCRAFT, Chairman
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL**

November 16

Members present: Eccarius, Hales J., Hales W., Harris,
Jung, Lessner, Lucraft, Marx, Maurice, Milner, Motter-
shead, Stepney, Townshend, Weston.230

* See p. 163 of the present volume.—Ed.

** The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 17-22 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

The Secretary read letters acknowledging the receipt
of Congress reports. Also a letter from the Secretary of
the Dundee Working Men’s Association applying for
particulars to form a branch, which had already been
forwarded.

Cit. Marx read a letter from De Paepe of Bruxelles
inquiring what had become of the Belgian Secretary,
whether he had forwarded all the money collected; they
had only received 200 fr.; and demanding the appointment
of a new one.23!

Cit. Marx proposed that Bernard be no longer secretary.

Cit. Jung stated that he had undertaken a commission
with Dupont to see him, but had not yet met him and did
not know whether Dupont had.

It was agreed that Citizens Jung and Dupont be empow-
ered to inquire also about the money.

Cit. Jung stated that the factory lords of Rouen had
appealed to the work-people to join them in a protest
against the continuance of the treaty of commerce with
England.?3?2 The work-people had categorically refused.
The Dutch branches had announced in their organ, the
Volksblad, that the reorganisation of society required a
double struggle, social and political. An article in the
Egalité suggested the propriety of establishing an English
Council to relieve the General Council of some of its
work.23 At Elboeuf only 150 spinners remained on strike,
at Darnétal 400. The Paris gilders’ strike continued. Those
who had returned to work at an advance gave it for the
support of the strike. The Naples section published a paper
under the name of Egalité.*234

Cit. Marx then opened the debate on the attitude of the
British Government on the Irish question.** He said

* L’Eguaglianza.—Ed.
** See pp. 176-77 of the present volume.—Ed.
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political amnesty proceeds from two sources: 1. When a
government is strong enough by force of arms and public
opinion, when the enemy accepts the defeat, as was the
case in America, then amnesty is given. 2. When mis-
government is the cause of quarrel and the opposition
gains its point, as was the case in Austria and Hungary.
Such ought to have been the case in Ireland.

Both Disraeli and Gladstone have said that the govern-
ment ought to do for Ireland what in other countries a
revolution would do. Bright asserted repeatedly that
Ireland would always be rife for revolution unless a
radical change was made. During the election Gladstone
justified the Fenian insurrection and said that every other
nation would have revolted under similar circumstances.235
When taunted in the House he equivocated his fiery
declarations against the “policy of conquest” implied that
“Ireland ought to be ruled according to Irish ideas”. To
put an end to the “policy of conquest” he ought to have
begun like America and Austria by an amnesty as soon
as he became minister. He did nothing. Then the amnesty
movement in Ireland by the municipalities.26 When a
deputation was about to start with a petition containing
200,000 signatures for the release of the prisoners he
anticipated it by releasing some to prevent the appearance
of giving way to Irish pressure. The petition came, it was
not got up by Fenians, but he gave no answer. Then it was
mooted in the House that the prisoners were infamously
treated. In this at least the English Government is impar-
tial; it treats Irish and English alike; there is no country
in Europe where political prisoners are treated like in
England and Russia. Bruce was obliged to admit the fact.
Moor wanted an inquiry; it was refused. Then commenced
the popular amnesty movement at Limerick. A meeting
was held at which 30,000 people were present and a
memorial for the unconditional release was adopted.
Meetings were held in all the towns in the North. Then

12*
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the great meeting was announced in Dublin where
200,000 people attended. It was announced weeks before-
hand for the 10th October. The trade societies wanted to
go in procession. On the 8th proclamations were issued
prohibiting the procession to go through certain streets.
Isaac Butt interpreted it as a prohibition of the procession.
They went to Fortescue to ask but he was not at home,
his Secretary Burke did not know. A letter was left to be
replied to; he equivocated. The government wanted a
collision. The procession was abandoned and it was found
afterwards that the soldiers had been supplied with
40 rounds of shot for the occasion.

After that Gladstone answered the Limerick memorial
of August in a roundabout way.237 He says the proceedings
varied much. There were loyal people and others who
used bad language demanding as a right what could only
be an act of clemency.

It is an act of presumption on the part of a paid public
servant to teach a public meeting how to speak.

The next objection is that the prisoners have not
abandoned their designs which were cut short by their
imprisonment.

How does Gladstone know what their designs were and
that they still entertain them? Has he tortured them into
a confession? He wants them to renounce their principles,
to degrade them morally. Napoleon did [not] ask people
to renounce their republican principles before he gave an
amnesty and Prussia attached no such conditions.

Then he says the conspiracy still exists in England and
America.

If it did, Scotland Yard would soon be down upon it.
It is only ‘“disaffection of 700 years’ standing”. The Irish
have declared they would receive unconditional freedom
as an act of conciliation. Gladstone cannot quell the Fenian
conspiracy in America, his conduct promotes it, one paper
calls him the Head Centre.238 He finds fault with the press.
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He has not the courage to prosecute the press; he wants
to make the prisoners responsible. Does he want to keep
them as hostages for the good behaviour of the people
outside? He says “it has been our desire to carry leniency
to the utmost point”. This then is the utmost point.

When Mountjoy was crowded with untried prisoners,
Dr. M'Donnell wrote letter after letter to Joseph Murray
about their treatment. Lord Mayo said afterwards that
Murray had suppressed them. M’Donnell then wrote to
the inspector of prisons, to a higher official. He was after-
wards dismissed and Murray was promoted.

He then says: we have advised the minor offenders to
be released; the principal leaders and organisers we could
not set free.

This is a positive lie. There were two Americans
amongst them who had 15 years each. It was fear for
America that made him set them free. Carey was sen-
tenced in 1865 to 5 years, he is in the lunatic asylum, his
family wanted him home, he could not upset the govern-
ment.

He further says: to rise in revolt against the public order
has ever been a crime in this country. Only in this country.
Jefferson Davis’s revolt was right because it was not
against the English, the government.29 He continues, the
administration can have no interest except the punishment
of crimes.

The administration are the servants of the oppressors
of Ireland. He wants the Irish to fall on their knees because
an enlightened sovereign and parliament have done a great
act of justice. They were the criminals before the Irish
people. But the Irish was the only question upon which
Gladstone and Bright could become ministers and catch
the dissenters and give the Irish place-hunters an excuse
of selling themselves. The church was only the badge of
conquest. The badge is removed, but the servitude remains.
He states that the government is resolved to continue to
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remove any grievance, but that they are determined to
give security to life and property and maintain the integ-
rity of the empire.

Life and property are endangered by the English aristoc-
racy. Canada makes her own laws without impairing the
integrity of the empire, but the Irish know nothing of
their own affairs, they must leave them to Parliament, the
same power that has landed them where they are. It is
the greatest stupidity to think that the prisoners out of
prison could be more dangerous than insulting a whole
nation. The old English leaven of the conqueror comes
out in the statement: we will grant but you must ask.

In his letter to Isaac Butt he says:

“You remind me that I once pleaded for foreigners. Can the two
cases correspond? The Fenians were tried according to lawful custom
and found guilty by a jury of their countrymen. The prisoners of
Naples were arrested and not tried and when they were tried they
were tried by exceptional tribunals and sentenced by judges who
depended upon the government for bread.”20

If a poacher is tried by a jury of country squires he is
tried by his countrymen. It is notorious that the Irish
juries are made up of purveyors to the castle whose bread
depends upon their verdict. Oppression is always a lawful
custom. In England the judges can be independent, in
Ireland they cannot. Their promotion depends upon how
they serve the government. Sullivan the prosecutor has
been made master of the rolls.

To the Ancient Order of Foresters in Dublin he answered
that he was not aware that he had given a pledge that
Ireland was to be governed according to Irish ideas.24!
And after all this he comes to Guild-Hall and complains
that he is inadequate for the task.

The upshot is that all the tenant right meetings are
broken up; they want the prisoners [released]. They have
broken with the clerical party. They now demand that
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Ireland is to govern herself. Moor and Butt have declared
for it.* They have resolved to liberate O’'Donovan Rossa by
electing him a member of Parliament.242

Cit. Marx ended by proposing the following resolution:

Resolved,

That in his reply to the Irish demands for the release
of the imprisoned Irish patriots (in a reply contained in
his letter to Mr. O’Shea d.d. Oct. 18, 1869, and to Mr. Isaac
Butt d.d. Oct. 23, 1869) Mr. Gladstone has deliberately
insulted the Irish nation;

That he clogs political amnesty with conditions alike
degrading to the victims of misgovernment and the people
they belong to;

That having in the teeth of his responsible position
publicly and enthusiastically cheered on the American
slave-holders’ rebellion, he now steps in to preach to the
Irish people the doctrine of passive obedience;

That his whole proceedings with reference to the Irish
amnesty question are the true and genuine offspring of that
“policy of conquest” by the fiery denunciation of which
Mr. Gladstone ousted his Tory rivals from office;

That the Genera! Council of the International Working
Men’s Association express their admiration of the spirited
and high-souled manner in which the Irish people carry
on their amnesty movement;

That this resolution be communicated to all the branches
of, and working men’s bodies connected with, the
International Working Men’s Association in Europe and
the United States.243

Cit. Harris seconded the resolution.

The Chairman thought the discussion had better be post-
poned till the next week.

* This sentence was inserted between the lines of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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Cit. Milner was exceedingly pleased and should like the
resolution so amplified as to bring people who had not
heard the discussion to understand all.

The debate was then adjourned.

The Council adjourned at 11 o’clock.

JOHN HALES, Chairman
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL*

November 26*¢

Members present: Applegarth, Eccarius, Hales .,
Hales W., Harris, Jung, Lessner, Marx, Milner, Motters-
head, Odger, Stepney, Townshend.

Cit. Hales in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

A letter was received from the Secretary of the Hat-
ters’ Society announcing that a deputation would be re-
ceived on Friday evening.

Citizens Jung and Applegarth were appointed to attend.

A letter was read from John Smith of Whitechurch,
Dorset, approving of the nationalisation of the land, of
Odger trying to get in for Southwark?¥ and suggesting
that if an opening should occur, Lucraft and Applegarth
ought [to] be put forward.

Cit. Jung read a letter from St. Etienne announcing the
establishment of a section consisting of 30 members,
organised by Richard of Lyons through whom the contribu-
tions were to be forwarded.

Cit. Marx stated that he had received a letter from
Hanover where the engineers had been on strike for six

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 23-28 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
18‘6‘ An derror. The meeting took place on Tuesday, November 23,
9.—Ed.
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weeks against an increase of the working day and a reduc-
tion of wages. The masters belonged to a labour pro-
tection society to guard the work-people against union-
ism and the International.245

An opinion was expressed that under existing circum-
stances there was no chance of getting any money.

Cit. Jung stated that he had seen the bookbinders and
that he had received some of their documents for the
Leipzig Association.* They considered their affiliation to
the International as equivalent to a federation with kin-
dred societies affiliated on the Continent.

He further stated that he had missed Bernard** but had
now appointed a rendezvous with him by leaving a note
at his house.

The debate on the attitude of the British Government
on the Irish question was then resumed.

Cit. Milner said when he had spoken about amplifying
the resolution he had not expected that such a report
would be published of the discussion as in Reynolds’s?6
but that was enough.

The resolution was then read from the chair.***

Cit. Odger said it was necessary that no application
should be made to a government in the form of a demand.
In the bills calling the Hyde Park meeting?47 a demand
was made for the unconditional release. I am as much in
favour of their release as any one, but it is impolitic to
proceed in that way, it prejudices the case. If this Coun-
cil had done anything and was called upon to reverse, it
would treat the demand with contempt. Gladstone came
boldly forward with the Church Bill; that is a matter of
history now and I hope his Land Bill will be as good as
his Church Bill.248

Cit. Jung. Our purpose is not to release the prisoners,

* See p. 172 of the present volume.—Ed.

** See pp. 174, 178 of the present volume.—Ed.
*** See p. 183 of the present volume.—Ed.
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but to express our opinion on the conduct of the govern-
ment. The first meetings did not make a demand, but the
minister did not deign to answer their application. The
Hyde Park meeting for parliamentary reform was a
demand, Gladstone was not against that. Everything in
this country is carried by pressure from without. When
the Russell ministry brought in their little bill they court-
ed pressure. Gladstone and Bright have used strong lan-
guage. Their election speeches have taught one what
Ireland is. We are not going to petition, they have behaved
badly.

Cit. Applegarth. Odger simply raises the question wheth-
er it is right to use strong language. If we had gone on
our knees in the Hyde Park affair we would never have
got there. We must consider under what circumstances
the men were arrested and why they are kept. They have
been too long in prison. It is no use to apply soft lan-
guage, the time has come to demand.

Cit. Mottershead. I believe all that Applegarth has said
and go even farther. I admit the right of insurrection. But
the government cannot do what they like, only what the
country allows. I regret that Englishmen applauded the
statements of Dr. Marx, as some did last week. Ireland
cannot be independent. It lies between England and France;
if we relinquish our hold, it would only be asking the
French to walk in. The Irish movement is not of that high-
souled character the Doctor* ascribes to it in the resolu-
tion. One thing is wrong altogether: if you look to the
Times and other papers you will find that the Prime Min-
ister commenced the amnesty affair before the Irish
moved. Dr. Marx makes it appear that it was a sort of
cowardice, fear of America to release the Americans**
and then he states that America has not been conciliated.

* Marx.—Ed.
** See p. 181 of the present volume.—Ed.
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I never found the Irish in the field with the English in
any movement, but they have often been against us. I
remind you of the Garibaldi riots.249 I am surprised that
Napoleon is held up against Gladstone. Dr. Marx forgot
that thousands of the French and Hungarians were am-
nestied by death in the streets of Paris and at Cayenne.
The Austrian Government had 14 Hungarian generals
hung one morning. Robert Blum was shot.

Mr. Gladstone might have played quite a different part
if he had chosen. He had sprung from the worst aristocra-
cy in existence, the slave-dealers of Liverpool. He became
the favourite of Oxford and might have been the favourite
of the aristocracy. His pamphlet on Naples dropped like
bomb-shell into the Conservative camp.20 The Naples pris-
oners were ministers today and in prison tomorrow;
surely the Doctor is not going to compare them with peo-
ple who came from abroad to create disturbance here?
When he got into government he repealed the legacy duty
and replaced [it] by the succession tax, a tax on land
which he acknowledged to be public property. In 1859 he
was one of that masterly inactivity which saved Italy. It
is true, Italy is not yet a republic, but nationality first
and freedom after. In 1860 he brought about the commer-
cial treaty with France which tends to create brotherly
love and break down national barriers.25! In the American
war it is laid down that he cheered on the rebellion. He
said nothing in the House for the South and nothing
against the North, only at Newcastle in 1863 he said that
Jefferson Davis had created a nation; [he said it] at a time
when no one had any idea that the South was as hollow
as it afterwards proved to be, and he has since recanted.
It has since oozed out that he has always been on the
Right side in his votes in the cabinet. On the Schleswig-
Holstein affair?2 he prevented us rushing into war and
thereby advanced German unity. With regard to the
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amnesty affair 1 wish the prisoners free, but I cannot
vote for the resolution as it stands.

Cit. Milner said Cit. Mottershead has dwelled upon the
personal excellence of Gladstone; he is an excellent man,
but here we have to deal with him as representing the
English policy against the Irish. We must insist that every
particular part of the Empire ought to have the same
liberty as other parts, we must deal equal justice to all.
If Ireland was properly treated, she would be the right
arm of the government. Gladstone may not be able to do
differently, he acts in deference to a part of the House
to keep his position, and it is upon his doings as they
are in that position that we have to express an opinion.

Cit. Eccarius said to the Austrian and Italian govern-
ments Garibaldi had been the same as a Fenian to the
English Government, and he had also come from abroad
with arms in his hands. But the English public looked
upon the one as a great patriot while they treated the
other as a criminal. Gladstone had only raised his voice
for the Neapolitan prisoners because they had been swells,
if they had been working men he would not have cared
about them.

Cit. Odger objected that Eccarius had not dealt fairly
with the case. We owed a certain amount of liberty to
Garibaldi. He had nothing to say against the Fenians, he
got a disgrace for taking their part. His present point
was the resolution took too wholesale a denunciation of
Gladstone’s policy. To release the prisoners was different
from a declaration for an agitation.

Cit. Mottershead stated the Irish had thrown stones at
the English for being in favour of Garibaldi.

The Chairman* said whatever the Irish are the English
have made them. If we gave them the same liberties as we
have they would be contented, there would be no danger
of running away. Cit. Mottershead missed the point of the

* John Hales.—Ed.
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resolution. Gladstone in his election speeches declared
that the Irish were wrongly governed; he therefore vir-
tually justified the Fenians. When he got in he did nothing
but he insulted the Irish. He rules by officialism. No other
country has made treason felony and this [Fenianism] has
been done to punish, to put it on a level with ordinary
crime.

Cit. Jung said Mottershead took a very narrow national
point of view. In Paris thousands had been shot to death,
in Ireland hundreds of thousands had been starved to
death. It is admitted that things are wrong but they are
to be remedied according to English views, not according
to Irish; the English will not do for the Irish what Gari-
baldi wanted for the Italians. Cit. Odger says we owe a
certain amount of liberty to Garibaldi, we owe much more
to the Fenians. The Clerkenwell affair?3 was certainly a
shocking affair, but Garibaldi has caused much bloodshed
and would have caused more if the blowing up of the
barracks at Rome had not been prevented. The police were
as much to blame in the Clerkenwell affair as anyone.

Cit. Odger. I have been misunderstood. I only said that
an act like that necessitates that those who want the
prisoners released should take it into consideration.

Cit. Marx. Cit. Mottershead has given a history of
Gladstone. I could give another, but that has nothing to
do with the question before us. The petitions which were
adopted at the meetings were quite civil, but he found
fault with the speeches by which they were supported.
Castlereagh was as good a man as Gladstone and I found
today in the Political Register254 that he used the same
words against the Irish as Gladstone, and Cobbett made
the same reply as I have done.

When the electoral tour commenced all the Irish can-
didates spouted about amnesty, but Gladstone did nothing
till the Irish municipalities moved.

I have not spoken of the people killed abroad, because
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you cannot compare the Hungarian war with the Fenian
insurrection. We might compare it with 179825 and then
the comparison would not be favourable to the English.

I repeat that political prisoners are not treated any-
where so bad as in England.

Cit. Mottershead is not going to tell us his opinion of
the Irish; if he wants to know what other people think
of the English let him read Ledru-Rollin25% and other Con-
tinental writers. I have always defended the English and
do so still.

These resolutions are not to be passed to release the
prisoners, the Irish themselves have abandoned that.

It is a resolution of sympathy with the Irish and a
review of the conduct of the government, it may bring the
English and the Irish together. Gladstone has to contend
with the opposition of the Times, the Saturday Review,
etc., if we speak out boldly; on the other side, we may
support him against an opposition to which he might
otherwise have to succumb. He was in office during the
Civil War and was responsible for what the government
did and if the North was low when he made his declara-
tion, so much the worse for his patriotism.

Cit. Odger is right, if we wanted the prisoners released,
this would not be the way to do it, but it is more im-
portant to make a concession to the Irish people than to
Gladstone.257

Cit. Odger would prefer a unanimous vote if that could
be obtained by a different wording of the resolution
without destroying the meaning.

Cit. Marx had no objection to leave out the word
“deliberately”, as a prime minister must necessarily be con-
sidered to do everything deliberately.258

Cit. Harris objected.

The Council adjourned at a quarter past 11 o’clock.

B. LUCRAFT
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary
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COUNCIL MEETING*

November 309

Members present: Applegarth, Eccarius, Jung, Harris,
Lessner, Lucraft, Marx, Maurice, Milner, Odger, Town-
shend, Weston.

Cit. Lucraft in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

Cit. Jung read a letter from Malon of Paris announcing
the foundation of an agricultural labourers’ branch at
Pontoise, near Paris, consisting at present of 25 members;
that he had received good news from Roubaix; that a few
of the United Workmen had established a branch at Ba-
tignolles and that they numbered nearly 500 members at
Paris. They were going to draw up a social reform pro-
gramme. The present political situation he considered analo-
gous to that in the beginning of June 1848 and Novem-
ber 1851. The bourgeois liberals, he stated, were so afraid
of political liberty that before long they would implore
the saviour of society** to save them once more.

Cit. Jung read another letter from Bastelica of Mar-
seilles who announced that it was contemplated to federal-
ise 30 trade societies and that the first considerant*** of
the International should head the Rules.280 They had sent
£40 to Rouen for the men on strike. The Marseilles papers
had been forced by public opinion to engage reporters to
report working men’s meetings. The professor he had
recommended the other day worked well. He [is] disgusted
with politics and complains that the work-people always
ask for help when they are on strike, but when an elec-

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 28-31 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
** Napoleon III.—Ed.
*** Clause.—Ed.
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tion comes they vote for the little citizen kings who are
as good socialists as the Bonapartes [are] democrats.
Thinks it possible for the next Congress to meet at Paris,
and considers it necessary that the Association ought to
be prepared with something practical if a revolution
breaks out.

Cit. Marx stated that a congress of political economists
had discussed the labour question and a certain Emérique
had recommended the way in which the Belgian Govern-
ment had acted at Seraing and other places to keep the
pretensions of the work-people in check.

Cit. Marx further stated that a member of the Associa-
tion, Grosselin, a working man, had been elected into the
Council of the Canton of Geneva.

Cit. Marx gave notice that he should call the attention
of the Council to the conduct of the Bee-Hive respecting
the reports of the proceedings of the Council.26t

Citizens Applegarth and Jung reported the result of their
attendance on the Committee of the Hatters’ Society who
had expressed their satisfaction with the proceedings of
the International and that they [had] no doubt their
society would join.

Citizens Lessner and Milner were appointed to wait
upon the Tottenham Court Road branch of the Amalga-
mated Carpenters and Joiners who asked for a deputation
with a view to join.

The §1 of the resolution on the British Government in
the Irish amnesty affair was then read.*

Cit. Odger stated that he had left the paper in which
the resolution was printed and had therefore not been able
to see what alterations he might consider desirable.

Cit. Marx had consented to withdraw the word “delib-
erately”. The § was unanimously adopted with that
omission.

* See p. 183 of the present volume.—Ed.
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The §2 Cit. Odger thought to be altered so as not to
throw the whole blame on Gladstone. He was not quite
free, but he was better than anyone that had ruled before
him. The matter ought to be well considered; he should
not like the prestige of the Council lost through a con-
demnatory resolution. Much of his conduct was due to
the old parties from whom he had not yet been able to
free himself and Citizen Odger wished that to be stated
in the resolution.

Cit. Milner stated the question had been well considered
and Gladstone could not be treated differently to any other
government.

Cit. Weston said Gladstone’s letter implied that the Irish
had been wrong while the contrary was the case. Glad-
stone has never opened his mouth against the execution
at Manchester262; if Jefferson Davis had been hanged, he
would not have taken it quiet. Then he had refused a
proposition to place all parties on an equal footing for
compensation in the Church affair because it would have
extended the compensation to the work-people. He was no
better than the Czar, and the International could make no
difference between him and others. The Irish would have
accepted full amnesty as pledge of sincerity. His policy
had not touched the Irish people, it had only stirred them
up to anger. He heartily supported the resolution.

Cit. Marx said if Odger’s suggestions were followed the
Council would put themselves on an English party stand-
point. They could not do that. The Council must show the
Irish that they understood the question and the Continent
that they showed no favour to the British Government.
The Council must treat the Irish like the English would
treat the Polish.

Cit. Lucraft said Gladstone and Bright had only
denounced [the Tories] to step into their shoes. If they
[had] thrown themselves upon the people they would have
been backed against the old parties. If they had remained
13-597
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out of office the prisoners would have been released by this
time. No reforms were of any use, the Irish must have
Ireland to themselves.

The § was carried unanimously.

On the §3 having been read, Cit. Odger made some ob-
servation to which Cit. Marx replied. It was carried.

The remaining §§s were carried without discussion63
and the Secretary was instructed to get them printed and
circulate them.264

The Council adjourned [at] a quarter past 11 o’clock.

FRID LESSNER, Chairman
JOHN GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary

COUNCIL MEETING*

December 7

Members present: Boon, Eccarius, Harris, Jung, Lucraft,
Lessner, Weston.265

Cit. Lessner in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

The Secretary read a list of addresses to which he had
despatched the Irish resolutions.

Cit. Jung handed in the letters from the late Belgian
Secretary** who had promised to return the subscription
sheets at the end of the week.

He further stated that there was some estrangement
between the old members of the International and the new
of Lyons.***

Cit. Jung had seen Shaw who was too ill to attend.

Upon the statement of the Secretary Cit. Lucraft pro-

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on p. 31 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.

** Bernard.—Ed.
*** See pp. 215-16 of the present volume.—Ed.
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posed and Cit. Jung seconded that booksellers be allowed
the percentages of the trade to sell Congress reports at
3d. each.

The Council adjourned at 10 o’clock.

JOHN HALES, Chairman

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL*

December 14

Members present: Eccarius, Hales John, Hales William,
Harris, Jung,** Lucraft, Marx, Stepney.

Cit. Hales in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

A letter from the Secretary of the Curriers’ Society com-
plaining about the Irish resolutions was read.266

Cit. Jung read some strictures on the conduct of the
Council from the Egalité, respecting the Irish resolutions
and finding fault that the resolutions of the congresses
were not carried out; further that it was the duty of the
General Council to inform the Association which of the
two, Liebknecht or Schweitzer, in Germany were right.267

Cit. Marx observed that the paper as such had no right
to put such questions. If the Geneva section required any
information or had any complaints to make, the secretary
of the section must apply to the Council. He further ob-
served that Liebknecht belonged to the Association but
Schweitzer did not. Liebknecht had offered to make the
Council umpire*** to decide between him and Schweitzer,
but the latter had refused.268

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 32-33 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.

** Further the name “Lessner” is crossed out in the Minute
Book.—Ed.

*** The word “umpire” was inserted later.—Ed.
13°
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Cit. Jung stated that the Geneva section did not employ
the Egalité as its medium of communication with the Coun-
ci], the article must therefore be taken only as emanating
from the writer of it.

Cit. Eccarius stated that the resolution of the Congress
to which the complaint of the Egalité had reference con-
tained provisions that the General Secretary was to receive
£2 a week and every section should forward a monthly
report, which reports should form the base of the General
Reports,269 but neither of these conditions had as yet been
fulfilled. He moved that the Council should pass to the
order of the day, which was agreed to.

Cit. Jung stated that Bernard had not regulated his
affairs.

Cit. Marx proposed that the Council at its rising should
adjourn to January 4th. He said it would not be advisable
to discuss the Irish during the holiday weeks when the
attendance of members might be small. He considered the
solution of the Irish question as the solution of the English,
and the English as the solution of the European.270

The proposition was agreed to and the Standing Com-
mittee authorised to transact any necessary business in
the meantime.

The Council then adjourned.

JOHN HALES, Chairman
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary



1870
COUNCIL MEETING*

January 4

Members present: Cohn, Dupont, Eccarius, Hales J.,
Hales W., Harris, Jung, Lessner, Marx, Milner, Stepney.

Cit. John Hales in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

The Secretary read a letter from the New Democracy?7!
and was authorised to comply with the request of sending
a Bee-Hive as a sample.

Another letter from Robert Hume of Long Island com-
menting on the division between the English and the Irish
working men.

Upon the proposition of Cit. Marx, seconded by Jung,
Robert Hume was unanimously appointed correspondent
of the Association and the Secretary was instructed to
reply to his letter and to inform him of the appointment
requesting him to write to the Council on the state of
America as often he should deem it advisable.

A letter was read from Isaac Butt of Dublin who offered
his assistance to bring about a union between the English
and the Irish workmen; the Secretary was instructed to
reply.

In answer to an application from the Executive of the
Social-Democratic Party of Germany for loans for the

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 33-35 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.



198 MINUTES OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL

miners of Waldenburg, now on strike,2”2 the German Sec-
retary* was instructed to reply that it was impossible at
present to do anything, and a general instruction was given
to the secretaries to state in their correspondence that
there was no prospect [of] obtaining pecuniary aid in
London under existing circumstances.

3,000 cards requested by the German Social-Democratic
Committee were ordered to be forwarded.

Cit. Jung announced that a new paper** had been start-
ed by the members of the International of Zurich.
Amongst the points of their programme were separation
of Church and State, separation of the schools from the
Church, gratuitous education in the higher branches of
learning, gratuitous care of the sick, nationalisation of
railways, prohibition of children under 12 working in fac-
tories, and that from 12 to 16 their hours of labour should
be limited to 8 a day and those of adults to 10 and that
the factories should be under the supervision of govern-
ment inspectors. The Progrés of Locle and the Egalité of
Geneva were against the programme as being too politi-
cal; they were against politics.273

Cit. Marx observed that the reduction of the hours of
labour had been resolved by two congresses*** and it could
only be carried out by compelling the existing govern-
ments to take it in hand. The Progrés and Egalité had no
right to complain.

Cit. Jung further stated that the bookbinders of Zurich
were on strike and the masons of Palma in Spain had
joined the International.

Cit. Marx announced that the Sub-Committee had replied
to the charges of Egalité. ****

* Marx.—Ed.

** Tagwacht.—Ed.
**% See pp. 286 and 296 of the present volume.—Ed.
**** See pp. 354-63 of the present volume.—Ed.
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On the part of the Sub-Committee he proposed Serrail-
lier as Secretary for Belgium. The proposition was carried.

NOMINATION OF CANDIDATES

Cit. Marx proposed and Lessner seconded Charles Pfin-
der, and W. Hales proposed and Jung seconded Fr. Brad-
nick.

Cit. Jung then rose and said: I have rather a sad duty
to perform: it is to announce the death of one of our mem-
bers, Robert Shaw. He was one of the most honest workers
in our cause that ever lived. During the time of the reform
movement,??4 when almost all our English neglected the
Council meetings more or less, he was always at his post.
On Wednesday I received a letter from his daughter stat-
ing that her father was getting worse. Marx and I went
to visit him on Thursday. He was sensible and collected
and spoke like one who does not expect to live much long-
er; he was fully prepared. On Monday I received a letter
that he was dead, he died on Friday, 15 hours after we saw
him. He is to be buried on Wednesday at two o’clock. I
think the Council ought to be represented at the funeral.

Cit. Marx said if Jung would go he was willing to ac-
company him; Hales and Dupont likewise expressed their
willingness.

Cit. Cohn proposed that a deputation be appointed to
represent the Council officially and that Citizens Dupont,
Hales J., Jung and Marx form the deputation. Carried.

Cit. Marx proposed and Cohn seconded that the General
Secretary be directed to write a letter of condolence to
Mrs. Shaw and family. Carried.

Cit. Cohn further proposed that the news of Shaw’s
death be communicated to the correspondents abroad.
Carried.?’s
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Upon the proposition of Cit. Marx the discussion of
the Irish question was adjourned.*

Cit. Eccarius announced that the Tottenham Court Road
branch of the Amalgamated Carpenters and Joiners had
resolved to join.

Cit. W. Hales stated that at the annual meeting of the
Elastic Web-Weavers at Coventry the London delegates
had brought on a motion to affiliate the whole amalgama-
tion. The resolution had been passed subject to the ratifica-
tion of the branches. There were five branches and three
were known to be in favour, a few weeks would settle it.

Cit. Marx announced that Col. Burke had succumbed at
last, he was dead. The English papers kept silent about
him; the Irish papers stated that he had been surfeited
with mercury.

The Council adjourned at 11 o’clock.

JOHN HALES, Chairman
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL**
January 11

Members present: Cohn, Dupont, Eccarius, Hales John,
Hales William, Jung, Lessner, Milner, Serraillier, Stepney,
Townshend, Weston, Zabicki, Harris.

Cit. John Hales in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

A letter was received from Trieste applying for Rules
and other documents for the information of the working
men’s association of that town.

* See pp. 176-77, 178-84, 185-90, 192-93, 196 of the present volume.

“.The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 35-36 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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The Secretary was instructed to reply and forward
documents.

A letter from Hoboken, New York, announced the affi-
liation of the German Labour Union of that place, enclosing
$2 as contribution.2’6 The affiliation was ratified.

A letter from Neuville-sur-Sadne renewed the applica-
tion of the cotton printers on strike for assistance.

The Secretary was instructed to put himself in commu-
nication with the Manchester correspondent respecting
the strike.*

Cit. Bastelica of Marseilles wrote that he had opened
a subscription for Cit. Odger,2”” and mentioned several
places where affiliations were in prospect.

Cit. Johne from the Surgical Instrument-Makers of
Paris applied for advice to obtain aid for those on strike.

The Council agreed to assist by applying to the kindred
trades at Sheffield.

A letter from the Geneva Committee stated that the
section did not approve of the proceedings of the Egalité.
The Council had judged rightly when it had rejected the
propositions of the Alliance Démocratique. The Alliance
did not form part of the Geneva section, it acted by itself.
Seven members of the Editorial Committee2’8 had resigned
and the resignation accepted.

Cit. Cohn stated that the proposition of the Cigar-Mak-
ers withdrawing from the International had been fully dis-
cussed and rejected by an immense majority.

Cit. Weston gave notice of a motion to discuss the ques-
tion of Free Trade and its effects.

The Secretary was authorised to procure 1,000 sheets
of note-paper with printed headings.2?

The Council adjourned at 11 o’clock.

G. E. HARRIS

J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Sec.

* See pp. 205, 206 of the present volume.—Ed.
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MEETING OF THE COUNCIL*
January 18

Members present: Dupont, Eccarius, Hales J., Hales W.,
Harris, Jung, Lessner, Milner, Mottershead, Weston, Za-
bicki.

Cit. Harris in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

A letter was read from J. W. Gregory of New York in-
viting Englishmen to become colonists in Florida.

The Secretary was authorised to publish the letter.280

A letter was reported from A. Goegg at Geneva res-
pecting the payment of contributions?8!; the Swiss Sec-
retary** was instructed to inquire of Ph. Becker whether
Goegg’s statement was correct.

Cit. Carl Pfinder and Fred. Bradnick were elected as
members of the Council and Cit. Schmutz was admitted
as delegate of the Helvetia.

Cit. Jung stated that Marx was too ill to attend, that
Serraillier has illness in the house and that Boon was lec-
turing somewhere.

The Naples section had sent £12 to Germany282 and the
jewellers of Pforzheim had £147 10s. for the miners of
Waldenburg.

Cit. Spier of Wolfenbuttel had written him a very press-
ing letter about the miners’ strike; the General Secretary
was instructed to apply to the various miners’ associations
of this country.

Cit. Weston then opened the discussion of Free Trade
and its effects. He said, as far as the controversy had been
reopened it has all turned upon protection. We are all

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 37-39 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
** Jung.—Ed.
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Free Traders in buying but Protectionists in what we make.
The Free Trade orators used to make such glowing speech-
es, but if we compare them with the existing state of
things we find that their expectations have not been real-
ised. Bright in his speech at Birmingham stated that along-
side of the educational question the commercial treaty
with France had been feebly discussed, and that the time
was passed for discussing that question; the Free Trade
question had been discussed from 1840 to 1850.283 My reply
to that is that the length of the discussion is no guarantee
that the truth has been arrived at. He further stated that
many people of the present day were not aware how com-
pletely the Free Trade question had been settled twenty
years ago. Many questions [which] have been considered
completely settled became unsettled by the light of sub-
sequent experience proving that their settlement rested
upon erroneous conclusions. I would not like to stand up
for protection but I should be afraid to defend Free Trade.
Bright says knaves and fools talk about reciprocity because
protection has a bad name. But why do non-producers
desire Free Trade? If not in order to make a profit out of
other people’s labour? To bring things from abroad be-
cause they are cheaper than they can be made at home is
only done because they yield a larger profit, it is filching.
The Conservatives think they profit by protection, there-
fore they favour protection. If it rested with the producers
and it was found that an article could not be produced at
home such as tea and we exchanged it for something else,
that would not be Free Trade. Suppose two counties, say
Kent and Cornwall, had each produced all it required for
its own use but that Kent had particular facilities for pro-
ducing food and Cornwall for manufactures. There might
be an advantage in exchanging products. But in both places
the capitalists are owners of the materials and they buy
what they require where it is cheapest. By buying their
fabrics in Cornwall the Kent consumers throw part of
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their producers out of work and throw more out of work
than the increased demand in Cornwall will employ. The
rich make a saving which they may employ partly in a
reproductive way, partly in luxury. The rich will buy every-
thing for less than they used to do, therefore the poor
cannot get more nor as much as before. Free Trade then
is a great benefit to the non-producers but none at all if
not an injury to the producers. Richard Cobden wanted
every man to be at full work and well paid, how is that
possible if we buy everything at the cheapest rate where
it can be had for the least. Free Trade is like pugilism;
every manufacturer is on the other’s throat to strangle
him; it is fight in which many scramble for prizes that can
only be won by a few.

Cit. Hales J. said: I have certain principles on my own
mind but I want various views evolved in the discussion.
I should like someone to move the adjournment to re-
sume at our next meeting.

Cit. Eccarius moved the adjournment of the debate.

Cit. Milner avowed himself a Free Trader in the fullest
sense of the word, until now the question had only been
discussed in the sense of the Manchester school.284

The Council adjourned at 11 o’clock.

JOHN HALES, Chairman
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary

COUNCIL MEETING*

January 25285

Members present: Bradnick, Dupont, Eccarius, Hales J.,
Hales W., Jung, Lessner, Milner, Parnell, Riihl, Schmutz,
Stepney, Weston.

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 39-40 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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Cit. J. Hales in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

The Secretary announced the receipt of a letter from
Manchester promising to bring the application of the stuff-
printers of Neuville-sur-Saéne under the notice of the
proper parties.

Cit. Jung stated that Marx had received a letter from
the Engineers of Hanover who wished to enter into con-
nection with the English Engineers?®; he proposed that a
deputation should wait on the Council of the Engineers.

The proposition was carried and Jung, Applegarth, and
Eccarius were appointed to form the deputation.

A letter from Marseilles announced that the federalised
trades of that town had guaranteed a loan to the Polishers
to the amount of 1,500 francs in bonds of one franc each.

A letter from Brussels announced the declaration of
affiliation of a trade society of Rheims and asked the Coun-
cil to send the deed of affiliation but not publicly.287

Cit. Dupont was instructed to respond.

Cit. Dupont [proposed] that any society in France*
nominating a corresponding secretary to correspond with
the General Council should be held as de facto affiliated.
Carried.

Cit. Jung proposed that a letter should be sent to Italy
to remind the members there that they had not yet ful-
filled the conditions of membership. Carried.

Cit. Lessner had received a letter from Basle applying
for reports of co-operative or benefit societies.

Cit. Hales thought he could supply some.

It was announced that Cit. Combault had formed a sec-
tion of the International at Paris.288

Cit. Eccarius then resumed the discussion on the effects
of Free Trade, which after a few remarks from Citizens

* The words “in France” were inserted later.—Ed.
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Milner and Jung was again adjourned on the motion of
Cit. J. Hales.

Cit. Schmutz announced that the Helvetia was going to
hold a festival meeting on Friday, February 4th, to which
the members of the Council were invited.

GEO E. HARRIS, Chairman
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL*
February 1

Members present: Bradnick, Dupont, Eccarius, Hales W.,
Harris, Jung, Lessner, Milner, Riihl, Stepney, Serraillier,
Schmutz, Parnell.

Cit. Harris in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

The Secretary announced the receipt of a letter from
Manchester advising to write to the Cotton-Printers’ So-
ciety at Salford respecting the strike of Neuville-sur-
Saone.

Cit. Jung [stated] that Applegarth had not yet had time
to arrange the deputation to the Engineers.**

He had received the report of the Secretary for Swit-
zerland on the proceedings of the Congress.289 Cit. Perret
states that the collectivists have had the best on the land
question and converted him. The Central Council for
Switzerland had appointed a new staff for the management
of the Egalité.290

Cit. Serraillier had received a letter from Brussels. The
Belgian Council approved the answer of the General Coun-
cil to the attacks in the Egalité.291

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 40-43 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
** See p. 205 of the present volume.—Ed.
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Cit. J. Hales being absent on account of illness Mr. Mil-
ner resumed the debate on the Effects of Free Trade. He
said it is a question that everybody seems to know all
about, but when it comes to a discussion nobody knows
anything. I contend that we never have had Free Trade.
If production was set entirely free we would naturally
turn to exchange everything from where it is best. Can
anything be more simple than every producer should pro-
duce and exchange with the utmost freedom. The Free
Traders have gone a little way towards it but under exist-
ing circumstances it all turns against the workman. What
we want to find out is how we can make machinery use-
ful for the working classes; we have not done anything yet
in that direction, we have not even yet a principle or an
international price-list.* Before we can do anything we
must know the value of labour and have complete free-
dom of exchange. At present we are hampered in every
direction. The little producer cannot stand against the
large one, we must enable the little one to have a fair
chance. Until you have settled in your mind by what proc-
ess this can be brought about you will not arrive at any
practical result. I should like Cit. Jung’s opinion on the
special question of the watch trade; some say the English
could produce as cheaply as the Swiss, if they liked, others
maintain the contrary.

Cit. Jung said: I consider the English system wrong.
The Swiss have made their watches to sell, the English
have treated them like a scientific apparatus for keeping
time and they stick to that system in the commonest kind.
In Switzerland a great deal of machinery is used which
even the largest manufacturers in this country will not
purchase. In Switzerland the workmen get a great many
watches of the same size and kind at a time which is

* The words “or an international price-list” were inserted
later.—Ed.
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never the case in this country. They carry on the same
system as a hundred years ago and as long as that is
persevered in they will not be able to compete with the
Swiss. There are many clever workmen here but they can
only do one particular thing; if they are required to do
anything different they come to a deadlock. The English
watchmaker earns comparatively less than the Swiss. The
English watches used to be very unsightly things that
nobody would wear for show; they have made great prog-
ress lately and the Swiss make progress in time keeping.
About 95 out [of] every hundred watches worn in this
country are Swiss. Those imported from France are made
by Swiss who have settled there. But the Swiss cannot
compete with the English in the high-priced watches. An
English £20 watch cannot be equalled in Switzerland and
cannot be made for the same price.

Cit. Bradnick said: I should like to say a few words res-
pecting the ribbon trade. The English are in the same way
as in the watch trade. Our goods were heavier and more
durable, the French looked better and required less silk
and the ladies preferred the French. The English had to
label their goods French to sell them. Great improvements
have been made but we are not yet up to the French, but
the distance that separates us has been considerably short-
ened.

Cit. W. Hales said the French are far ahead in figured
ribbons and in dyes. Free Trade has injured the English
but not to the extent they pretended; it is more used as a
lever to reduce wages. The workmen of St. Etienne com-
plain the same as here; who is the injured party then? When
the treaty came into operation there was enough stock
in Coventry to last for years and as the manufacturers had
made up their minds to be ruined it was thrown in the
market at once. Besides, by the introduction of the steam-
loom one man can do as much as four used to do with the
handloom. Through the American war?? the French mar-
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kets were closed so that a double stock was thrown upon
the English market.

Cit. Harris said he was in favour of reciprocity to ex-
change equal values of labour. The Manchester School
leaves the labourer out of the question. The root of the evil
was at work before Free Trade was introduced. We were
told that 20 masters would look after one man; the emigra-
tion movement is the answer to that. Figures are delusive,
exports and imports are no indication to the people’s well-
being. Pauperism and crime had increased since the estab-
lishment of Free Trade, the work-people are in a bad state
everywhere. We must have nothing to do with either
Free Traders or Protectionists.*

Chairman J. COHN
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL**

February 823

Members present: Dupont, Cohn, Eccarius, Harris, Jung,
Milner, Serraillier, Weston.

Cit. Cohn in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
with the rectification of an omission confirmed.

A letter from Geneva stated that the questions asked
the other day in the Egalité had not proceeded from the
section but only from the editors, and that the section had
protested against the attack. The Progrés was not the
paper of the section. The same congress2¥% that had appoint-
ed the Federal Committee had also appointed the staff of

* The Minutes break off here, then follow three empty lines, and
then the signatures.—Ed.
** The Minutes are in Eccarius's hand on pp. 43-44 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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the Egalité but this momentary abdication of the func-
tions of the Federal Committee was now at an end; the
Committee would manage the paper themselves. Robin
and Perron had tried to kill the paper. The section had
full confidence in the General Council, and was satisfied
with the reasons given for not publishing a bulletin.*
They wished to know if [the] Council was satisfied with
their explanation; it was unanimously agreed that the
explanation was satisfactory.

A letter from Paris was received containing an applica-
tion for the affiliation of the Prolétaires Positivistes So-
ciety, which was ratified. It was further stated that many
sections were being reorganised, that a new one was to
be established at St. Denis and that as soon as they were
in working order they would form a Central Committee
to facilitate the correspondence. The police had not
troubled them lately.

Credentials were asked for Johannard and Combault,**
which were unanimously granted on the proposition of
Cit. Dupont, seconded by Cit. Jung.

A letter from Amsterdam, accompanied by a draft of
rules for the establishment of a Central Committee con-
nected with the trade societies, was received, and the
opinion of the Council asked upon the rules.

Cit. Jung and Serraillier were instructed to examine
them.

Cit. Cohn made a statement respecting an intended strike
by the cigar-makers of Belgium and the importation of
Belgian workmen to work under shop price. The board of
management had drawn up an address to the Belgians
which they wished to communicate to the Council and
have translated, but not gratuitously.

Cit. Walker, the Secretary of the Cigar-Makers’ Asso-

* See pp. 355-56 of the present volume.—Ed.
** The words ““and Combault” were inserted later.—Ed.
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ciation, read the address which was generally approved of.
Citizens Eccarius and Jung undertook the translation.
Cit. Milner gave notice that he would move on some
future occasion that the desirability of making an Inter-
national Price-Book to promote direct exchanges between
organised bodies of working men be considered.
The Council then adjourned.

Chairman G. MILNER
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL*

February 15

Members present: Dupont, Eccarius, Harris, Jung, Less-
ner, Milner, Riihl, Serraillier, Townshend, Weston.

Cit. Milner in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

Cit. Dupont had received a long letter from Lyons, but
had not had time to read it yet. It had reference to a dif-
ference existing amongst the older and the younger mem-
bers of the Association in that town.

It was agreed to hand the matter over to the Sub-Com-
mittee to report upon.2%

A protest against the proceedings of the French Govern-
ment in the Rochefort affair, published by the Paris mem-
bers of the Association, was communicated.

Citizens Dupont and Serraillier thought the movement
to erect barricades had been spontaneous.2%

Cit. Riihl presented credentials as delegate from the
German Arbeiter-Bildungs-Verein. He was admitted.

Cit. Dupont had received copies of a new paper

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 44-45 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.

14*
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published by the Rouen section under the title of La Réfor-
me Sociale. To evade the depositing of caution money ar-
rangements had been made to print it in Belgium. £700 had
been collected for the weavers on strike.

There seemed to be no inclination to make progress
in the matter of the International Price-Book and the Coun-
cil adjourned.

B. LUCRAFT, Chairman

J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL*
February 22

Members present: Dupont, Eccarius, Hales J., Harris,
Jung, Lessner, Milner, Riihl, Serraillier, Stepney, Town-
shend, Weston, Lucraft.

Cit. Lucraft in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

Letters were received from Sheffield stating that the
Surgical Instrument-Makers’ Society was dissolved; from
Mr. Gregory of Florida announcing his intention of com-
ing to England to engage emigrants; from R. Hume of
Long Island on the labour movement in America; from
Neumayer of Vienna asking advice about the trial in which
[he] was involved.?7

The last letter was referred to the Sub-Committee.

A letter was also received from the Council of the Sun-
day League applying for rent.

The Secretary was instructed to send a suitable reply
and state the reasons why the rent had accumulated.

Cit. Jung read extracts from papers to the effect that

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 45-46 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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the dwellings of all the Paris members who signed the
declaration about the Rochefort affair had been searched
and that a warrant was issued against Combault. At Jo-
hannard’s, letters from Dupont had been found which, the
papers stated, gave evidence of a conspiracy against the
emperor. The engineer Mégy who had shot the policeman
had been in possession of a ball ticket to the Tuileries.

At Naples a search had been made at the meeting-place
of the International for papers, without a search warrant
being produced by the police officer. The president, sec-
retary, and a lawyer who had protested against it as ille-
gal had been arrested. The Association consisted of 3,000
members and had existed two years without ever inter-
fering in politics.

The Réveil contained a paragraph from a Spanish paper
according to which the governments of Austria, Italy, and
France are going to* take rigorous measures against the
International. The Madrid section has entered an action
for libel against a paper that accuses the Association there
of getting money from abroad to create disorder.

Cit. Jung stated that he had seen the Secretary of the
City Branch of the Shoemakers; they were in a bad state,
but would soon pay their contributions.

Cit. Milner moved and Townshend seconded that the
secretaries be instructed to appeal to the affiliated socie-
ties at home and abroad for contributions. Carried unan-
imously.

The International Price-Book motion was again
adjourned.

A. A. WALTON, Chairman

JOHN GEORGE ECCARIUS, Sec.

* Here the words ‘“‘arrest the” are crossed out in the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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COUNCIL MEETING*
March 1

Members present: Dupont, Eccarius, Jung, Lessner, Mil-
ner, Riihl, Walton, Weston.

Cit. Walton in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

A letter from Paris announced the establishment of a
German section at Paris.2%

In answer to an inquiry contained in the letter it was
resolved that the section should correspond directly with
the General Council.

Cit. Dupont stated Varlin had been released from
prison.2%

Cit. Jung stated that at Besangon subscriptions had been
collected for La Réforme Sociale and a section of the
Association had been established. At Lille and Roubaix
sections had likewise been established. More searches had
been made. The German socialists of Paris had protested
against Varlin’s arrest.300

Cit. Lintern attended from the Tottenham Court Road
branch of the Amalgamated Carpenters and Joiners. He
was unanimously admitted.

Cit. Dupont excused the absence of Serraillier, and Jung
that of Marx.

The Sub-Committee was summoned to meet on Satur-
day.301

The Council then adjourned.

J. COHN, Chairman
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Sec.

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 46-47 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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MEETING OF THE COUNCIL*
March 8

Members present: Cohn, Dupont, Eccarius, Harris, Jung,
Lessner, Milner, Stepney, Serraillier, Townshend.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

A letter was received from the American correspondent
R. Hume containing the writer’s views on the labour
question.302

A letter from the Velvet-Weavers of Lyons made
application for particulars respecting the same trade in
London and wished to enter into correspondence with the
London Velvet-Weavers.

Citizens Hales and Milner were appointed to wait on
the Velvet-Weavers.

A letter was received from Cit. Richard from Lyons
announcing that a great delegate meeting was to be held
on the 13th, and asked for 3,000 cards.

Cit. Dupont was instructed to send the cards.

THE SUB-COMMITTEE MADE
THE FOLLOWING REPORT:

Citizens! The Lyonese section of the International
Working Men's Association, in virtue of a resolution passed
at the Congress of Basle, 1869, to the effect that the
General Council shall act as umpire in cases where dif-
ferences arise between members of the Association, has
appealed to the Council to decide between Albert Richard
on one side and Schettel, Cormier, A. Blanc, Chanoz and
Vindry on the other side, the latter being members of the
old section of Lyons.

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 47-48 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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The General Council, having examined the documents
sent by that section, declares the accusations made to be
without the least foundation and confirms the verdict of
the two special commissions appointed on that subject:
the first at the Congress of Lausanne, 1867, and the second
at Geneva, 1869, and maintains Albert Richard in the post
of Corresponding Secretary of the International Working
Men's Association conformably to the Rules and Regula-
tions.

Considering also that the call made by the old members
upon the radical burgesses to give a decision in this case
which ought only to have been known to the members of
the Association is contrary to the Rules, spirit, and interest
of the Association and of a nature of profiting the enemies,
the General Council censures energetically the conduct
of the old members of the section.

The General Council takes advantage of the position
in which it is placed by this misunderstanding to remind
all the members of the Association that before any publica-
tion or any public action it should be apprised of it, as
this mode of proceeding is calculated to excite personal
animosities which should be carefully avoided at all times,
and produces divisions in our ranks, and can only be
useful to our adversaries at a time when all the activity,
all the strength, and all the energy of our members should
be concentrated for the speedy triumph of the principles
of the International Working Men’s Association.

The report was unanimously adopted3® and the Council
adjourned.

THOMAS MOTTERSHEAD, March 15th*

JOHN GEORGE ECCARIUS

* This is the day when the Minutes were confirmed.—Ed.
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MEETING OF THE COUNCIL*
March 15

Members present: Dupont, Eccarius, Hales J., Jung,
Lessner, Lintern, Lucraft, Marx,** Milner, Mottershead.

Cit. Mottershead in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

A letter was received from the editor of the Bee-Hive
repudiating the charge of the Secretary*** that Mr. Hume’s
letter in the report of the previous week had been
burked.

A letter was received from the Secretary**** of the
Prolétaires Positivistes of Paris containing the conditions
of admission to the society. They admit no royalists, no
theologians, no metaphysicians, no doctrine which is not
based on demonstrable laws. They profess to be Repub-
lican Socialists. They contend that wealth is of social
origin, but in its appropriation private rights must be
respected. They aim at social regeneration without God
or King and hope to bring it about by the propagation of
the positivist doctrine.

Cit. Marx said they were against every religion but
Comte’s, but their rules were too exclusive and contrary
to the General Rules of the Association.30%%

Cit. Lucraft enquired why they had been asked those
particulars.

Cit. Dupont replied that they had been asked for their
rules and by-laws and this was the answer.

Cit. Milner proposed that Cit. Dupont be instructed to
point out the discrepancy in his reply.

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 49-50 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.

** Marx’'s name was inserted later.—Ed.
*** Eccarius.—Ed.
*+++ Laporte.—Ed.
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Cit. Marx, Mottershead and others were against admit-
ting them as positivists.

Cit. Dupont considered them wrong but thought it would
be impolitic to refuse their admission as they took an
active part in the movement.

Upon reference to the Minutes it was stated that they
had already been admitted.*

Cit. Milner’s proposition was then agreed to.

A letter from Cit. Varlin stated that the Association
was being resuscitated at Paris. There were now five trade
societies that had adhered, and Cit. Durand was endeav-
ouring to form a jewellers’ section because the whole
society will not join. Cit. Varlin had been delegated by
the Paris members to attend the meeting at Lyons.305 It
had been agreed to federalise the Paris sections.3%6 He
had been imprisoned 14 days and let loose again without
having been asked a single question.

Cit. Lucraft gave notice that he would bring on the
question of La Branche Francaise** for consideration at
a future meeting.

A long conversation then ensued respecting the velvet
trade, after which the Council adjourned.

J. COHN

JOHN GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary

COUNCIL MEETING***
March 22

Members present: Cohn, Dupont, Eccarius, Jung, Lessner,
Mottershead, Riihl, Serraillier, Weston.
Cit. Cohn in the chair.

* See p. 210 of the present volume.—Ed.
** Reference is to the French branch in London.—Ed. .
*** The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 50-51 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

A letter from the German section of Paris was received
applying for cards and the English Labour Organ.

The Secretary was instructed to reply and refer to
Pindy for cards.

Another letter was received from the German section
of New York containing certain suggestions.

It was agreed to refer the letter to the German Secretary
for America.307

Cit. Jung read a letter from Ph. Becker of Geneva, who
stated that he had joined the editorial staff of the Egalité
to prevent mischief. He felt rather annoyed at the questions
put to him by the Swiss Secretary* which he designated
the pupil catechising the schoolmaster. He had been told
by the Paris [German] section that the Council had
ordered to correspond with London, which he interpreted
as trying to discard him.308 Cit. Jung observed that
the Paris correspondent had not informed Becker that
he had inquired whether they might correspond with
London.

The Secretary was instructed to mention it in his reply
to Paris and Cit. Jung in his reply to Becker.

Ph. Becker further stated that he had never received
any money from Goegg** for the General Council, and only
last month £2 for the Geneva Committee; he thought there
was an intrigue going on.

A letter from Geneva announced the formation of a
Russian section and applied for its affiliation.30® The
spreading of the International movement into Russia, it
was stated, would be an effectual check to Pan-Slavism.
The preliminary work had so far succeeded that corres-
pondences had been entered into with Poles, Czechs, and

* Jung.—Ed.
** See p. 202 of the present volume.—Ed.
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Slavonians. The section desired Cit. Marx to become their
representative at the Council because the practical char-
acter of the movement was so similar in Germany and
Russia, the writings of Marx were so generally known and
appreciated by the Russian youth, and he had always
exposed the sinister proceedings of the so-called Russian
patriots. On no account would they accept any Russian
resident of London for their representative. The section
does not agree with Bakunin. They are going to expose
such as advocate one principle in the West and another in
the East.

The affiliation was unanimously carried.

The letter from Paris announced the adhesion of the
Lithographic Printers’ Society, numbering 350 members,*
and the voting of the contributions out of the funds. The
addresses of the trade [societies] of Vienna, Berlin, and
London were desired to enter into correspondence for the
purpose of arranging a uniform tariff.

The Secretary was instructed to write to the London
compositors to ascertain particulars.

The Tin-Plate Workers of Paris, numbering 250 members,
also announced their adhesion.

The affiliations were unanimously carried.

General Cluseret of New York was appointed corres-
pondent of the Association.

Letters were also received from Richard of Lyons and
Bastelica of Marseilles stating that the meeting of the
13th instant had been a great success.310

The Council adjourned at 11 o’clock.

B. LUCRAFT, Chairman
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary

* The words “numbering 350 members” were inserted later. The
original version of “300 and 400 members” was corrected to
350 members”.—Ed.
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MEETING OF THE COUNCIL*
March 29

Members present: Dupont, Eccarius, Harris, Jung,
Lessner, Lintern, Lucraft, Ruhl, Serraillier, Stepney,
Townshend.

Cit. Lucraft in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

A letter from the German Labour Union of New York
applied for Congress reports and Rules.311

A letter from Basle announced that the various sections
of that town, with the exception of the mother section,
had merged into one, but that section stands out to the
grief of the rest, who desire them to be excluded.

The Swiss Secretary** was instructed to refer them to
the Central Committee of Switzerland, whose duty it was
to inquire into the matter and report to the Council.

A letter from Barcelonnette applied for credentials for
Cit.*** to establish a section in that town. The applicant
stated that he was an old member of the Marseilles Sailors’
Society, that he was now a professor of physics in the
employment of government, having chosen that in pref-
erence to becoming a soldier. His principles had brought
about his transposition from Marseilles to Barcelonnette,
which was a step downward. There was [no] special
industry in the town, only artisans and rural labourers.

The credentials were granted.

Cit. Jung announced that a congress was to be held
of the Romance sections of Switzerland and a Spanish
congress at Madrid. He proposed that Cit. Serraillier write

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on p. 52 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.

** Jung.—Ed.
*** Reference is to Charles Alerini.—Ed.
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to Madrid to remind the section that they had not yet
conformed to the Rules. Cit. Dupont seconded. Carried.
A unanimous vote expressing the sympathy of the
Council with Cit. Marx on account of his continued illness
was passed.312
The Council [adjourned] at a quarter past 10 o’clock.

JOHN HALES, Chairman
JOHN GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL*
April 5

Members present: Dupont, Eccarius, Hales J., Hales W.,
Jung, Lessner, Maurice, Milner, Mottershead, Serraillier,
Stepney, Townshend.

Cit. J. Hales in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

A letter was received from the Sunday League renewing
the application for arrears of rent.

A letter from the Painters’ Society of Paris, numbering
500 members, applied for affiliation.

A letter from Besanc¢on applied for Rules.

A letter from Brest announced the formation of a section
consisting of 14 members and applied for affiliation.
Constant Ledoré correspondent.

A letter from Paris announced that a mutual credit
section was in course of formation.

The affiliations were ratified and the correspondents
admitted.

Cit. Eccarius announced that Neumayer of Vienna
Newtown* had been acquitted.313

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 52-53 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.

* Wiener-Neustadt.—Ed.
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Cit. Petersen of the Paris German section was present
and stated that he was about to go to Denmark on a visit.

On the proposition of Cit. Lessner credentials were
unanimously granted to establish sections or correspond-
ences as he might deem advisable.

Cit. Jung stated that the Engineers were willing to
receive a deputation on Thursday night.

As the Secretary was not able to attend that night Cit.
Dupont was appointed in his place.

Respecting the financial affairs Cit. Jung proposed that
Cit. Dupont should write to Paris, and Cit. Serraillier
volunteered to write to Brussels.

Cit. Jung further suggested that the Congress programme
might be drawn up and sent out which would be an
inducement for the sections to bring up their contributions.

Cit. Milner considered that the best proposition of all.

Cit. Hales was for a financial statement being drawn
up as to the indispensable expenditure and gave notice
that he would move that a finance committee be appointed
on the next meeting night.

The Council adjourned at half past 10.

H. JUNG, Chairman
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL*
April 12

Members present: Dupont, Eccarius, Jung, Lessner,
Marx, Pfdnder, Serraillier.

Cit. Jung in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

* The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 54-55 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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A letter from Varlin of Paris announced that he had
been to Lille to inaugurate a trade union organisation
under the auspices of the Association. The various trade
societies would be directed by a Federal Council.

The commercial employees of Dijon had announced
their adhesion to the Association in [a] letter to Varlin.

Cit. Jung had received a long letter from La Chaux-de-
Fonds announcing a split at the congress. In consequence
of a majority having voted for the admission of the Social-
Democratic Alliance of Geneva, the Geneva and La Chaux-
de-Fonds delegates had withdrawn and continued the con-
gress by themselves.3%

The reading of the letter was postponed and Cit. Jung
instructed to write to both parties for full particulars.

Cit. Marx had received an application for credentials
from Rotterdam,315 the applicant accused someone to act
with false credentials.

Cit. Marx further announced that complaints were made
by members of the Association abroad about the conduct
of the Bee-Hive and gave notice to bring the matter on for
consideration at the next meeting.

On the recommendation of Cit. Lafargue, Cit. Marx
proposed that credentials be given to Henri Verlet of
Paris, who is editor of a free thought* journal.**
Carried.316

Cit. Dupont*** called the attention of the Council to
the severe sentences passed upon the miners imprisoned
in consequence of the strike at Creusot, and proposed that
the Council should issue an address.

The proposition was carried and Citizens Marx and
Dupont appointed to draw up the address.317

Cit. Jung reported the interview with the Council of
the Amalgamated Engineers. The Council was willing to

* The original text gave “free trade journal”.—Ed.
** La Libre Pensée.—Ed,
*** Jung’s name was first inserted and then crossed out.—Ed.
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enter into communications with the Engineers of Germany
and France and desired particulars as to the state and
administration of the Engineers’ Societies in the respective
countries. The Council had agreed to forward the par-
ticular questions to be replied to in writing.

The secretaries for France and Germany were instructed
to apply for the particulars.318

Cit. Jung thought that a little more caution should be
used in future in giving credentials than had been used
in the case of Citizen Petersen.*

The Secretary stated that Cit. Petersen was an old
adherent of the Socialist Party, he was a member of the
German branch of Paris and was going on a visit to
Copenhagen where he might open communications that
were much required.

The Council adjourned at half past 10 o’clock.

JOHN WESTON, Chairman
J. G. ECCARIUS, Secretary

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL**
April 19

Members present: Dupont, Eccarius, Harris, Jung, Marx,
Maurice, Stepney, Serraillier, Weston.

Cit. Weston in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

A letter was received from the New York correspondent
Hume accompanied by a memorial asking for the appoint-
ment of special representatives for the different national-
ities in various countries.

* See p. 223 of the present volume.—Ed.

** The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 55-56 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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Cit. Marx disagreed with the memorial as the different
nationalities were represented on the Council and the
rest must be left to the correspondents of the Associa-
tion.319

The letter pointed out that the trade union movement
tended to assume the form of secret societies in the United
States. This was confirmed by a letter from the German
correspondent of New York who appealed to the Council
to interfere by trying to dissuade Hume and Jessup from
taking part in it.

It was agreed that the Council was, under existing
circumstances, not in a position to decide upon the merits
of the question but that the Secretary should solicit
information as to what was the cause that necessitated
secret societies in America.

Cit. Jung announced that the new party in Switzerland
had established a newspaper* and styled themselves the
real party.320 There were some discrepancies between the
statements of the two parties. He had received a long
letter from the old Swiss Secretary** who had withdrawn
from the Committee. The constituency of the new Com-
mittee numbered about 600, that of the Geneva Committee
about 2,000 members.

Cit. Serraillier announced the receipt of a letter from
Brussels stating that it had been delayed on purpose of
accompanying it with part of the contributions but the
money had not yet come in. There was no resolution
respecting the French branch on the Congress Minutes,32!

Cit. Marx gave notice to call the attention of the
Council to the conduct of the Bee-Hive. ***

Cit. Charles Murray was admitted as delegate from the
West End Bootclosers.

* La Solidarité.—Ed.
** perret.—Ed.
«*+ This sentence was inserted later.—Ed.
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Cit. Flourens322 and Lullier were nominated by Dupont
and Serraillier.
The Council adjourned at 11 o’clock.

JOHN HALES, Chairman
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Gen. Sec.

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL*
April 26

Members present: Applegarth, Boon, Dupont, Eccarius,
Hales J., Jung, Milner, Mottershead, Pfidnder, Riihl, Lessner,
Marx, Serraillier, Stepney.

Cit. Hales in the chair.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

Cit. Marx announced that the Dutch and the Flemish
sections had held a congress and that the Association
was spreading in Holland.323

Cit. Jung announced that he had received a letter from
Guillaume stating that all the particulars would appear
in the Solidarity** and expressing a hope that the Council
would not decide hastily.324

A letter from Cit. Petersen of Copenhagen announced
the foundation of a Democratic Society which might
become a section of the International. Documents were
asked for and a wish expressed to appoint Cit. Cohn
Corresponding Secretary for Denmark.325

A letter from Cit. Bastelica of Marseilles announced the
establishment of new sections in the Department of the
Var, at Cogolin, Gonfaron, La Garde-Freinet, Collobriéres.

* The Minutes are in Eccarius's hand on pp. 56-59 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
** La Solidarité.—Ed.
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An address from the Paris painters to the London
painters was received.

Cit. Jung proposed that a deputation should wait on the
London painters to present the address.

The proposition was agreed to and Citizens Applegarth,
Hales, and Jung were appointed as the deputation.

Cit. Dupont announced that the Paris sections had
re-established their Central Committee326 who had issued
an address against the plebiscite. Among the names
attached to the address were those [of] Camélinat, Com-
bault, Franquin, Lafargue, Reymond, Berthoumieu.327

Cit. Marx proposed that the Council should cut off all
connections with the Bee-Hive.328 He said it had sup-
pressed our resolutions and mutilated our reports and de-
layed them so that the dates had been falsified, even the
mention that certain questions respecting the Irish prison-
ers were being discussed had been suppressed.

Next to that, the tone of the Bee-Hive was contrary to
the Rules and platform of the Association. It preached
harmony with the capitalists, and the Association had
declared war against the capitalists’ rule.

Besides this, our branches abroad complained that by
sending our reports to the Bee-Hive we gave it a moral
support and led people to believe that we endorsed its
policy. We would be better without its publicity than
with it.

On the Irish Coercion Bill3?9 it had not said a word
against the government.

Cit. Mottershead said the sooner every honest man cut
the Bee-Hive the better. He seconded the proposition.

Cit. Jung said he had been ashamed to send it abroad.
He had often been asked how it was that the Bee-Hive
was so far behind. It perverted the labour movement. He
wished that the break should be made public. One thing
was rather awkward, it was that some members of the
Council belonged to the Bee-Hive Committee as well and
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if a declaration was published against the Bee-Hive their
position would become untenable either in one place or the
other.

Cit. Applegarth thought he had a bad case in hand.
Some time ago a change of proprietorship had occurred
and the paper had been offered to the Labour Representa-
tion League3¥ to manage it as it liked. He had thought it
might yet be a good paper and through that his name had
got on the committee but he valued his connection with
the International far too much not to cheerfully resign his
post on the Bee-Hive.

Cit. Milner thought it was below the dignity of the
Council as an international body to entertain the question
of the policy of the Bee-Hive.

Cit. Mottershead entertained all the contempt that
Milner did but the break must be made public on account
of the Association abroad. He confirmed Cit. Applegarth’s
statements as to getting his name on the Bee-Hive Com-
mittee. The outside public, he said, never think and they
look upon the Bee-Hive as the working men’s paper. It
used to be milk and water, the milk has evaporated, it
is only water now.

Cit. Milner said: if it was to be made public a simple
resolution would not do; the reasons ought to be given.

The proposition was unanimously carried.

Upon the proposition of Cit. Applegarth, it was unani-
mously resolved that Cit. Marx should draw up a declara-
tion for publication and submit it at the next meeting.*

Cit. Marx desired that the issuing of an address con-
cerning the Creusot trials should be postponed.** From
everywhere money was sent, and it would have a bad
effect if London sent only words. Agreed.

The Secretary mentioned that a notice to appoint a

* See pp. 239-40 of the present volume.—Ed.
** See p. 224 of the present volume.—Ed.
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finance committee had not been considered at a previous
meeting.*

Citizens Mottershead and Hales spoke in favour of such
a committee to procure the necessary funds.

Cit. Applegarth moved and Lessner seconded that a
finance committee be appointed. Carried.

It was further unanimously resolved that Citizens
Mottershead, Lucraft, and Harris be the finance committee.

The Council adjourned at half past 10 o’clock.

R. APPLEGARTH, Chairman
J. GEORGE ECCARIUS, Secretary

MEETING OF THE [COUNCIL]**
May 333

Members present: Cohn, Dupont, Applegarth, Eccarius,
Hales John, Hales Wil., Harris, Jung, Lessner, Marx, Riihl,
Lucraft, Murray, Stepney, Townshend.

Cit. Applegarth in the chair. The Minutes of the previous
meeting were read and confirmed.

A letter was read from Cit. Stepney stating that as
the secretary’s salary was very small and as it was desir-
able that the Council should have a place where all the do-
cuments of the Association could be deposited he should
make a donation of £10 to the funds. A second letter from
Cit. Stepney announced that in consequence of the occur-
rences at Paris he should resign his office as treasurer.

The Secretary added that Cit. Stepney had verbally
stated to him that he considered impolitic that a man of
his social position should occupy so prominent a place
in a working men’s association, that no change whatever
had occurred in his sentiments respecting the aims and
objects of the Association.

* See p. 223 of the present volume.—Ed.
** The Minutes are in Eccarius’s hand on pp. 59-61 of the Minute
Book.—Ed.
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Cit. Hales J. proposed that in consideration of the
reasons given the resignation be accepted and the thanks
of the Council expressed for his aid and sympathies, which
was unanimously carried.

The Chairman then communicated what had passed to
Cit. Stepney who reiterated his assurance of support to,
and sympathies with, the Association.

Cit. Jung announced the receipt of a letter from a young
Belgian professor residing at present in Wales, who desired
to become a member of the Association and act as one
of its most devoted champions.

A letter from Cit. Richard of Lyons announced the
formation of a new section at Richard,* and Cit. Varlin
was travelling to establish new branches. The letter
contained a cheque for £6 7s., of which 10 fr. were for
the St. Etienne section, the rest for Lyons.

Cit. Marx then called the attention of the Council to
the circumstances that many members of the Association
had been arrested in France and that the government
papers had endeavoured to spread it abroad that the Asso-
ciation was implicated in a pretended plot against the
emperor.332 To refute those insinuations he proposed the
following**:

On the occasion of the last pretended complot, the
French Government has not only arrested many members
of our Paris and Lyons sections, but insinuated by its
organs that the International Working Men’s Association
is an accomplice of that pretended complot. According to
the tenor of our Statutes, it is certainly the special mission
of all our branches in England, on the Continent, and in
the United States, to act not only as centres for the
organisation of the working class, but also to aid, in their
different countries, all political movements tending to the

* A mistake. Should be Lyons.—Fd.
** Here, p. 60, a sheet of paper is pasted into the Minute Book
with the text of the resolution in Marx’s hand.—Ed.
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accomplishment of our ultimate end, viz., the economical
emancipation of the working class. At the same time,
these Statutes bind all the sections of our Association
to act in open daylight. If our Statutes were not formal
on that point, the very nature of an Association which
identifies itself with the working classes, would exclude
from it every form of secret society. If the working classes,
who form the great bulk of all nations, who produce all
their wealth, and in the name of whom even the usurping
powers always pretend to rule, conspire, they conspire
publicly, as the sun conspires against darkness, in the full
consciousness that without their pale there exists no
legitimate power.

If the other incidents of the complot denounced by the
French Government are as false and unfounded as its
insinuations against the International Working Men’s
Association, this last complot will worthily range with
its two predecessors of grotesque memory.33 The noisy
and violent measures against our French sections are
exclusively intended serving one single purpose—the
manipulation of the plebiscite.*

Cit. Harris seconded the proposal, which was adopted
unanimously and ordered to be signed and a copy handed
to the newspaper reporters Coningsby and Hartwell, who
were present by special permission. Copies were also
ordered to be sent to the newspapers abroad.334

It was then agreed that six months’ rent should be
paid.**

Cit. Jung nominated and Serraillier seconded Citizens
Agossa and Bora to become members of the Council.

The Council adjourned at half past 10 o’clock.

THOMAS MOTTERSHEAD
May 10th, 1870
* The insert ends here. See p. 93 of the present volume.—Ed.

** Here the words “The Council adjourned at half past 10 o’clock”
are crossed out in the MS.—Ed.
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MEETING OF THE COUNCIL*
May 10

Members present: Dupont, Eccarius, Harris, Jung,
Lessner, Maurice, Murray, Milner, Lucraft, Riihl, Serraillier,
Stepney, Mottershead, Weston.

Cit. Mottershe