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IRELAND: The Achilles’ Heel of England.

Lenin, in his famous book, * State and
ﬁp\uhﬂ.wﬂ, writes that the Marzistie the
oreticians in Holland consider the question
of the independence of nations too much
from the point of view of Holland. Owur
Hussian eomrade says, that in our over
arduous endeavour fo fight the narrow
nationalism of the Dutch bourgeoisie, we
keep too much aloof from the whole ques-
tion of nationalities snd netionalism.

By HERMAN GORTER.

haps another of the independent States into
whpnch Austria- Hungary ; has been divided,
English or Ameriean capital should obtain
the domination, it is grestly to be doubted
tmthmd:mdlhymkwm also
in regard 1o the du'-‘r“‘i!! would not
be far worse than before. For, al h
the country would then be poltically inde-

capitalistic nations, and even to cause their
downfall

For no eountry this is mors trus than
for Jreland. If Ireland should become in-
dependent, Great Britain would be struck
to the very foundations.

Now therefore it s the duty of all
British Communists to drmand the complets
e of Ireland, and to take all

pendent, and Lenin’s tion
mmommily the land would be utterl ly de-
s foreign nation. The

s e R T e

For apee | think our [riénd absolutely
wrong. In tw first place because the rea
st be gives lor our sttitude is notl correct ;
the bourgeowie in Holland was not, and »
not yet, nationalistio m the sense of wishing
b annes other territories. Indeed, W is
pewsibly the only bourgecisie in Europe
shich, m spite of the facl that next door
© Holland four million Dutah-spesking
proale — the Flemnh i Belgiom  has not wished
b annen it neghboars. An euceedingly

msjority of the Dutch bourgeoisie wan,
» o Guis d.\ uite ncdifferent Wowards
'Up Frem sty 'Llh tot one 1housand
of the Duteh I-ur\p‘nu— wish to be united
with thewn. This is due 10 many sconomie
and piticsl pemsons, one of which s very
smple, namely, that Belgium and Flanders
siss have hitherto been the buttlofisld of
Europe. The Hollanders prefer the battle-
feld 10 be outside their frontiers. The rea
st given by Lenin, therelore, does not
w1t for ws, Dutch Marzints

Thore is another poutt in which 1 disa
Ereed with Lenin's argument on nation
slism.  Lenin was of won that national
ndrpwtdance m ol oo we and ander al
firfuimstances, even woder ‘mper

n, was

Vier for the cause of the pro'etar st than
irjwtudetice. | agree with hm cwmeerning
the Lune belore lmperialism comes 10 he

leveloped (the time of ‘!.n il
But | bave maintained, and | mointsin it
i that this cannot be said "n l'» titne
ubder |mpwrialisn, when Capitalism eom
Uiuem, and is mat replaced by Communie

Q-'-.p. ]

Then the question s dou wha!, and i

W b examined individualy in the case of

wach onuntry

e I! for nstanes in an rade o v et
Ngary. or an mdependent Austria, or per

-

Fahne * d Vienns expressed the matier
thus: “From now o the Austrian workers
arn the ocoolies of Alhd ital,”

The same srgument good for a
number of small nu‘twnl in the East: the
Baltic and Balkan States and Polsnd. In
s little while, iitmn:) ilwell will perhaps
be in the sane position, fof Anglo- American
upli-ll is llmﬂ!juwrchnﬁ'lg numerous [sc

pping companies, snd so
mh‘tﬁ:u ful I
ing vory erful now only
in the lmm -nlr;nghnd, strives
for dominion over ruinesd urope. The
national capitalists there mli become Ih-
ulplnym of Mo ie c:{'
England and the Tni n ﬂu
str of the workers h lho oountries
dominated 2' British and American eapital
will not in the Arst place bé directed against
their own capitalists, but aguinst those of
foreign mntnn who live s long way off.
This, for the proletariat, js an extremely
unflavoursble state of allairs. o some cuses
it may be less favoursble to the class.
str than litical w' ace.,

I ﬂw& s elsewhere in the ol

Iu-mg .,.J :*Under Imperialisw, under the
the Banking Capital there can
h- vo real i for the small na-
tions. Either they are & political unity

with & big nation, and lore politically
ont, or they are dent politi-
eally, but utterly sub) economically.
AS LONG A8 IMPERIALISTIC CAPI-
TALISM PREVAILS, IT 18 IMPOSS]

BLE to decide whether or in
d-v{:niﬂm should be ﬂm propa
d

This s all that [ have brought forward
against Lenin's opinions, I beliove that
the poesent eondition of e has justi
fird my comtention.

This standpoint ouly holds good, and has
only been defended b fox the perid in
which IMPERIALISTIC CAPITALISN
KEMAINS UNSHAKEN.

Should Capitel'sm become shaken, o that
it could be replaced by Socialism, then the
enitire position dungr‘

1.,1.;!mul with Lenin eom

tely: then | pever nun“l&d the cage
of his views.

‘1 i this is the case to-day, in all the
sma’l Slates of I‘un-p- we have
rtiumerabing, and also in Lrdand.

In all the big countries, and also thers
fure in these smaller ones; Bocialism ean
now be sttained. And the ela'm of Inde
wodence for &'l Nations, doubtful s long
10 Imperialistic eapitalism  remains un
shaken, now becomes fully just fied

For this indepsndence beermes a
means W wesken the position of &'l the hig

()

the Measures required to it about.
And fo'r the entire Third Internetional
this js of the utmost importance.
England is the rock on which Capi
is firmly rooted, the bulwark of world-
capitalism, the of all counter nrnlu
tion, and sll reaction. But I is the
Achillos® heel of England. For Ih reve
lution on the European mnhnout. there
fore for the world revolution, it is & vitel
aunllun that British eapital lm h hit

L
al
1
it
VE
sz g-

ﬂmqw‘lxwdﬂ

enmpasses the whole world wtk ita
tie arms, Mm-ln-dyh-drfnyr
of ita own funds the cost of »

clans-sntitheses have doveloped into the
most and shameless extreme: —
that scems to be the rock sguinst
lr!mh all revolutionary waves are broken,
and which starves the new societ niu-!y
in the maternal womb. England

" Veurs is net & 188 por cont. disablomant.”

the world-market. A subversion of the
natvmal sconomie relations in wm:z
ol the Kuropesn continent, or in

of the Europesn econtinent, would be with-
out E no more than s storm in »
glass of water. The relstions of industry
and commesee  within  every nation are
dominatsd by their intercourse with other
sutions, and de lnml on their relation %o
the world market  Enc-land, however, do-
mmates the world marke!l, and the bour

geoisie dominates Eng'and.™
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This applies in an almost magic_way to
our own times. For now also England,
by means of its gigantic transport fleet,
can well-nigh starve and strangle the new
Socialist society in the maternal womb.
And now also, after the fall of German capi-
tal, it dominates, though no longer alone,
the world-market. Now also (ireat Britain
is the rock of eapitalism for Europe.

Marx' observations on Ireland are no
less true. He says:

“Treland is the s Id of the Eng
lis: landed aristocracy. exploitation of
this country is not only the main souree
if %t;dmtml wealth, it lnﬂ“;a‘ Iillmriu
‘ng 's greatest moral stre . It re-
presents, in faet, the domination of England
over lIreland.  Ireland therefore is the

t expedient, by means of which the
E‘:n':lill: aristocracy maintains its domina-
tion in England itsell. On the other hand,
withdraw the English Army and police
from Ireland to-morrow, and you will
straightway have an agrarian revolution in

Ircland. The fall of the English aristo-
cracy in Ireland, howeyver, needs must im-
ply, and inevitably leads to their overthrow
in England. Through this, the primsl con-
dition for the proletarian revolution in
Euglmd. would fulfilled. . .

8 Enﬁlnnd. the metropolis of eapital, und
up to the present day the dominating power
in the world-market, is meanwhile the most
important country for the workers' revolu-
tion. Itis moreover the only country where
the material conditions for this revolution
have been developed to a certain degree of
ripeness. The hastening of the social revo-
Iution in England, therefore, is the most
urgent object of the international workers’
lgwciﬂion. The mlfy meagred of brm_qiug
it about mare quickly, is to reader Ireland
independent, 1t is therefore the task of
the mternationals everywhere to expose the
conflict between England and Treland, and
to side openly with Ireland in ull cases.
On the General Couneil in London  rests
the special duty of making the English

working-class realise that to them the na.
tional emaneipation of Ireland is not a ques-
. tion of abstract justice and human senti.
ments, but the primal ati}l:ulalim for their
own socinl emancipation.
« There have been changes in Ireland, und
England’s position to-day is not quite whut
it was, but that which has been said by
Murx about the First International und the
British Socialists, applies still, and a hun-
dred times more, to the Third. The Third
International must strive by every possi.
ble means, to promote the independence of
Irelund. N
But in the hands of the British workers
lie= the fate of -Irelanid. They must follow
the example given by Lenin and the Rus-
sian Bolsheviki, who, in order to muke the
revolution in the whole of Russis, demanded
o the independence of Finland, Poland and
the Baltic States.
The attitude of the British workers with
regard to Ireland s the barometer for
the British revolution.

MAY LABOUR DAY IN LONDON.

It was the biggest Labour Day procession
over seen in London ; some people oy it
took two hours 1o pass a given point:
bhut there were several processions, wod
no one seems 1o have any definite idea ns
to the numbers who marched in them. o
too- with the nugber of people in Hyde
Park: no one seems able even o guess how

guess-

;

were, with some few exceptions, chenp and
ily contrived. It was s workers’ pageant

gt together in & few spare hours.
The resolution mhd by the First of
May Committes, wl is composed of dele-
from Trade Union, Socialist and
E:-r bodies, was & confused hotch-poteh,
inning with s declarstion for Socialism
the entire sbolition of the capitalist
system and sending greetings o the Hus-
stan Boviets, it weni on to ask for & num-
ber of pallistive reforms. A resolution pro-
W.5.F. delegates had been muti-
ted, wdded to, snd re modelled. till
hardly s word of the original remained.
Umne of its clauses, expressing adherence 10
the Third International, and calling on all
Bocialist and industrial organisations o af-
filiste 1o it, remained almost to the last; but
the Cooperstors insisted on an sdditional
meeting being called, and then se-
the deletion of the clause by a nar-
row majority, on the threat of secession
from the demonstration if the clause were

retained.

The resolution in its matilated form was
nevertheless & better resolution than that
to the sodience st the Albert [Hall

o want o know who was ible for
the Albert Hall resolution. [t declared for:

1. Pree 8

2 Frge wnsectarian education wp to 21
years “ sustained by public granis fo pro-
ride maintenance o sohool or college.’

(Does that mean for every child?)

8. Induatry to be orgindecd vn a co oper-
ative basis. The existing industrial co-oper-
wlive movement shall be secured its proper
position #a a model wpon which imlustral
orgomisation may be plawned ™

(It is intended then, that there shall bo
co-operative employers and emyloyees, divi

and in the © New Bocial
Order?)

4. In order to hasten the day when these
ideals shall be realised, all workers are
wrged to orgimise themselves in Co operatice
Socicties ond Trade Unions to support all
Warking Class Movements, and fo resist the

.

roy catet attemptn to impose unfair faratiom
upon the savings effected by mulual frading
in Co uperative Societies, suweh av the mew
op poration Tax proposed in the Budyet.

5. ANl possible steps shall be taken fto
sprend throughout the world feelings of In-
ternational ~ Brotherhoo!  and  {ioodwill,
which can best be secured by (n) a vystem

of free barter of commaodities, on the lines -

proposed by the Russian Co-operative Socie-
ties; (h) by giring support fo such bodies
an * Save the Children ™ Committee in its
effort to save the lives of chilletn in the
Fumine arras created by the war ; and (e)
by the interchange of risits and ideas be
tween the working clasves of the worll,

It eertainly seems ludierous to mix up
n petty fﬂtginf 'Ihinf like the eorporations
tax with the future Co-opetative Commeon-
wealth. A resolution is positively reaction
ary, however, which states that lnter-
national brotherhood and goodwill earl best

secured by following the lewd of the
counter - revolutionary Russian Co-operatives
in London, and by aiding bourgeais chari
ties, like the * Save the Cluldren " fund,
which the Allied gosernments only sllow to
operate where capitalism is in eontrol.

The spruker= at the meeting were net
invited to speak to this resolgtion: it did
not appear befors the First of May Conunit
teo of delegates. Resolutions are of no
value except in so far as they mould and
define poliey and ideas and lead to action.

Bpeeches played o minor part at the Al-
bert Hall; songs by the sudience, the choir,
the Templars Quartet, and Miss Carmen Hil)
took up the greater part of the evening.
Ouly the Co-operative speakers attempted
to spenk to the resolution, and probably
few of the sudience took the trouble even
to rond it.  That the comrades present wers
propared  for something much more dras.
tic, they plainly showed by the things they
applavded, and the things of whien they
were audibly impatient, At clwe of
the mesting the people had an dnaothorised
opportunity to vote on a resolution express-
ing unity with the Russian and Cierman
Cotmmunists, and the Third Internatiooal,
and pledging themselses o work for the
establishment of the Soviets in Hritain.
When the last speaker, Sylvia Pankhurst,
put this resolution 1o the meeting there was
a moment's pause: then s dense mass of
hands shot ap from every part of the hall

Probably there were some who reframed,
hut it sppearsd that seryone was voting,
the speaker was so fully convines! that only
a Tew seattered hunds here anid there were
not upheld, that she did not think it worth
while to put the question to the contrury.

The Northern Division led l!opu'mll'm
round b_" the Polish | won
wgainst the Polish offensiv
Russia.

o pretest

wn Soviey

THE TRUTH ABOUT KOSMA MININ.

Last week we told our readers of the
Counter- Revolutionaries who, when the Red
Army* was nearing Viadivostock, sacked the
town and robbed the Churches of their gold
veusels and precions ornaments.  Huving
done so, they seized an ieehreaker  <hap,
foreed & erew on board under guns sl
bayonets, and made off with the stoler
ﬁ:n‘h, melting them down that they might

unrecognisable,

The workers of Archangel gave dhase, in
another ship, but the rDhE:l‘ ship was bet-
ter armed, and the workers” ship was forced
o retarn.

The robbers™ ship made its way to Hol-
lund, but the Soviets had telegraphed the
truth about the robber ship to the Dutch
Government, and the robbers were refused
prrmission o land.  In Denmark the same
thing happened.  In Sweden the mbbers
wore again refused a landing, but allowed
1o sell their stolen gold.

The rihbers then set off for the
of Liverpool, where they were allowed to
land, though the kidnipped erew was for
a time held prisoner,

Holland, Denmark  and  Sweden  had
turned the robbers away, but Britain re-
ceived them. As o matter of fact, Ueneral
Miller and other British counter-revolution-
nrivs wWere on Ilﬁlrll.

It now appears that this ice breaker,
stalen by the counter resolutionaries, 1s no
other than the famous “Kosma Minin™
which the Norwegian Government and the
Saviet Government  are  appealing 1o the
British Guvernment to --'rltl to the rehiefl of
SO starving pesiple who have been ce-bound
i the Kara Sea for three months past on
the we-breaker “Salevey Budimiroviteh.™

The "Kosma Minin™ s one of the finest
iee breakers in existenee. [t has three en-
gines, and s e only fitted for eutting,
1w, but for taking water ba'last aboard, and
for breaking ien by weight, This iee break
er belonged to the Russian Ministry of Com-
meree under the Crar's rigime.

The Norwegian Government had urgent-
Iy uppealed to the British Government for
“the lovn™ (1) of the stolen “Kosma Minin"
in order that it may send an expedition
Lo save the starving smilors, for the “Kosma
Minin™ ks said to be the. only ship capable
of performing the difficult task.

Alter long delays and refusals the Gy
venment, on April 21st, in reply to a Par
tamentary question, stated that -\IIlI“IIPr it
bhresker, the “Svintogor,” would be sent in
a lew davs and that the “Kosms Minin”
“may follow if rejuired.”

The reluctance of the Government to
send the ship which its friends have stolen
tack it Russisn waters is casy to under-
staned.  We learn from those who have ex
amined the ™ Kosma Minin™ in Liverpool
thut only the sl -hted repairs are needed
and she could <ol n s few days. She was
thoroughly overhuuled only six month« ago




