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" The period of gressi italist devel The publishers of Council Correspondence see in
is historically closed. The decline period of capl- the u:'in? self-initiative of the workers and in the
tal, @ permanent condition of crisis, compels to growth of their self-cons-inusness the essential ad-
ever greater convulsions of economy, to new im- vance of the labor movement. We therefore com-
perialistic and military conflicts, to ever increas- bat the leadership policy of the old labor move-
ing unemployment and to general and absolute ment, and call upon the workers to take their fate
impoverishment_of the workers. Thus is given the n their own hands, fo set aside the capitalist
»‘: r n?r"”“Forfho M.I l"‘ mode of production and th Ives to admini:
thcci:m:n'l'y' 'choeu rc:r:fvﬁomry v:y o‘:a‘? :h":ﬁ and direct pro_duc'ion and fﬁ’"ib‘fﬁoﬁ in °°?°.'d'
leads fo the communist society. No one can de- ance with social rules having wniversal validity.
prive the workers of this fask, which must be As o fighting slogan and statement of goal we
carried owt by the class itself. propose:

All power fo the workers' counsilsl The messs of predesties in the hands of the Workers!
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TO OUR READERS, CONTRIBUTORS, AND SUBSCRIBERS

FELLOW-WORKERS:

Beginning January,1938,the COUNCIL CORRESPQONDENCE
will appear in printed form, with a new format,and
under a new name.

It has long been our degire to create a magazine of
grea?er attraction and of wider arpeal, and to
multiply the iesues of tae reriodical so as to reach
& larger audience.Thig Project has rendered obsolete
the old mimeograph method of Publication.

-The new magazine will be called LIVING MARXISM,with
INTERNATICEAL COU%CIL CORRFSPONDEICE as a subtitle
to denote the rocts of the magazine., A statement o
ite Principles and policy will appear in the firset

ssue.

Because of the expense involved in the prirting,we
must, however, reluctantly, increase the price to

15 cent for each issue and to 2 1.50 for each yearly
8ubgcription.Since this raige in price alone will not
€nable us tc meet the expensge,wve are compelled to ask
our friends to contribute as much ae possible to thie
Project.The number of our subscribers must be in-
Cteaged; the circulation must be raiged;donations to
the Press Fund must be forthcoming. Cnly -with the
help of our readers may we carry through our plans.

COUNCIL CORRESPONDENCE




THE MATERIALISTIC INTERPRETATICN GF FISTIRY

Tne eccnoric conditicrs, which we corsidsr as the
determinztive bagis in the higtcry of suciety, we
undersgtand to be the manrer in which men in a given
scttiety proiuse their msans of sudbsgietence and tae
ways in which they effect the excharnse ¢f products
amung themselves. The entire technijue of production
ani transrortation is here included. According to cur
couception this technijue determines the mode of ex-
change, of dietritution of products, and, aftzr the
disintegration of the trival system, the divisica of
society into classes, the conditioans of master and
slave, of State, of politic , law, etc. Further,among
tne ecconomic conditions under which these phsacmena
obtain, must be includsd the geuvgraphical envirovaoment,
and alsc the actual remains of formsr rhases of econc-
mic evolution which often persisted by furce of
tradition, inertia, or because ¢f circumstances which
surrounds that form ¢f suciety.

Even if technigque largely depends on the condition of
science,yet,in a greater measure, does the latter
depend on the conditicn of and the need for technique.
If society is iu the need of the development of a
certain technique, this helps science more than ten
universitiesg. The science of hydrcstatics was the sole
result of the need that 1ltaly felt in the 15th and
17th centuries of controlling the course of her
torrents in the mountainsg. ¥e began ¢ understand the
science of electricity only wher we diecovere: its
practical applicatior.

¥e hcld, that in the final analysis, econumic condi-
tions constitute the determinative factor in histori-
cal evclution. Here, therefore,we must hold in view
two points: a) That the political, juridical,philo-
sophical, religious,literary, artistic, etc.,evolu-
tions are baged on the economic evolution. They all
re-act upon each other and upon the eccnonric basis.
It dces not mean that the econcmic factor is the sole
active sauge and all the others merely passive ef’gcte.
But the whole situation presents a mutual interacti-
cn among the various forces on the basis of ecoroulC
neceesity,which latter force ultimately prevails.The
State,for instance, exerts an influence by ueans of
protective tariffs, free exchange, gocd or btad
-revenue laws; and even the boundless stupidity and
impotence of the German petty bourzeoisie -—which grew
out of Germany's economic misery during the period
from 1648 to 1630, and which firet manifested its?lf
in piety, then in sentimentality and fawning gervili-
ty before the nobles and princes — was not without

e

its economic consequences. It wa, 8 2
obeFacl§e to trhe renaissance ang 329 ﬁgttgﬁaigfazist
until ?ne revolutionary and Napolianic wars maae %ﬂe
economic wrgtchgdness unbearable. distory ie not ab
some would imagine for the gake of their greater con-
venience, an automatic efiect of the econoric situa~
Flop, but men themstlves make their history. Certain
it 19_,however, that men act in ac2ordance with the
Ezgyalling conditions that dominatc their fieid of
ict¢on. And amorg these the econozic circumstances,
qu?ver much influenced by political and ideclugical
orces, are always of chief importance. Ir the final
reckoninz th2y constitute the decisive flactor arnd
form the golden turead waich guides the student to the
correct,all—comprehenSive,understanding of the gubject.

b) Men make their own histor
8 ¥, but not as the resu
of a general volition nor in éccordance with som: i
general plan, - not even in a given limited social
group. Men's aspirations eappose each other.Cut of this
cquumetanqe, in every gimilar group, ariees an impe-
rative Ne=d whose chance concoritant or accidentally
:s gt once the complement and the form of its manifes-
ation.The need .or necegsity which here underlies
every ghance aprearance ig in the end the economic
necesslty.'The su-called great mar aprears. But the
fact tpat it happens tc be a certain great man ,
aprearing at a certain time a% a certain given place
18 simply mere chance. But if we eliminate him there’
ariseg an i@uédiate demand for a substitute,and this
subgtitute ig in time found.That Napoleon became a
mil1ta;y dic?ator —-of which the French republic,ex-
hausted by civil wars, stoud iz need - was merest
chance;but that in the event pf Naroleon's non-appear-
ance there would have been another to occupy his pla-
ce 18 proven by the fact that in every instance in
wWhich there was such a need the man was found -Cae-
§:¥, Augus?us, Cromwell, etc. If it happrened to be
fx wpc dlscqyered the law of hietorical materialism,
yet Thierry, Mignet, Guizot, who up to 1850 were
writing English hietories, proves that such a notion
%lr?ady exlsted, and the discovery of the same idea
¥ lMorgan further proves that the times were ripe for
such an event ani the discovery was an imperative need.

énd 80 it is w;th every other true or aprarent acci-
b:ntali?y in history,The farther the field that we may
i eximlning recedes from the economic, and the nearer
eha%gy?Qachge the merely abstract ideolcgy,the more we
8 ind-injite evolution-such accidentalities ap-ear—
ng on.the 8cene, and the more doces the curve of its
evolution fluctuate.If one should attempt,however,to
trace the axis of this curve,one should find that the
longer the time period observed and the 1larger the
field thue treated, the more nearly does this axis run
parallel to the axis of the economic evolution.
F.Engels




THE ITALIAY CORPERATIVE STATE,

Fasoism has set itself the task of doingz away Witk the
class strugcle. The impossitle, "Peaceful coop3ration”
between exploiters and exploited, is to take its place.
In reality; fasciem only suppresses DY forge tng q}ass
struggle from below, and assures tnhereby the privileges
of the ruling class, The fascistic system attempte to
create the impression that it is capable of protecting,
at one and the same time, the interests of Both clasess,
To give the appearance that 1t would be possible to
protect also the werkers! interests, the ?hgory of yhe
corperative state was advanced, It goes without saying
that in reality such a "corperative state" is an impos-
sibility. Superficial observers could be led to belicve,
however, that the realization of the fascistic idcals

i3 a jueetion of time oily, in the same manner as some
people speak about the building wp of socialism in
Russia, In this respect it does not seem superfluous

to elaborate on the thoughts which Mussclini has preé-.
sentod in a book on "The Corperative State" (Valleochi
Editore Firence),

As early as Nov,14,1933, a "radical change in the ex-
ecutive policy of fascism with regard to the corpora-
tions" was announced at the general meeting of the
National Committee of the Corporations. In a lateﬁ
meeting, Mussoliri gave the following explanation:"The
Naticnal Council cf Corporations defines the corpora-
tione ae that instrument which, under the protecticn

of the state, realizes the integral, organic and un-
animous discipline of the productive forces, to fur ther
the development of wealth, political power and the well-
being of the Italian peopls; it dsclares that the nunber
of corporations necessary for the primary fislds of pro-
duction is to correspond fundamentally to the actual
needs of the national economy. It decrees that the Gen-
eral Staff of the corporations must include the Tepre-
sentatives of the administrative bodies, of the party,
capital, labor and of technijue. It defines as the
epecific task of the corporations: mediaticn, advisory
funct ions such as the important problems of obligatory
charactsr, and furthermore, thru the National Council,
the establishment of laws to regulate the economio ai-
tivity of the nation, It leaves to the great'fasc1st o
courcil the decision over the politico-organioc exp&n"d
sion along the lines of the existing constl§uticf, ar
in agresment with the rules of the corporations,

During subsequent comment on thesec pringip}ES, the s
question was put forward whether the existing 609903”
crisis is to be considered a crisis within the system,

Bufit o

or of the system, Mussoliri sugeests, as a way out of
the capitalistic orisis, that the state assumes the
leadership, The period of a liberal economy has passed,
according to him, and so have syndicates, cartels and
truste, The socialist solution of the problem (produc-
tion for use instead of for profit) is, of ccurse, re-
futed and so is that form called "state socialiSm“, as
existing in Russia, The fascist "sclution" - the estab-
lishment of a corporative state - is to guarantee "a
higher social justice."

The form of organization of the corporative state is
further discussed in the "Carta del Lavoro". Point 4
reads: "Under the mutual labor contract, solidarity
of the various groups active in the productive process
is expressed essentially in the fact that the contra-
dictory interests of employers and employees will be
settled somehow, and will be subordinated to the pro-
duction prooesa*.

It is admitted that employers and workers have coL-
flicting intereste; to bridge the gap between these
ocontradiotions is the work of the corporations, The
law of Feb, 5,1924 finally provides for 22 such cor-
porations: eight in the agricultural, industrial and
commercial field of production; eight in the field of
industrial and commercial distribution, and six for
commercial productive activity,

Delegates representing the fasoist party as well as
delegates in equal number representing employers and
employees will be sent to each corporation, Thus do

the representatives of the ruling party constitute the
decisive faotor, Their influenoe, indeed, is increased
thru the law of 1934 which, in article 2, Quotes: "The
corporations will be presided by a seoretary and under-
seoretary of state, or the secretary of the fascist
party", The aim of this system is very clear: transfer-
ring the class differences to a level where there are
only creatures of fasoism who at least guarantee "econ-
omic peace",

If the workers! representatives ocould be el=cted volun-
tarily, then the class oontradiotions within the mutual
professional bodies would be expressed much sharper
than, for instance, in the individual organizations in
demooratic countries, This ie well known to the Duce,
who, after all, enjoys a Marxian past and precisely for
this reason he created corporations for whole economio
branches and not for single industries or 1ndustr%al
products, Frankly, this is expressed as follows: The
principle aims to avoid the gshortcomings of the two
systems of the corporation, those for single products
or for single industries, Estapl ishing corporations for

ey




aingle products would mean to allow the opposition be-
tween employers and employees to rise again",

Thus the corporations are to bte regarded as a sort of
economic council, as we find them in democratic coun-
tries in addition to employers'! and employees'! organi-
zations., The difference is that in Italy these economic
councils play the decisive role, and the unions, which
exist at least nominally according to a decree in 1926,
function only as puppets, However, the situation was
evidently already planned by the said decree which con-
taine, under article 43, the following clause: "The
corporation is not an independent judiciary organ, dbut
is to be considered an administrative organ of the
state", Tne state determines its function axnd pays
the cost ¢f eadministration,

Tris statement, which we read under article 47 of the
same decree, is ridiculous: "Collective agreements are
to be concluded by the legally recognized trade unions,
All other collective agreements are void", Significant
is the phrase: "legally recognized", Althoughk article
II of the "Carta del Lavoro" of April 21,1927 reads:
"There exists professional and trade unicn organiza-
tional liberty", only the legally recognized organiza-
tions, thcse that are under the direct control of the
state, are entitled to "defend the interests of the
workers®,

It is of interest to note that even the brutal terror
of the fascist dictatorship deems it necessary to pre-
serve a "good appearance", The state which shigs its
soldiers to Abyssinia in order to use them as "volun-
teers" in Spain seems to have scruples against showing
openly that the ruling class is the capitalist class.
But the beautifully planned corperative system repre-
sents, in the final analysis, nothing more than s

class hungry for profits, exploiting the masses to the
limit in order to assure itself the necessary dividends.

- Hartwig -

NATIONAL LISERATICN MOVEMENTS ARE GOCD BUSINESS

" It is good business fuor the United States to kesp
Chira's vast but undeveloped resources out of Japanese
control,despite the short-sighted attitude, from the
viewpoint of their own eelf-interest, of some big
business men in this country. Secondly,China remaine
the greatest potential market and scurce of capital_
investrnent in ths world.Cur present stake in China'ls
but a tiny fraction of cur putential stake in a uni-
fied revived China.Political friendship may be a firet-—
rate business asset." The NEV MASCES (Comumuniat Party)
gept.17,1037.

THE PACSING OF MARXIAN CHTHODOXY,.

Bernstein - Kautsky - Luxeuburg - Lenin

Nothing reveals in such glaring colors the eunormous
contrasts which have existed in the last 3C years be-
tween the being and consciocusness, between the idecl-
ogy and the actuality of the prolctarian movement as
does the final issue of that great dispute whose first
passage at arms has coxe down in the anrals of party
plstory uwnder the name of the "Berastein Debats™, Hav-
ing to do with both the theory and the practice of the
socialist movement, it erupted publicly for the first
time in the german and international Social Democracy,
now a generation age, shortly after the death of
Friedrich Engels, When at that time Eiward Bernstein,
who was already able to look back upon impcrtant achieve-
ments in the field of iarxism, expressed for the first
time from his exile in London his "heretical" opinions
(drawn‘malnly from study of the english labor movement)
regarding the real relation between theory and practice
in the german and all-esuropean socialist movement of the
time, his views and designs wsre for the moment and still
for a long while thereafter, both among friends and foes,
uniformly misinterpreted and misunderstood,

In the entire bourgeois press and specialized literature
his work "Die Veoraussetzungen des Sozialismus und die
Aufoaben der Sozialdemokratie" (#) was greeted with
hymns of joy and showered with paens of praise, The
leader of the then just founded National Socialist
party--the social-imperialist ideclogist Friedrich
§aumann—declared in his sheet, without circumlccuticn:
Bernstein is our farthest advanced post in the camp
of the Social Democracy". And in broad circles of the
liberal bourgeoisie there existed at the time the con-
fidgnt hope that this first fundamental "revisionist"
of Marxism in the marxist camp would formally also
8eéparate himself from the socialidt movement and desert
to the bourgeois reform movement,

These hopes of the bourgeoisie found their counterpart
in a strong sentiment from the camp of the social-demo-
ratic party and trade-union movement af the time. How-
ever much the leaders of this movement were privately
clear on the point that Bernstein's "revision" of the
marxist program of the Social Demooracy was nothing
more than the public blurting out of the develorment
Which had long since besn accomplished in practice and

(#) Translated by Edith C, Harvey under the title"Evol-
utionary Socialism:A Criticism & Affirmation® and pub-
lished in London (1909) by the Induspendent Labor Party.
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thru which the social-democratic rmovement had been
transformed from a revolutionary class-struzcele move-
ment into a political and social refors mcvement,still
they took gocd care not to give utterance to this in-
ner knowledge toward the outside., Bernstein having
ended his book with his advice to the party that it
"might venture to appear what it is: a democratically
socialist reform party", he was ccnfidentially tapped
on the shoulder (in a private letter published later)
by that sly cld demagog of the party executive commit-
tee, Ignaz Auver, with the friendly warning: "My dear
Eddy, that is something which one does, but dces not
say." In thelr publioc utterances, all the practiocal

and thooretical spckesmen of the german and of the in-
ternational Social Democracy, the Bebels and Kautskys,
Victor Adlers and Flechanovs, and by whatever name

they are called, were oprosed to the insolent blabber
of the carefully guarded secret. At the party congress
in Hanover in 1499, in a four-day debate opened by
Bebel with a six-hour report, Bernstein was subjected
to a regular trial, He barely managed to avoid formal
exclusion from the party, For many years thersafter,
Bernstein was the butt of attack before the members

and the voters, in the press and party meetings, at

the great official party and trade-umion congresses;
and notwithstanding the fact that Bernstein's revision-
iem had already been victorious in the trade wicns and
finally was no longer to be resisted in the party
either, the anti-capitalist revolutionary "class-struz-
gle party" continued to te played without hesitation,
literally tc the very last moment--that is,until just
before the closing of the social peace pact of 1914,
followed by the pact of partnership between Capital and
Labor in 191&.

For this double-faced attitude toward the first serious
attempt at a theoretical formulation of the actual ends
and means of the bourgecis labor policy which they aoctu-
ally practiced, the practical and theoretical represen-
tatives of the policy pursued by the social-democratic
party executive and the affiliated trade-union apparatus
had their good reasons, Just as today the represcntatives
0f the ocommunist party apparatus in Russia and in all
national sections of the communist International, in
drder to veil the actual character of their policy,need
the pious legend of the ever advancing "construction 0 |
§ocialism in the Soviet Union" and of the "revolutionaly
character (guaranteed if only by that very fact) of the
whole policy and tactic, at any particular time, of a}llt
Sommunist party leaderships in all countries, so at tha
time the crafty demagogs in the social-democratioc party
exeoutive and at the head of the trade-union apparatus
needed for the concealment of their actual tendencies,
the pioug legend that the movement which they\rere con-

s -

ducting was obliged, tc be sure, for the present time,
to restrict itself to merely tinkering at the bourgeois
State and the capitalist economic crder by way cf all
sorts of reforms, but that "in its final goal® it was
on the way to the social revolution, to the cverthrow
of the bourgeoisie and the abolition of the capitalist
economic and social order, :

But it was not only the demagogs of the social-demo-
cratio party executive and their "thecretical" advo-
cates who, thru the pseudo-struggle which they waged
at that time against Bernstein's revisionism, 1lent
aid to the danger of an advancing reformist and bour-
geois degeneration of the socialist movement. Rather
in tpg sagi d%rection with them there worked for a
considerable time, unconsciously and against their
will, also such radical revolutionary theoreticians
as Rosq Luxemburg in Germany and Lenin in Russia,who
according to their subjective design conducted a
serious and uncompromising struggle against the ten-
dency expressed by Bernstein, When at the present

time and on ths basis of the new experiences of the
last three decades, we look back cn those earlier
directional struggles within the german and all-euro-
péan labor movement, it is somewhat tragic to see bew
deeply sven Luxemburg and Lenin were stuck in the il-
lusion that "Bernsteinidw® represented only a devia-
tion from the basically revolutionary character of the
then social-democratic movement, and with what cbjeot-
ively inadequate formulas they too sought to conduoct
the struggle against the bourgeois degeneraticn of the
socialist party and trade-unicn policy.

Rosa Luxemburg clecsed her peclemic against Bernstein,
published in the year 1900 under the title "Sozialre-
form oder Revolution?" (#) with the catastrcphically
false prophecy that "Bernstein's theory was the first,
and at the same time the last attempt to give a theor-
‘¢tic base to opportunism", She was of the opinion that
pportunism, in Bernstein's book in theory, and in
Schippel's position on the Question of militarism in
practice, "had gone so far that nothing more remained
for it to do.T And altho Bernstein had emphatically
Stated that he "almost oompletelx acosepted the present
Eractice of the Social Democracy" and at the same time
fad devastatingly laid bare the entire practical insig-
ﬁiflcanoe of the then usual revoluticnary phrase of the
‘inal goal" with his open acknowledgement: "The final
g2al, of whatsoever nature, is nothing to me; the move-
Bent everything™, still Rosa Luxemburg, in a remarkable
ideological bedazzlement, did not direot her oritical

(#) Reform or Refolution", Three Arrows Press, 21 E,17th
8%, ,New York, 25 cents. 5




counter-attack against the social-democratic practice
but against Bernstein's theory, whioh was nothing
more than a truthful expression of the actual charac-
ter cf that practice. The feature by which the social-
democratic movement was distinguished from the bour-
geois reform policy, she saw not in practice but ex-
pressly in the "final goel" added on to this practice
merely as ideclogy ana very often even only as a
phrasc, She declared passionately that "the final

goal of socialism constitutes the crnly decisive factor
distinguishing the social-democratic movemsut from
bourgeois democraoy arnd from bourzeois radJdicalism, the
only factor transforming the entire labor movement
from a vain effort to repair the capitalist order into
a class struggle against this order, for the suppress-—
ion of this order", This gereral "final goal" which ac-
cording to the words of Rosa Luxemburg should be gvery-
thing, and by which the social--democratic movement of
that time was distinguished frcm bourgeois reform
politics, revealed itself in subsequent actual histery
a8 in fact that nothing which Bernstein, the sober ob-
server of reality, had already termed it.

For all those pecple whose eyes have not yet been
opened by all the facts of the last fifteen years, a
convincing confirmation of this historical state cf
affairs is furnished by the express declaratione on the
matter which have come from the main participants them-

selves on the occasion of the various "marxian" anniver-

sary celebrations of recent times, Among these belongs,
for example, that memorable banguet wnich was arranged
in 1924 by the exemplars of social-democratic Marxism,
who were assembled in Londen for the 6Cth anniversary
celebration of the first "International Working Men's
Association" in honor of the 7Cth birthday .of Kautsky.
Here the historical "dispute" betwsen Kautsky's "revo-
lutionary" "orthodox Marxism" and Bernstein's "revis-
ionist" reformism found its harmecnicus close in thcse
"words of friendship" (repcrted by "Vorwaerts") spcken
by the 75-year old Bernstein in hcnor of the 70-year
old Kautsky and in the symbolical embracing ceremeny
by which the words were followed: "When Bernstein had
ended, and the two old meén whose names have long since
become honorable to a younger, the third. generaticn,
embraced each other and remained for ssveral seconds
clasped together,--who on that occasion could avoid
being moved, who could wish to avoid it?" And in the
year 1930, the 75-year old Kautsky writes in exactly
the same sense in the social-democratic "Kampf" of 2
Vienna, in honor of the &Cth birthday of Bernstein:"In
party-political matters we have been since 1820 siamese
twine, Even such persons can quarrel occasicnally. Te
have attented to that now and then Quite extensively.
But even at such times it was impossible to speak of

"
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the one without thinking also of the other "

Subsequent testimorials of Berrstein and Kautsky il-
luminate Juite clearly the tragic misunderstanding
with which in the pre-war pericd those german left-
radicals who, under the slogan "revolutionary final
goal against reformist daily practice,” sought to.-
conduct the struggle against the practical and in the
last analysis also theoretical bourgecisification of
the social-democratic labor movement, in reality mere-
ly supported and promoted this historical process of
devqlopment carried out by Bernstein and Kautsky in
their respective roles, With due allowances, the same
may bg salid, however, of still another slogan by means
qf which in the same period the russian marxist Lenin,
in his own coumtry and on an international scalse,
sought to draw the dividing 1ine between the bourgeois
and the "revolutionary" labor policy., Just as Fosa

Luxerburg in her subjective conscicusness was the sharp-

est adversary of Bernsteinism, and in the first edition
of "Reform or Revolution?" in the year 1900 still ex~
pressly demended Bermstein's exclusion from the social-
democratic partiy, so also was Lenin subjectively a
deadly enemy of the "renegade" Bernstein, and cf all
the herctical deviations committed by him, in his
"hervetratically (#) celebrated" boock, from the pure
and undefiled doctrine of the "revelutionary" marxist
progranm. But exactly 1ike Luxemburh and the german
left-radical social democrats, so also the bolshevist
social demoorat Lenin made use, for this struggle
against social-democratic revisionism, of a wholly
ideological platform, in that he saught the guarantee
for the "revolutionary" character of the labor move-
ment, not in its actuwal economic and social class con-
tent, but expressly only in the leagsrship of this
strumzle by way of the revolutiorary PARTY guided by &
correct nmariist theory,

~Xorach-~

(#) An allusion to Herostratus of Ephesus who tried
%o immortalize himself by burning the temple of
Biana, - Translator.

UNION DEMOCRACY: (Chicaso Daily News,Nov.9,1937)

%n:aSngeetlng of taxicab drivers, unauthorized by the
5 e;ng iuna} Brotherhcud of Teamsters, was cailed t6-
aay.Reoe} der§rs of the Union, not only fighting for
{oioe 1n_thelr affairs, but protesting the cluse

Cyv%a?uratlon being practised by their I.B.T. czars
w1t4_yhe mencpoly cab companies called the meeting to
€xamine charnies in Roberts Rules of Order, which they
deqlare have been inaugurated by the bosses of the
union.The moust significant change, according to the
cab drivers is in a section which enableg the chairman
te eay:" All those in favor signify by saying,Aye;all
those opposed,line up for a tap on the skull®.




ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY
OF GERMANY

In diecuseing with fellow-workers the
hisgtory of the modern organized labor move-
ment,we discovered that actually little 1is
known of the events that led to the foun-
ding of the Third International,and of sub-
sequent happenings.To furnish workers an
understanding of this organization,we have
decided to publish ir the CouancilCourrespon-
dence, and to céntinue in LIVING MARXISM,a
series of articles devoted to the communist
movement rising out of the Second Interna-
tional,and culminating in the Third. The
following article appeared in 1926 in
PROLETARIER, the theoretical organ of the
Communist Labor Party of Germany (K.A.P.D.)
Cther articles will follow dealing with the
early wodern communist movemente iu Rusgsia,
Holland,Austria,France,Italy, England and
America.Digciission of this series is wel-
come.

The firet nuclei of the Bpartakus Bund were organised
early in 1915 during the first controversies within
social democracy about the 'leeson of the fourth of
August'. "The history of the German pre-revoluticnary
epoch during war time is not only the history of a
strugzle against the war and for the organization of
the revolution against fatalism, but it is also the
history of tremendous disputes between the various
factions of the proletariat". (Drahn-Leonhard,"Under-
grouni Literature in revolutiornary Germany during

the World-war") A orief analysis of these disputes
will reveal the relationship between the Communist
Party of today and the Spartakus Bund of 1915-18.

The Activity of Xarl Liebknecht

The open agitation againet the war policy of the
social-democratic party bureaucracy begins with K.
Liebknecht. Amidet chauvinigtic instigation and pro-
vocation he was the first who raised the voice of the
class strugzle. In him/personified the re-awakening
of socialist ideolgy. But the proletariat would not
do justice to this staunch and fervid fighter if it
restricts iteelf to the mere chanting of hymns;
higtory duves not record emotiones but only facts,and
historical facte compel us to state that because of
the existing conditions, Liebknecht could not ad-
vance beyond the stage of a leader of a vanguard
within the shell of svoial demccracy. He was firet of
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all a parliamentarian, —perhaps even the laagt real
labor parliamentarian who sincersly believed that thie
institution could be used as a revolutionary "tribu-
nal". He beheld the bankruptcy of the gncial--democra-—
tic leaders, but he did not identify the leadeiship
with the party. Tov him the party was etill a revolutio-
nary inetrument ready and willinz tc act in a revolu-
tionary sense as soun as it has rid itgelf of its de-—
funct functionaries. This was the premige of hig
struggle from the beginning of the war until his death
January 15, 1913. What has been said of Roga Luxemburg
applies also to Liebknecht: between his theuretical
concepts and his practical activity lay a wide gap.
He believed in the masses and in spontanecus action but
considered the leader the propelling force.As leader,
he broke the party diecipline, and he poped the masses
would follow him and with him would conquer the de-—
funct party machine.When the magses within the party
did not responud to the extent expected,then, even when
he saw the impossibility of changing the course and
ideology of the organization, he did not call for the
building up of new class formations over and against
the o0ld apparatus.

His policy was the "policy of the twofold perspective”,
as it became known later through the succesgsur of the
Spartakus Bund, the Communist Party, which today pro-
claims that the interests of the proletarian revoluti-
on are identical with the Russian gcéate program of
economic reconstruction.

On August 4, 1914, the Reichstag deputies of German
Social Bemocracy audibly demonstirated their close re-
lationsghip to capitalism by voting for the war loans.
By thie act the social democratic party officially
ceased to be the avant guarde for the proletarian re-
volution. "It was no catastrophy, it was rather the lo-
gical estep of a movement whose development pointed to-
wards that direction ever since the party congress at
Erfurt", said Johann Knief,consequent left winger , in
Arbeiter-Politik,Jun= 384, 1916.

The forces responsible for the collapse of the German
S.P. must not be locked for in the party program or
in the resolutions adopted at party congresses,but
rather in the etructure and mechanism of the organi-
zational apparatuse,viz: the political party,the trade
unions, and the consumer's co-operatives.These orga-
nizations -with a membership totalling several
millions- were too closely linked up with the capi-
talist system; in fact, iheir existence depended upon
the existence of the capitalist system iteelf.I[t is
the tragedy of the peoletarian struggle for emancipa-
tion that the workere realize too late the character
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and role theee orgarizations have rlayed and are
8till playing.

Traditions and concepts cf orzanizational urity were
sv strongthat even the fervid Liebknecht —who alreai
befors the war had fought many bitter strug-les
againgt the old buteaucracy- capitulated. In ris
ramphlet "Klassenkampf gegen den Xrieg", he explains
his position as folluws: "Regardinz the technic of
dissident voting, there was neither rractice nor
clarity.At the firet voting for the war lcans ‘I con-
fined myeelf merely %o oprcosition within ths varty
faction of the Reichetag. Ths collapse of the rarty
had not as yet come tou the fore, I rad still reasons
tc believe that the party would sccn realige its
er-or., To keep disciplin, therefore, I considersd my
majcr task". Even after the National Exccutive had
vetoed hie demand for public meetings under the slo-
gan "Ageinst war-for reace", he nourisghed the hope
that a revival of the rarty was still pogesible. Vali-
antly he fcought within the Reichstag faction against
the eecond war loan. But he wag defeated and wa.s
even refused the right to 1ssue a rinority declara-
tion. On Decemter 1, 1914 — a few daye before ths
Rechstag sessicn - Rosa Luxemburg informed him that
Mehringz and Karski adviged him, in the event that he
remained alone, to refrain from a minority declara-
tion. Suddenly he realigzed that the new brand of
social patriotiem was not merely a mietake, but a
d&finite policy; he rejected the advige, broke the
discipline; voted agairat the war lecans; and issued
a minority declaraticn. This declaration was dig-
aprointing, eince it did not contain ons gingle word
regarding the causes that led to the bankruptcy of
social demccracy; not cne word about the tagk of the
revolutiorary rroletariat. Instead, it denouaced the
"war of LCefenge# by showing that irperialist develop-—
ments are wholly responaible." 2 spreedy, no nation
humiliating Leace, a peace without conquests must be
deranded. All efforts towards that direction wmust be
welcomed", Thug spoke Liebknecht, but this is not the
languags of the revoluticnary proletariat, and one
asks dubicuely how it was rossible that such dermands
could be raiged by a man who seermsd to be well
acquaintced with the imperialiet character of the na-—
tions at war,and who should have known that only
proletarian mass action could stop a war. Here again
Liebknecht proved that he had not yvet passed the
phase known as "revolutionary parliamentariem". The
follewing quotation, taken from "Unterirdische Lite—
ratur", by Drahn-Leorhard, will throw even rore light
on Liebknecht's hazy views. "The emergency loans find
wy aprroval. They are, however not nearly large enough.
I approve of everything which would ease the lot of
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our men at the front, our wounded and sick.For guch
puarpoees there is no loan large enough". Even Zino-
viev rebuked this and said that it resemkled a geries
of disharmonic chords; on the one hand Lictknecht de-
nounced the imperialist character of the war, and on
the other hand he demanded ncthing but peacs." If
everything Liebknect said about the character and
cauge of the war isg corrzct -and it is courre-t- then
socialiste have only one course to follow,namely,to
transform the imperialiet war into the civil war”.
(Zinoviev in "Gegen den Stram", p.40).

The gocial-democratic Arbeitecemeingchaft

The oentre faction of ths party, though oppused to
the war policy of the executive, alsc believed in the
Poesioility of rebuilding the party into a ugeful
weapon for the class strugile. Since this telief was
its only platform, it had no aim other then to pre-
serve the unity. With irun consequence 1%t folgowed
the party executive from bad tu worse until,finally,
it had no choice but to cever and defend the anti-
proletarian policy of the party as a whole.

But the left-wing Liebknecht group also nourished the
illusion that the influence and power of the party
bureaucracy could be undermined and that a olegn
break wasn't necegsary. The result of this "united
front" tactic was the same then as it is today:Pre-
vention of revolutionary class development.Today the
Commurist Party proclaims that it is the rarty of
Wilkelm Liebknecht and August Bsbel and "must be con—
sidered the consequent proletarian oprosition within
bourgeois society — as equally important as was the
and International during ite boom period ".(Resoluj
tiun, executive committee of the Cominternzquoteq %n |
Rote Fahne, July 1923.) In a simigar vein garl Lie -a~ |
knecht expressed his affiliation with 5001a1 democr |
¢y in a speech before workers in Berlin December

1914 when he eaid that "Social demgcracy ”muet1§e;he
oconquer its lost respesct in agtual Stru3516£hen
party refuses now to fight against the war, Dy
neithet the workers nor the party's opponents wi 29
take it seriouely after the war. N?w ia the grughe
time, now we must assure the party's successf n &
future". (Quoted by Drahn-Leonhard . Instaed oh prg "
Pagatiny geparation, Karl Liebknecht wrote christma

~~~~~~~ e e e e
iterally translated "Arbeitsgemeinschaft" means

ﬁ2r£~0ummun¥ty,a term which can be applied toiany
kind of co--operative activity.It refers here ot
discussion groupe within the party which tried %o
find new means of combating the party exeocutive as
well as tue qapitalist state.
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lettere to the pacifiet newszaper of the Indespendant
Labour Party in which ke said:" Not our principles
failed but rather our repreecntatives . ... Cnly de-
lusion can demand the continuatios of the wa» until
complete surrender of the enemy ... The well-beiny of
all people ig ingeparably ipter—connectei".(Klassen—
kampf gegen deu Krieg, p.45).

In Lietkrechts Folitischen Nachlasgs, published by F.
Pfemphert in "Die Aktion"™, - articles writiten while
imprisvned - one finde many clear thoughts about the
character of the old organization.Licbknecht began to
realize that revolutivnary policy must lead from mere
lip service to actual strug;le, and that the fiht
against capitaliem could be carried on succeesfully
only after the vietory of the workers over the trade
unions. (" Legien and his henchman"; Lesien was presi-
dent of "Allgemsiner Deutscher Gewerkechaftebund.)

The rraxis of the Liebxnecht group, however, differed
widely from ite leadsr's corre~t theoretical concepts
and conformed tc¢ hie adviece, viz: to remain in the
existing organizations merely for propaganda poesi-
bilities. This rositicn indicates Liebknecht's adher-
ence to the "toring from within" policy. All leaflets
ani manifeastos by the two impriscned leaders of the
movement, Liebknecht and Ruea Luxemburz, stressed the
importance ¢of this tactic. After the arreet cf Lieb-
knecht for his epeech on Fotsdamer Platz, Berlin,May
1,1916, there appearsd a leaflet issued by the Epar-
takus Bund and containinz the sentences, "The German
government wantes to put a German Reichstag deputy be-
hind priscn bars because he dared to propagate world
peace. Hot even the most odicus enemies of Liebknecht
would question hig integrity; andi such a man the go-
vernment wants to punish, to strip of honcr, ani to
make it impossible to continue his service fur thoese
sectione of our psorle who elected him and whose con-—
fidence he whole-heartedly enjuys".(Quoted by Crahn-—
Leonhard).Thig is the menner in which the old social
democracy and thes party centre spoke of "civil rizhts",
but they never understoud that the etrugzle for po-
wer betveen capital and labor had no con-.ection with
the hounor concepts ¢f the bourjeoisie, — a term which
was frequently used however by the protagonists of
"revolutionary parliameéntariem" ia crder to cover up
their confusion and dishoneety. The Spartakus groups,
in following this line, were incapable of graseping
the real pergpectives of ‘the revolutionary etruggle.
Th had to remain loyal to the centre, which be-
liéved in Ludendorff's military success and Bethman-—
Hollwig's peace declarations at one and the same time.
The deeire on the part of the centre to carry water
on both shoilders ocame to a gudden end when.:he
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this group,

governmert issued a statement to thre effeect that
reace negotiaticns were inoprcrtunc at thig *Im;
Lecember 1315).The centre tecan to fisnt in ;érli
T f i sem 1 5 bl g
%gent, pYLQri ?he_march 8€831c 0of the Reichatax
Lreatening frictions d:velonod hin tke ¢ T
tlon i A gy i it 1Ttn Ve Se YN 37—
). 4TSy WeIe oatiecd bty tho leaders of tha 1ie t
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bl : : 4 - bivea L21a permigs:orn
g}i?g the minurity %o apreint a sreakerr Tgsagjjﬁiwas
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SRR i e 30 Havee, Presi~
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b v | m o vy. Stress:ng the necewgity
geme{r ,{ f?“ ¥, fe aedvised the furmaticr 0 "Arbeits-
ingeharven” which ghould ats tn 1tc 2
PRS .01 er r ; verLt tn iron' ou
3lf&erono?s.ﬁls Prepoeition mex wit% gener;g agggozhe
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4 P oot o, » 3 Lands with Kautsky,
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ired - ror the time being at lzast.
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Three

th:egoﬁggzggebggoge th}? nozab;e eyent, New Year 1916,

Baw foea Luxembure and Franz lehring had
sanized thg group "Internaticnale". Tae program cof

L L:xemtuggwsvir’diq ngt even reach.the concluaions

Ty SEACHade ‘ad arrived at in her "juniue brochure".

s rFamphlst, revealinz the imperialist motives of
te“wgff deranded increasged intengity of the claas

g Tigwie to end the war It currectly pointed cut that
e€iensive warwy do nct exigt any more, ani reardless

oflwheﬁper A war ends in viciory or defeat, the re-

su E will qlways be a defeat to socialiem and demo-

oracy. It is ot imncrtance %o note that both"juniua”

%pd thp "Inte;nationale“ defended demooraéy? fers we

biggdtne fsy‘to_tne many contradictions and tactical

ders Lhat were ccmitted by thas grour.Clredit must

be given to XKarl Sadek Tor hie excellent cxpoeé on

thg reformist policy of ‘juniueg’ =nd nex pf%uv-

Wr;t%nj in J.tried s DBrewer "ircsiter-toritik",Vol.I.

Nrg.6,758; 1916, Hadek ieavoas os Tollows. inaeﬁueh as
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e Frogram accugew the pariy szesitive -f treachery

= 2galrgt ;?e tadgl ¢ principlec of irterrationsi

S9claliem, '3j againot the 1ife intdrests of The wor-
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Ling clzos, and 3) cgalnet Whe demucratic iuntemsta of

all quple, 1t i3 merely a roceti-ion 6f karl Lieb-
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":Hriu ‘;ut A8 much confugion as Roesa Immemburg's
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f{ghf :”.?QCLalg -Hadek fuily appreciates ¢ jnnius!
By ¢ 8galnet the rlimey arguuents of the social pa-
ka;gug,‘ﬂiﬁ he pilmidataneousiy criticize. her for not
S2VANg analyzoi the rewsona for the two year old
*Llulis within gocial democracy.
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bl LRepoht conclugiong would have changed the tac-
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the higtorical fact that botk, 'junius' and her zroup,
traveled on the saire ruad with stk offisial party,
though it was scmavhat tu ths left of it.

Trere is cne paragraph in the !'junius hruchur?‘_which;
on accouiut of ite impcritancs, necsggitates a brisf
expced .Junius poses the question, ehoal; gocizal
demuecraocy sell out the German state to tue enery To—
caige tnis etate dues not mect the dewand of the
reople for self-detsrminatioxn, and tecause %the war
ig an imperialist war.(p.83) "Faseiviiy wiast never

bpe the pricciple of 2 revoluticnary party," junius
dsclares; esccial dsmosracy shculd have pursued an
indspendent class policy %o sompel the rulinz class
to zrant the peorlss the right of eelf-determiratica
in tnz rore of creatiny tnereby poterntial allies
egainet the imperialist war.Social demoucracy should
nave demanded im.ediate formation of pecple's
militias and the arminy of the entire male population,
because ths reosle's decision for or against war is
iuet as imrcurtant as the "imoediate withdrawal ol
denrees which prohibit the exsrcise of demceratic
rights, inasmuch as political freedoum ig the  prere-
quigite for national defernse ". In crder to give her
arguzent more veight ehe quctes Marx and Engleo
whose position during the Paris Comrmine 1871 gke con-
giders a fitting parallel. 3ut Radsk correctly Te-
bukes ter by pointing out that naticral bourgecis
revolutions of th- 1848 type ate thincs ¢f the past
and that her program etands in utter contradiction

t. Lar otherwiee curvect analyeis of the irmperialist
epock.Ths tactics 0f the Jaccbins are out-dates be-
caugs the rresent war does not represent any more the
sor’lict tetwesn feudalist and bourgeois countries
tut rather a conflict betwsen imperialist nations.
Eowever,should it oe ruesikle for the wcrkera_in Ing-
land to 3ain control of the governument, ani ghould
the imperialist nations in such a case contlnuf t?e
war against England,then it would be the tagk of the
Englieh working class to defend the victorious sccl-
alism of *their ccuntry. Such a war would nct remaln
a natiozal daty; btut would becume an intern;tlona}
duty, eince®t would mean the beziniing of the avoial
revolution throughout Eurvpe.(In "Arbsiter-Folitik"}.

Te ptressed tnsse points to show that Rusa Luxenburg
did not undsrstand the course of histurical dsvelop-
ment and that ashe,therefore, was unable %o propusee &
revolationary program of acticn.Her program only be-
clouded the crieis within sccial democracy and in-
creased the confusion among the wurkers. For theee
reagoens the group "Internatiosale™ wae doowed to
insignificance.

(To be oontinued).
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BEEW PAVMPHLETS

WHAT HAS BECOME OF THE RUSSIAN REVCLUTICN? by i, Yvon.
Transzlated by Integsr. International Review, ¥,Y,
64 pp. 25 cents,

The industrializing of Russia, rising out of the ur-
gencies of world-competition, has brecught avout an
appall ing poverty and oppression for the Russian
masses, A man who has spent eleven years in Russia as
worker, manager and member of the Communist Party
there, has here recorded their misery in a formidable
maseing of facts. From these statistics we learn that
real wagzes have declined since the pre-war pericd;
that the worker has less to eat now than in the days
of the Tsar; that incomes range from g0 to 3C,CC0
rubles a month, to create the claes divisions of pri-
vation and privilege that are ever attendant on such

a disparity of income. The Russian Revolution has in-
augurated a period, not of liberation for the workers,
but of harsher exploitation in which Work is glorified
and from which not even the 8ick are exempt. "Izvigstial

" for Sept.I7,I934 is quoted as follows: "Science ives

the word (invalidity)an. entirely relative significance
and permits us to return to production a great number
of cur invalids." The brutality of this society causes
the author to telieve that Capitalism may be followed
by a system of even greater bondage. But his descrip-
tion of the Russian society is a description of State-
Capitalism, and the laws that govern Capitalism govern
Russia, It is marked by the same inherent contradictions;
it has the same objective limit., The class struggle
still seethes there, as the author admits; and the
thousands who are exiled, imprisoned, and executed as
"trotskyists" symptomize the economic unrest in that
Bociety and indicate its ultimate doom.

This parphlet is rich in statistics on Russia and can
be a weapon in the hands of a revolutionary worker,

C,1.0,--PROJISE OR WENACE? Published by Industrial
Union Party, 62 pp. 5 cents,

In this pamphlet is bound a sequence of articles and
editorials that appeared in the INDUSTRIAL UNICNIST
on the subject of Jonn L, Lewis, This treatment of
Lew1§ is marked by oversimplification. We apparently
are "o assume that Lewis misleads the workers because
he is irhzreatly a villian, and that the Communis#®
and Soclaliey Parties support him because they are
depraved and wuddlsd—bvoth explanations are offered.
The economic forces of whioh Lewis is symptomatic,and
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